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PREFACE. 

■».  *  a.- 

■  f  -u  >  s  .  .  \  t,.  .  .  ,  .  ,  . 

HAD  in  my  firft  Proposals ,  an¬ 
nex’d  this  Narrative  to  my  practi¬ 
cal  Obfervations ,  with  an  Intention 
to  make  them  both  one  Book,  but 
(at  the  Requeft  of  my  ever  efteem’d 
Friend,  the  Revd.  Mr.  William  Guejl ,)  Dr.  Corn¬ 
wall  Trattkwell  of  Stamford. ,  a  very  learned  inge¬ 
nious  Phylician,  and  humane  Gentleman,  read  them 
over,  whofe  Candour  and  good  Nature,  led  him  to 
fpeak  in  commendation  of  my  Undertaking,  and  at 
the  fame  Time  He,  as  alfo  did  many  more  nei- 
bouring  Gentlemen,  advife  me  to  print  them  fe« 
perately,  for  thefe  two  Reafons  *  firft,  they  were 
of  opinion,  that  when  this  Account  of  a  diftrefs’d 
unhappy  Life,  fhould  appear  in  the  World,  it 
would  fall  into  fome  Hands,  that  might  ftiew  me 
fuch  Compaflion  as  would  the  better  enable  me 
to  publilh  my  medicinal  Undertaking,  and  be  a 
Means  to  obtain  me  a  greater  Number  of  Sub- 
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furthers :  Thefecond  reafon  was,  that  thefe  Works 
together  would  be  too  voluminous  and  expenfive 
for  fo  fmall  a  Subfcription  :  Therefore  I  hope 
thofe  few,  who  have  fubfcrib’d  to  my  firft  Pro - 
pc fals,  will  upon  thefe  Confiaerations,  pardon  my 
making  two  Books  of  them.  This  Account  of 
the  material  Occurrences  of  my  Life,  I  would 
have  gladly  been  excus'd  from  publifhing,  but 
found  it  unavoidable,  fince  an  Enquiry  was  late¬ 
ly  made  by  a  Gentleman,  why  a  Man  of  ap¬ 
prov’d  Knowledge  in  his  Profejfion ,  with  up¬ 
wards  of  thirty  Tears  Practice ,  jhould  be  in 
adverfe  Circumftances  ?  Tis  not  material  to  tell 
the  Reader  who  the  Gentleman  is,  that  made 
this  Enquiry,  and  I  muft  beg  to  be  excus'd, 
as  it  may  give  offence.  In  vindication  of  my- 
felf  from  the  many  Afperfions,  and  falle  Accu- 
fations  I  labour  under ;  confidering  the  Diftreffes 
I  am  reduc'd  to,  which  arife  chiefly  from  Cru¬ 
elty  and  Opprcflion ;  I  ftiould  be  remifs  in  re¬ 
gard  to  myfelf,  and  conduft,  as  well  as  the  de¬ 
fire  every  Man  ought  to  have  to  Truth  and 
Juftice,  was  I  not  to  clear  up  fome  fufpicious 
Occurrences  in  anfwer  to  this  Enquiry;  and  I 
hope  the  Fafts,  which  I  have  moft  exaftly  re- 
prefented,  are  fuch,  as  will  prove  quite  fatisfac- 
tory  to  thofe,  who  have  cenfur'd  my  Conduct, 
and  blam’d  me  without  a  juft  Caufe. 

My  chief  Reafon  for  publifhing  this  Narrative 
is,  that  I  may  convince  the  World  that  if  my 
Knowledge  in  my  Profeflion  is  deficient,  my  In« 
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duftry  and  Application  have  not  been  wanting  ; 
and  that  I  have  done  all  that  I  could  poffibly 
do,  in  my  Circumftances,  to  maintain  myfelf  and 
Family,  in  that  fmall  fphere  of  Life  I  am  plac’d 
in,  with  the  greateft  Aftiduity ;  and  if  I  have  not 
fome  Qualifications  requifite  to  make  a  Man  pros¬ 
perous  in  this  World,  yet  have  I  endeavour’d  to  be 
as  ufeful  as  it  was  in  my  Power. 

This  Work  doth  confift  of  all  the  material  Oc¬ 
currences  of  my  Life,  from  my  Birth  to  this  Day; 
and  I  fhall  impartially  ftate  Fads,  as  they  really 
are,  and  if  I  err,  by  charging  any  Man  wrong¬ 
fully,  or  omit  relating  fuch  Wrongs  as  I  myfelf 
have  been  guilty  of,  when  either  of  thefe  I  am 
accufed  of,  I  will  obviate  them  to  any  one.  For 
this  Reafon,  I  think,  a  Work  of  this  Kind  is  bet¬ 
ter  to  be  done  during  a  Man’s  Life,  than  after¬ 
wards;  when  Fads  may  be  examin’d  into,  and 
all  Accufations,  Doubts,  and  Events,  (Seemingly 
irreconcileable,)  may  be  made  clear  and  manifeft. 

Of  all  the  Sins  that  are  committed  in  this 
World,  (if  I  may  be  allow’d  fuch  an  Expreflion 
in  the  Eyes  of  the  Sons  of  Men)  there  is  none 
comes  up  to  Poverty :  Si  non  maximum  Crimen 
maximum  malum  eft  Paupertas ,  and  this  great 
Evil  is  not  one  great  Sin,  but  he  that  is  guil¬ 
ty  of  this,  may  be  Said  to  be  guilty  of  all.  This 
Evil  does  not  only  make  a  Man  the  greateft 
Sinner,  but  he  muft  of  courfe  be  the  moft  con¬ 
temptible,  defpicable,  infignificant  Silly  Mortal 
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upon  Earth,  as  Juvenal  expreffeth  it;  Nil  hahet 
infelix  Paupertas  durius  in  fe^  quam  quod 
ridiculos  Homines  facit •  It  is  thought  impof- 
fible  to  be  honefl,  prudent,  regular,  fober,  and 
skilful  in  any  Profeffion,  if  poor ;  nay  fo  extenfive 
is  this  fame  hateful  Malignity,  that  a  poor  Man 
muft  be  a  Rogue,  a  Fool,  Irregular,  a  Drunk¬ 
ard,  unskilful  in  his  Profeffion,  and  confequently 
liable  to  al!  Manner  of  Cenfure  and -Reproach ; 
unworthy  Pity,  undeferving  Encouragement,  ex¬ 
pos’d  to  Infolence,  doom’d  to  Mifery  and  Diftrefs, 
to  dragg  on  an  unhappy  Life,  till  Death  removes 
him  beyond  the  Malice  of  human  Perfecution.  On 
the  contrary,  a  Man  endow’d  with  this  world’s 
Goods,  Riches  and  Poffeffions,  according  to  the 
prefect  prevailing  Notion,  is  likewife  endow’d  with 
Honefty,  Wifdom,  Sobriety,  Skill  in  his  Profeffion, 
and  all  Manner  oi  Virtues,  entirely  without  Faults, 
or  if  he  has  any,  who  can  fee  them,  or  dare 
name  them? 

As  Riches,  inflead  of  Charity,  now  a  days, 
cover  a  Multitude  of  Sins,  fo  Poverty  obfeures 
all  commendable  Qualifications  and  Endowments : 
and  this  is  not  all,  for  the  wifeft  of  the  Sons  of 
Men,  fays,  the  Rich  has  many  Friends ,  hut  the 
Poor  is  hated  of  his  Neighbours .  There  is  an 
Odium  that  attends  Poverty,  but  Riches  gain 
Love,  Efteem,  and  Adoration.  Hard  !  Often  too 
hard  is  the  Fate  of  force  Poor,  who  have  been 
born  of  wealthy  Parents,  and  tenderly  brought 
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up,  never  inured  to  hard  Work,  or  hard  Living, 
and  who  by :  unavoidable  Accidents  are  reduc'd 
to  great  Diftrefs*  fuch  unfortunate  Poor  as  thefe, 
are  of  all  Men  moft  miferable:  For  what  Hard- 
lhip  can  it  be  to  the  laborious,  who  from  his 
Infancy  was  brought  up  to  hard  Labour,  or  to 
fuch  who  have  always  fared  hard,  and  liv'd  up¬ 
on  mean  '  courfe  Diet,  to  continue  what  is  not 
only  habitual,  but  natural  to  them?  It  can  only 
be  grievous  to  fuch,  as  I  obferv'd,  who  from  an 
Affluence  of  Fortune,  have  their  Minds,  as  w’ell 
as  Bodies  better  cultivated,  and  thereby  are  made 
more  fenfible  of  the  Mifery  of  their  reduc'd  Con¬ 
dition  :  This  is  not  all  that  adds  to  the  unhap- 
pinefs  of  the  already  enough  Unfortunate,  they, 
by  the  moft  vulgar  wicked  Train  of  Plebeians, 
are  reproach'd,  intuited,  defpis'd,  abufed  and  point¬ 
ed  at,  as  the  moft  hateful  of  all  Sorts  of  Poor; 
they  look  upon  fuch  a  Man  with  Envy  and 
Contempt,  inftead  of  pitying  him  for  being  re¬ 
duc'd  to  a  low,  diftrefs'd  Condition  ;  they  envy 
him,  becaufe  his  Birth,  his  Knowledge,  with  a 
more  decent  Behaviour,  the  effect  of  a  more  lib-' 
eral  Education,  (whatever  his  Circumftances  are) 
continue  him  Bill,  fomething  above  them  and 
their  Cruelties. 

'Tis  painful  to  hear  fuch  unfortunate  Poor  ill 
fpoken  of,  and  ill  treated.  How  bitter  is  this  Re¬ 
ply  from  People  in  higher  Life,  (where  he  hopes 
for  Regard  and  Encouragement)  yes,  the  Man  is 
allow'd  a  Man  of  Knowledge,  but  he  is  poor^ 
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they  need  fay  no  more,  for  this  comprehends  his 
being  guilty  of  every  Vice,  and  wanting  in  every 
thing  commendable. 

But  fince  the  fame  wife  Man  fays,  a  good  Name 
is  better  to  be  dejired  than  great  Riches ,  and 
as  I,  at  this  time  of  Life,  ftand  a  bad  Chance 
for  the  latter,  and  the  Preference  he  gives  to  the 
former  doth  excite  in  me  an  Abhorrence  of  being 
thought  guilty  of  great  Crimes  and  Impruden¬ 
ces,  as  fuch  my  prefent  Diftrefles  are  principally 
attributed  to;  as  I  fhall  relate,  and  I  hope  clear 
up,  to  the  Satisfa&ion  of  every  impartial  good  Per- 
fon;  and  as  for  thofe  who  doubt  the  Veracity  of 
any  Part  of  my  Relation,  they  may  confute  it  if  they 
can,  knowing  where  I  Exift;  (as  I  can  fcarce  be  faid 
to  Live;)  for  I  am  ready  to  fatisfie  every  Doubt, 
and  anfwer  any  Objeftion,  and  fubmit  the  Whole 
to  the  Candour  of  the  Good,  the  Wife,  and  Un¬ 
prejudic’d. 

In  order  to  remove  Surmifes,  Doubts,  Mifre- 
prefentations,  Cenfure  and  Blame,  and  to  make 
the  Reafons  plain  and  obvious ;  I  fhall  mo  ft 
exactly  relate  all  the  material  Occurrences  and 
Tranfa&ions  of  my  Life,  from  firft  to  laft,  with 
the  utmoft  Impartiality  and  Truth  my  Memo¬ 
ry  will  admit e  of;  and  fhall  rather  err  by  fay¬ 
ing  too  little,  than  trefpafs  by  faying  too  much; 
and  I  fhall  forbear  relating  fome  Fafts,  as  were 
they  exafperated,  would  darken  thofe  who  have 
by  Tnj  ufiice  and  Cruelty,  greatly  contributed 
to  the  many  Difficulties  and  Hardfhips,  I  have 
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fo  long  ftruggled  with ;  and  fliould  I  advance  any 
Falfity,  in  order  to  excufe  myfelf,  and  blame 
others,  I  defire  they  would  in  juftice  to  them- 
felves,  and  the  World,  make  any  fuch  mifre- 
prefentation  Appear,  and  I  will  publickly  acknow¬ 
ledge  my  Guilt,  and  ask  Forgivnefs-  and  I  think 
Perfons  who  write  their  Lives,  and  publifh  them 
in  their  life  Time,  are  more  likely  to  flick  to 
the  Rules  of  Truth  and  Juftice,  than  thofe,  who 
leave  them  for  others  to  publifli,  when  it  is 
neither  in  their  Power  to  vindicate  what  they 
have  related,  or  contradid  what  fome  ill  de- 
fign'd  malicious  Perfons  may  falfly  fay,  in  or¬ 
der  to  afperfe  and  leflen  the  Veracity  of  fuch 
a  Teftimonial. 
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SIMON  MASON,  Apothecary. 

OUR  Author,  Simon  Mafon 
was  Born  at  Great  Granfden  in 
Huntingdonfhire ,  in  the  Year  1701 
and  is  Eldeft  furviving  Son  of 
Simon  Mafon  Efq;  late  of  Great 
Granfden  aforefaid,  whole  Ancef- 
tors  have  liv’d  in  the  fame  Town  poffefs’d  of 
a  good  Eftate,  upwards  of  three  Hundred  Years, 
one  of  the  moft  antient  Families  in  that  County, 
who  originally  delcended  from  Pickering  Cajile 
in  Torkjhire . 

My  Father  being  left  a  Minor,  under  the  care 
ol  his  Uncle  John  Mafon  then  an  Attorney  at 
St.  Ives ,  he  after  being  Qualified  at  School  lor 
the  Univerfity ,  was  admitted  proper  Penfioner  of 
Clare  Hall  in  Cambridge ,  from  whence  he  took 
Chambers  in  Lincolns  Inn ,  and  after  being  call’d 
to  the  Bar  he  return’d  to  his  Seat  at  Great 
Granfden ,  and  to  his  Death  pra&is’d  as  Bar¬ 
rister  at  Law.  He  married  Elizabeth ,  eldeft 
Daughter  of  Thomas  Salmon  Cl.  Redor  of  Mep - 
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fal  in  Bedford/!,) ire ,  by  whom  he  had  feven  Sons 
and  fix  Daughters,  I  can’t  fay  what  Account  his 
Uncle  gave  of  his  Steward fhip,  while  he  was 
Guardian  for  my  Father,  though  I  believe  it  was  a 
very  bad  one,  as  I  have  often  heard  my  Father 
relate.  However  this  good  Uncle  of  my  Father’s 
was  efteem’a  an  honeft  Man  in  great  Circumftanccs, 
and  having  no  Child,  and*  my  Father  being  his 
Heir  at  Law,  had  no  final!  expectations  from  him, 
and  in  order  to  make  him  amends  for  his  Guardian¬ 
ship,  and  farther  to  fecure  his  Friendfiiip  when  his 
good  Uncle'  John  Majon  was  made  General  Re¬ 
ceiver  for  Huntindonfhire ,  he  became  fecurity  to  the 
Government  \  I  can’t  fay  how  many  Years  his  Uncle 
continu’d  General  Receiver ,  but  lie  thought  proper 
to  break  feveral  thoufand  Pounds  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  Debt  in  the  latter  End  of  Queen  jinn's 
Reign ;  upon  his  Uncle’s  failing,  Meffengers  were  di¬ 
rectly  fent  to  take  Pofleffion  of  my  Fathers  Eftate, 

A  which  they  fold  to  make  good  his  Uncle’s  De¬ 
ficiencies,  to  the  Amount  of  feveral  thoufand  Pounds; 
there  alfo  was  one  Colonel  Farrer ,  the  other  Secu¬ 
rity  whom  I  believe  fuffer’d  alfo  after  this  fatal 
Mifcarriag’e,  his  Uncle  made  a  decent  Retreat  with 
a  modeft  Revenue  of  about  two-hundred  Pounds 
per  Annum  into  the  Fleet ,  where  he  lived  many 
Years  very  genteelly,  and  I  and  my  Father  attended 
him  to  the  Burial-Ground  in  Btinhill-Fields\  in  the 
Year  1718,  but  had  he  been  laid  there  twenty  or 
thirty  Years  fooner,  it  would  have  been  better  for 
my  Father  and  his  Family.8 

This  fatal  Blow'  by  an  Extent  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  feize  and  fell  fo  great  a  Part  of  my  Father’s 
Eftate,  began  the  Deftruftion  of  a  Family,  who 
had  liv’d  fo  many  Years  in  plentiful  Fortunes  and 
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good  Efteem.  Here  began  a  Scene  of  Afflictions, 
which  brought  on  other  unhappy  Law  difputes  that 
lalted  many  Years!  and  fo  reduced  my  Father,  hav¬ 
ing  a  large  Family  to  fupport,  that  he  liv'd  very 
little  in  the  Country  afterwards ;  as  his  chief  Bepen- 
dance  was  upon  his  Practice  as  Council,  which  ob¬ 
liged  him  to  be  moftly  in  London ,  where  in  the 
Year  1 715  he  Died  of  a  Pleurify  at  his  l^odgings 
near  the  Temple  in  Fleet-Street,  in  the  t-hirt-y^fixth 
Year  of  his  Age.  He  was  before  this  an  Hearty, 
Healthy  Man,  and  might  have  liv’d  to  this  Day 
had  he  been  properly  treated-  a  fhort  Account  of 
which  I  fhali  mention  upon  an  Occasion  that  hap¬ 
pen'd  to  me  at  Cambridge ,  (which,  I  fhali  amongft 
other  Circumftances  relate  in  its  Place,)  I  went  to 
London  to  my  Father  for  Advice,  whom  I  found 
out  of  Order,  with  the  Symptoms  of  a  Pleurify ,  and 
the  next  Day,  he  growing  worfe,  I  ask'd  him  who 
was  his  Phylician,  he  told  me  Dr.  Lewis ,  who  was 
his  old  Acquaintance  and  Co-tempory  with  him  at 
Clare- Hall ^  I  Pent  immediately  for  Dr.  Lewis ,  who 
came  and  according  to  Cuftom,  order'd  hot  Medi¬ 
cines,  without  bleeding,  which  he  took-  the  Symp¬ 
toms  encreafing,  he  buffer'd  him,  and  gave  Oyl  and 
Syrups  in  plenty  !  More  Boiufes,  and  Juleps!  But 
as  my  Father  had  no  Sweats,  no  Stool,  no  Abatement  of 
the  Symptoms;  I  was  then  but  a  young  Practitioner, 
yet  old  enough  to  difapprove  the  Doctor's  Practice, 
my  Father  in  a  high  Fever  with  an  acute  Pain  in 
his  Side,  a  difficulty  in  Breathing,  with  a  fet  red 
Colour  in  his  Face.  I  addrefs'd  my  Father  in  this 
Manner;  Sir,  to  ftand  by  and  fee  a  Father  loft 
for  want  of  proper  Treatment,  is  what  I  can’t  tacitly 
fubmit  to,  without  being  guilty  of  the  greatefc 
Breach  of  Duty,  which  would  give  me  a  lading 
Concern,  was  I  not,  before  it  is  too  late  I  hope,  to 
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apprife  you  of  your  Danger;  your  Cafe  requires 
immediate  large  bleeding,  which  has  been  omitted 
too  long,  and  fomething  to  procure  you  a  Stool  or 
two,  and  inftead  of  thefe  hot  Medicines,  they  ought 
to  be  cooling  diluting  Medicines;  you  may  drink 
cool  Tankard,  and  fmall  Beer  if  you  pleafe,  and  I 
have  too  much  reafon  to  fear,  unlefs  you  are  directly 
treated  after  this  Manner  you’ll  not  recover-  I  tell 
you  my  Thoughts  as  1  ought  to  do,  and 'if  you’ll 
give  me  leave  I’ll  mention  them  to  the  Doctor,  and 
if  he  don’t  confent  to  what  I  propofe  I  fhall  break 
in  upon  Diftindion,  and  take  upon  me  to  relieve 
you  :  Here  I  muft  obferve  that  the  little  Knowledge 
i  had  fo  early  acquir’d  in  Phyfick,  was  chiefly  owing 
to  my  late  valuable  Friend  Dr  .Wallis,  then  Fellow 
of  Magdalen  Coll  edge,  Cambridge,  who  took  no 
fmall  Fains  to  improve  the  imperfed  Ideas,  I  had  of 
the  Pradice  of  Phyfick;  but  to  return,  my  Father 
thank’d  me,  and  commended  me  for  my  Regard, 
but  anfwer’d,  Simon  you  are  a  young  Man,  your 
Notions  may  be  juft,  and  fecm  fo  to  be,  but  fhould 
I  die  under  them,  that  may  give  uneafinefs  to  your- 
felf  and  room  for  others  to  reflect,  fo  I  think  it  will 
be  moft  advifable  to  purfue  the  Dodor’s  Diredions, 
which  we  d  d,  I  told  Mr.  Barecroft  his  Apothecary 
my  Sentiments,  who  told  me,  if  I  defir’d  it,  he 
wrou’d  take  the  Method  I  propos’d,  which  he  be¬ 
liev’d  to  be  right,  but  conformable  to  my  Father’s 
Defire  forbore,  and  icon  I  was  an  Eye-witnefs  of  the 
Confrquence  of  fuch, Treatment,  and  my  Father  wras 
inten ’d  in  St.  Dunftan  s  Church  Fleet-Street ,  in 
the  Year  1725. 

The  Misfortunes  that  happen’d  to  my  Father  w^ere 
fuch  as  might  have  happen’d  to  any  other  Gentle¬ 
man,  he  luffer’d  by  his  Uncle,  from  whom  he  had 

great 
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great  Expectations.  Elad  my  Father  negleCted  his 
Wife  and  numerous  Family,  and  fpent  his  Eftate  in 
Luxury  and  Debauchery,  or  had  he  either  Gam'd, 
or  Sported  it  away,  he  muft  not  only  have  been  re¬ 
proach'd  by  the  World,  but  blam'd  and  cenfur'd 
by  his  Wife  and  Children:  But  in  juftice  to  his 
Memory  I  muft  aflert,  he  was  a  great  Scholar,  an 
eminent  Council,  a  fober  honeft  religious  Man,  who 
fcorn'd  in  all  Circumftances  of  his  Life  a  mean  Action, 
and  abhorr'd  a  difhoneft  one,  but  was  ever  ftedfaft 
to  his  Truft,  he  was  a  loving  Husband,  and  tender 
Father,  the  Regard  and  CompalTion  he  had  for  the 
Diftrefs'd,  often  engag'd  him  in  Pauper-Caufes, 
which  he  us'd  to  fupport  at  his  own  Expence,  and 
at  a  Time  he  could  not  well  afford  it,  but  as  it 
was  from  a  Motive  of  doing  Good,  I  hope  he  now 
receives  his  Reward  in  Heaven. 

I  fhould  be  remifs  in  my  Duty,  to  the  Memory 
of  fo  good  a  Woman  as  my  Mother  liv'd  and  dy'd, 
fhould  I  in  filence  pafs  by  her  Remains  now  lying  in 
Great  Granfden  Church;  this  good,  pious,  dutiful 
Wife,  and  tender  Mother,  with  a  {lender  Fortune, 
W'as  reduc'd  long  to  ftruggle  with  many  Children, 
which  file  underwent  with  the  greateft  Refignation, 
and  Chearfulnefs,  and  often  would  confefs  her  Trou¬ 
bles  were  chiefly  for  her  Children  who  had  enter'd  1 
upon  Difficulties  betimes,  and  none  fo  foon,  and  fo 
great  as  myfelf  which  1  have  fet  forth :  But  fhould 
I  attempt  to  fpeak  the  juft  Praifes  of  my  deceas'd 
Mother,  I  might  perhaps  be  thought  to  fay  too  much, 

I  fhall  therefore  only  add  to  the  Duty  of  a  good 
Wife  and  Mother;  that  fhe  was  friendly  and  fincere, 
Charitable  and  ftriftly  a  religious  good  Chriftian, 
fhe  bore  all  Afflictions  with  chearfulnefs,  and  a  long 
Ulnefs  with  the  utmofl  Patience  and  Refignation,  and 
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agreeable  to  her  Prayers,  fhe  was  remov'd  from  this 
World  to  a  Better,  the  8th  of  September  1 742, 

My  Grand -Father  had  three  Wives,  with  whom 
he  had  good  Fortunes,  he  built  a  large  handfome 
Houfe,  out  Houfes,  with  Gardens,  Groves,  Fifh- 
Ponds,  long  Rows  of  Trees  leading  up  to  a  piealant 
large  Wood,  a  very  agreeable  Place  in  a  good  Situ¬ 
ation,  about  fifty  meafur’d  Miles  from  London ,  in 
the  Center  of  feveral  market  Towns.  I  can’t  lay 
exadly  what  my  Grand-Father  dy’d  worth,  but  to 
the  befit  of  my  Knowledge  twas  near  twenty-thou- 
fand  Pounds,  he  left  three  Daughters  whole  Fortunes 
were  three-  thoufand  Pounds  each,  which  makes  me 
believe  after  thofe  Fortunes  and  other  Matters  claim’d 
my  Father’s  Eftate  (exclufive  of  Practice)  was  about 
fix-hundred  Pounds  per  Annum. 

I  have  briefly  given  the  Reader  an  Account  of 
the  Misfortunes  of  my  Father,  and  the  caufe  of  the 
firft  Reduction  of  his  Family,  I  fliall  onlv  obferve 
that  all  pollible  Care  was  taken  to  inftrud,  and  lo- 
fcerly  to  bring  up  a  numerous  Family,  and  befides 
myfelf,  there  are  now  living  three  Brothers  and 
four  Sifters  who  all  fhare  my  good  Wifhes  and  Af¬ 
fection. 

I  continued  with  my  Mother  and  went  to  School 
at  Great*  Granfden,  till  1  was  ten  Years,  when  a 
good  Uncle  my  God-Father,  then  a  Phyfician  at 
Bijh  op-  Star  fjord  in  HertfordjJoire ,  fent  for  me  to 
that  School,  where  I  continued  fome  Years  under  the 
Inftrudion  of  the  learned  Dr.  Tooke ,  where  I  had 
an  Opportunity  of  being  known  by  feveral  young 
Gentlemen,  who  many  of  them  are  now  Gentlemen 
of  great  Worth  and  Dignity  ’  (who  upon  reading 
this  Narrative,  I  hope  will  be  mov’d  to  compaffio- 
nate  a  diftrefs’d  School-Fellow*)  I  ftudy’d  a tBiJhop- 

Start~ 
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Start  ford  School,  till  my  Uncle  ask'd  me  if  I  wou'd 
go  to  the  Univer/lty  of  Cambridge  and  be  bred  a 
Phyfician,  or  go  to  London  and  be  bred  an  Apothe¬ 
cary  ;  but  J  like  other  filly  Boys,  willing  to  get  from 
School,  refus’d  going  to  Cambridge ,  which  to  this 
Pay  1  earnefily  lament,  but  imprudently  chofe  to 
go  Apprentice  to  an  Apothecary  in  London ,  and  I 
was  loon  lent  to  one  Mr.  Cornelius  a  worthy  ho¬ 
ned  Man,  and  an  underftanding  Apothecary,  who 
then  liv’d  in  Fenchurch-Street  in  the  City  of  Lon¬ 
don,  and  whole  Brother  lately  kept  the  Rofe-tavcrn 
without  Temple- Bar. 

In  the  Year  1715,  I  was  fat  Apothecary’s  Hall) 
bound  Apprentice  to  Mr.  Ralph  Cornelius ,  he  was 
a  very  good  Mailer  to  me,  and  allowing  for  feme 
little  Inadvertencies  of  Youth,  without  Oftentation 
I  was  as  good  an  Apprentice,  I  firft  endeavour'd  to 
obtain  a  Knowledge  of  Simples  and  their  Virtues, 
next  the  Art  of  Compofition  and  making  Medicines, 
and  to  acquire  a  compleat  Knowledge  of  Quantity 
and  Quality.  And  as  I  advanc’d  farther  in  my 
Apprentifhip  I  attended  the  Sick  and  made  the  moft 
Uriel  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  of  Diftempers  I  was 
then  capable  of,  with  the  Symptoms  that  attended 
and  by  what  Method  treated,  obferving  the  Effect 
of  Medicines  and  the  Power  and  Efforts  of  Nature; 
and  at  my  leifure  Hours  read  fuch  Books  as  were 
recommended  to  me,  and  as  often  as  I  had  opportu¬ 
nity  I  went  to  St.  Thomas's  Hofpital:  Thus  I  went 
on  with  my  Mailer  as  well  as  could  be  wifh’d  for 
till  the  Year  1719*  Having  ferv’d  better  than  half 
my  Apprentifhip,  my  Mailer  gave  me  leave  to  go 
into  the  Country  to  fee  my  Relations  for  a  Month, 
as  it  is  cuilomary  for  Apprentices  fo  to  do:  This 
happen'd  in  that  ever  memorable  South- Sea  Tear , 

when 
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•when  a  Vein  of  Madnefs  leem'd  to  run  through  the 
Kingdom;  and  I  amongft  the  reft  was  willing  to  get 
a  little  Money,  which  I  thought  wou’d  be  very 
fuitable  at  that  Time,  to  cut  a  Figure  with  in  the 
Country.  South-Sea  Stock  was  then  at  one-hundred 
per  Cent,  and  it  wras  very  difficult  td  get  Subfcrip- 
tions.  Sir  John  Fellows  and  Charles  Joy ,  Ejq ; 
were  Governors,  both  whole  Families  were  Patients 
to  my  Matter;  a  Gentleman  defirous  of  getting  a 
Subfcription,  as  he  knew  I  flood  well  in  the  Favour 
of  thefe  Governors,  offer'd  me  ene-httnJWd- Guineas, 
to  procure  him  a  Subfcription  of  five-hundred  Pounds, 
for  which  I  apply ?d  to  Mr.  Joy,  who  readily  granted 
it  me,  and  I  was  paid  -one-kun^Sed  Guineas  as  a 
Premium  for  procuring  him  a  Subfcription  of  five- 
hundred  Pounds:  This  I  thought  was  a  fine  Sum  to 
equip  a  young  Fellow  to  cut  a  Flalh  with,  in  the 
Country,  though  in  the  firft  Place  I  pay'd  all  that 
had  any  demands  upon  me,  and  fent  my  Mother  a 
Prefent,  telling  her  I  ffiould  foon  pay  her  a  Vifit;  I 
went  and  bought  me  a  fine  Hunter  in  Smith-Field , 
and  dreft  me  like  a  young  'Squire,  and  fet  off  for  a 
Months  Pleafure,  which  was  lo  agreeable  after  four 
Years  clofe  Confinement  that  made  me  have  a  great 
Defire  to  ftay  a  little  longer;  I  accordingly  took  a 
ride  to  London  to  wait  on  my  Matter,  to  beg  the 
Indulgence  of  another  Month,  and  told  him  there 
was  a  young  Fellow  of  my  Acquaintance  juft  out  of 
his  Time,  who  would,  with  his  leave,  fupply  my 
Place  during  my  ftay  in  the  Country,  for  which  I 
would  latisfy  him:  My  Matter  was  fo  Indulgent  to 
give  me  leave  to  ftay  another  Month,  but  I  meeting 
with  fuch  good  ulage  and  delightful  fport  at  hunt¬ 
ing,  (which  I  naturally  too  much  lov'd,)  flay'd  in 
the  Country  fix  Months  inftead  of  two,  and  then 

return’d 
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return’d  to  my  Duty,  paid  my  Journeyman,  and 
afterwards  ftuck  clofe  to  Bufinefs. 

After  my  return  Mrs.  Cornelius ,  as  an  Inftance  of 
her  good  Willies  for  my  Welfare,  would  have 
brought  a  Match  about,  betwixt  me  and  Mifs 
fVeflron ,  an  only  Daughter  of  a  wealthy  Haberdafher 
of  fmall  W ares  next  Door  but  one  to  us.  This  young 
Gentlewoman  as  never  being  from  Home  was  want¬ 
ing  in  thofe  Accomplilhments  her  Fortune  requir’d, 
and  her  Charms  were  chiefly  in  her  Father’s  long 
Baggs,  who  was  computed  to  be  a  twenty-thoufand 
Pound  Man.  My  good  Miftrefs  in  order  to  my 
carrying  on  an  Amour  got  a  Milk- woman  into  the 
Secret,  where  I  was  to  meet  Mifs  to  drink  Sillabub  ; 
and  I  believe  had  I  follow’d  the  Advifemy  Miftrefs 
gave  me  by  a  clofe  Purfuitof  my  Addreffes  I  fliould 
have  fucceeded  •  but  the  principal  Reafonof  my  In¬ 
difference  was,  a  Pretty  young  Lafs  Apprentice  to 
my  Namefake  a  Milliner  at  the  Queen's  Head  in 
Lombard-Street ,  with  whom  I  was  much  Capti¬ 
vated,  and  fhe  really  was  a  well  bred,  fober,  genteel 
young  Woman,  whofe  Accomplilhments  and  Perfon, 
were  equally  engaging:  She  was  the  Daughter  of  a 
reputable  Attorney  in  the  City,  who  had  left  a 
Widow,  one  Son  and  three  Daughters,  the  Widow 
was  much  of  a  Gentlewoman,  whom  1  vilitcd  feveral 
times,  and  was  genteelly  treated;  I  kept  Company 
feme  time  with  her  Daughter,  but  never  brought 
matters  to  a  Promife,  we  were  not  fo  much  in  a 
hurry,  being  both  Apprentices,  and  her  Mother 
had  too  much  Difcretion  to  forward  our  Deflxu&iom 
and  Ihe  knew  too  that  I  fliould  as  well  as  her 
Daughter  forfeit  not  only  our  Indentures,  but  our 
Freedom  of  the  City.  I  confulted  my  Matter,  who 
.advifed  me  not  to  marry,  and  told  me  the  ill  Con- 
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fequenccs  that  wou’d  attend  it,  not  that  he  had  any 
diflike  to  Mils  'Nanny  Stacey ,  but  I  was  to  confider 
that  it  was  abfolutely  Neceffary  to  have  a  Fortune 
of  one  Side;  indeed  fays  he,  was  you  to  marry  Mils 
JVejtron ,  neither  the  Remainder  of  your  Apprenti- 
foip,  or  Freedom  would  be  of  any  Corifideration; 
fuch  a  Fortune  would  make  you  Independant  of  Bu¬ 
finefs,  &c*  And  upon  his  Advice  I  droptmy  Amour, 
and  this  young  agreeable  Gentlewoman  foon  met 
with  a  good  Husband  of  a  handfome  Fortune,  who 
kept  his  Coach,  which  1  hope  fee  rides  in  to  this  Day. 

By  this  Time  I  had  fervid  fix  Years,  and  was 
turn’d  of  one  and  twenty,  and  not  to  be  vain  was 
allow’d  to  have  made  a  good  Progreis  in  the  Art 
of  my  Profeffion;  had  a  great  deal  of  Favour  feewn 
me  at  Home  and  Abroad,  refpecled  by  all  our  Pati¬ 
ents;  and  my  Mailer  having  a  junior  Apprentice, 
and  a  Labourer,  the  Chief  of  my  Bufinefs  was  to 
vifit  the  Patients,  and  where  no  Phyfician  was  em¬ 
ploy’d,  I  (by  the  Requeft  of  my  Mailer)  directed 
molt  of  the  Medicines  our  Patients  took;  my  Mailer 
feew’d  me  the  greater  Regard,  as  he  was  acquainted 
with  my  Father,  and  knew  the  great  Misfortunes  that 
had  lately  befell  his  Family.  Belides  eating  at  his 
Table  and  having  an  handfome  Room  to  myfelf,  when 
other  Apprentices  lay  under  the  Compter ;  he  alfo  gave 
me  a  Priviledge  he  never  did  to  any  Apprentice  be¬ 
fore,  for  my  diligence  and  care  of  his  Bufinefs ;  he 
told  me  as  I  was  acquainted  with  many  young  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  if  any  of  them  ftould  have  occafion  for  my 
AfTifiance  in  the  venereal  Way,  I  might  Pra&ice, 
and  make  what  Advantage  I  could,  only  keeping 
an  Account  of  what  Medicines  I  gave,  and  paying 
him  prime  Coll.  This  Indulgence  I  thankfully  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  I  feall  not  enlarge  ihould  I  fay,  I  made 

near 
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near  fifty  Pounds  a  Year  of  it}  this  kept  me  hand— 
fomly  in  Cloths  and  pocket  Money.  Amongftmy 
Patients,  one  in  particular  was  a  M after  Sadler ,  in 
the  Neighbourhood,  whom  I  had  a  Demand  on  for 
five  Guineas,  and  he  had  the  honefty  to  refufe  pay¬ 
ing  me,  thinking! acted  in  a  clandeftine  Manner  un¬ 
known  to  my  Matter,  and  thought  I  neither  could 
or  dar’d  demand  any  Pay;  I  told  my  Matter  the 
Affair,  he  bid  me  go  to  an  Officer  of  the  Poultry - 
Compter ,  and  tell  him  to  arrett  fuch  a  Man  in  his 
Name;  (this  was  before  Perfons  were  oblig'd  to 
fwear  to  their  Debts  before  they  con’d  fue  for  them,) 
accordingly  I  did,  and  the  Officer  had  got  my  Pa¬ 
tient  in  the  Evening  at  the  Mitre-tavern  in  Fen- 
church-Street ;  my  Matter  being  fent  for,  the  Sadler 
ask’d  how  he  came  to  arrett  him  for  a  Debt  he  never 
contracted,  neither  did  he  owe  him  any  Thing,  up¬ 
on  that  or  any  other  Account,  my  Matter  reply’d, 
if  he  did  not  think  proper  to  apply  to  him,  he  had  to 
his  Man,  which  was  the  fame  Thing,  and  hefhould 
infift  upon  being  pay’d;  here  my  Patient  that  in¬ 
tended  to  have  bit  me,  was  oblig’d  to  pay  the  five 
Guineas  with  Charges  and  an  handfome  Treat  to  keep 
the  affair  a  Secret,  and  my  Matter  gave  me  the 
Money  that  very  Night.  , 

Such  favours  as  thefe  I  had  fhewn  me,  and  I  us’d 
my  beft  ehdeavours  to  make  a  fuitable  Return  by 
a  conftant  affiduity  in  his  Bufinefs,  which  I  can 
fafely  aver  I  did  as  well  in  his  Abfence  as  when  he 
was  at  Home.  Indeed  the  laft  Year  of  my  Time 
after  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Day  was  over,  I  us’d  in  an 
Evening  to  go  to  the  Coffee- Hop. fe  where  I  met  with 
my  Acquaintance,  and  afterwards  adjourn’d  to  the 
Cajtle-tavern  in  Lombard-Street ,  to  fpend  an  Hour 
or  two,  but  never  went  out  ’till  Bufinefs  was  taken 
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care  of,  and  then,  never  without  leaving  word  where 
I  went  to,  as  I  was  liable  to  be  wanted  at  any  Time ; 
but  one  Night  happening  to  flay  too  late,  my  Mailer 
fat  up,  in  order  to  rebuke  me,  and  when  I  came 
home,  he  ask'd  why  I  fray  ’d  fo  long  and  kept  the 
Family  up ;  I  having  had  a  Glafs  too  much,  told  him 
I  left  word  where  I  was,  and  if  I  had  been  wanted 
I  fhould  have  come  fooner,  had  I  been  lent  for;  this 
Anfwer  put  my  Mailer  in  a  Faflion  and  fo  exalper- 
ated  him  that  he  ftruck  me,  I  told  him  I  thought  I 
was  too  big  to  be  beat,  and  as  he  never  attempted 
it  before,  I  fhould  not  fubmit  to  it  now,  which  pro¬ 
vok'd  him  to  repeat  his  Blows:  I  turn’d  by  his 
Cane,  and  caught  him  by  the  Collar  and  kick'd  up 
his  Heels,  but  never  ftruck  him,  my  Miftrefs  and 
the  Servants  came  and  parted  us,  and  I  was  very 
much  concern'd  at  this  unlucky  Fray. 

The  next  Morning  when  he  came  into  the  Shop, 
he  told  me  I  mu  ft  go  before  the  Chamberlain  for 
beating  him,  as  he  laid;  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  fpeak 
with  you  firft,  as  we  never  before  quarreU'd,  and  I 
hope  never  fhall  again,  and  you  know  very  well  Sir, 
that  I  have  hitherto  behav’d  as  I  ought  to  you,  and  I 
am  alfofenfibleofyour  Favours  and  Indulgence,  there¬ 
fore  I  think  it  will  be  moil  advifable  to  take  no 
farther  Notice  but  to  drop  it?  No  he  reply'd,  he'd 
make  an  example  of  me ;  nay  Sir,  if  that's  the 
Cafe  you  muft,  but  X  wou'd  have  you  confider  one 
Thing ;  confider  what  Sir,  why  that  you  are  pretty 
much  in  the  Country,  and  then  the  Bufinefs  is  in¬ 
ti  rely  left  to  my  care,  which  you  never  found  neg¬ 
lected  in  your  Abfence,  nor  fhall  it  yet,  but  if  you 
do  expofe  me  by  going  before  the  Chamberlain ,  X 
neverthelefs  will  take  all  the  Care  X  can  of  your 
X^atients,  but  X  never  will  give  one  penny-worth  of 
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Phyfick  more  than  I  think  they  abfolutely  Hand  in 
need  of*  this  gave  a  turn  to  his  Paffion,  he  dropt  the 
Affair,  and  vve  continu'd  in  good  friendfhip  for  fome 
time. 

Another  unlucky  Circumftance  (bon  after  hap¬ 
pen'd  which  parted  me  from  my  Mailer  after  I  had 
ferv'd  almoft  feven  Years. 

My  Mailer  had  a  Patient  a  Dyer  in  Southwark, 
whole  Family  were  very  intimate  with  my  Mafter 
and  his;  this  fame  Dyer  had  a  Daughter,  I  had 
fixed  my  Affe&ions  on,  after  my  other  two  love  In¬ 
trigues;  as  to  the  others,  one  of  them  had  Money, 
and  no  other  Charms,  the  la  ft  had  all  Charms  but 
no  Money,  but  this  had  both;  I  had  been  acquainted 
with  her  by  coming  to  vifit  Mr.  Cornelius  s  .Family 
five  or  fix  Years,  and  fhe  was  a  fweet  temper'd 
agreeable  Girl  about  fixteen  and  likely  to  make  a 
fine  Woman.  W  hen  her  Parents  difeover’d  my  In¬ 
clinations  to  their  Daughter,  I  had  what  encourage¬ 
ment  I  could  defire,  all  the  Objection  was,  their 
Daughter  was  too  young,  but  two  or  three  Years 
hence,  if  we  fhould  like  each  other  they  fhould  be 
very  agreeable  to  it,  but  neither  Mifs  nor  myfelf 
were  willing  to  trull  the  uncertain  event  of  fo  long 
a  Time,  and  we  had  at  la  ft  brought  the  Parents  to 
confent. 

My  Mailer  and  Miftrefs  Cornelius  both  approv'd 
of  this  Affair  very  well,  till  they  faw  all  Parties  in 
good  Earneft,  when  they  began  to  think  fuch  a 
Match  would  interfere  with  their  Intereft,  as  they 
were  not  only  liable  to  lofe  Mr.  Cole's  Bufinefs,  but 
feveral  more  Families  related  to  them,  fhould  1  marry 
Mifs  Cole  and  fettle  in  Town.  Thefe  confederations 
of  my  Mailer's  were  very  juft,  and  when  intereft  is 
at  Hake,  what  friendfhip  will  oyer  balance  it?  and 

as 
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as  ’twas  my  Matter’s  intereft  to  break  off  this  Engage¬ 
ment,  it  quite  broke  off  all  friendftiip  betwixt  us, 
and  we  parted. 

There  was  an  Apothecary  in  the  fame  Street, 
whofe  Name  was  Clarke ,  to  whom  I  was  well 
known,  I  went  directly  and  contracted  tofervehini 
as  a  Journeyman,  before  1  was  legally  difcharg’d 
from  Mr.  Cornelius .  This  was  a  wrong  Step  in  me, 
and  Mr  Clarke  fhould  have  known  better,  and  have 
ftrft  talk’d  with  my  Matter  Cornelius  before  he  had 
contracted  with  me,  and  in  all  probability  matters 
wou'd  have  been  accommodated,  and  I  had  return’d 
and  ftay’d  my  time  with  Mr.  Cornelius  as  I  ought,, 
Yis  certainly  very  imprudent  and  unfair,  for  one  Man 
to  encourage  another  Man’s  Apprentice;  however, 
Mir.  Clarke  and  I  contracted,  and  I  liv’d  with  him 
till  after  playing  with  the  Bait,  I  at  laft  was  catch’d 
in  earneft. 

Mir.  Clarke  was  an  ingenious  Man  and  had  a  good 
Deal  of  Bufinefs,  but  he  lov’d  his  Glafs,  and  was 
not  a  little  Negligent,  and  wanted  fome  Perfon  that 
was  capable  and  diligent:  He  had  a  very  pretty, 
fcber  Youth  Apprentice,  whofe  genius  and  early 
Inclinations  to  diligence,  join’d  to  a  Capacity  which 
promis’d  his  becoming  what  he  now  really  is,  a  very 
ingenious  Man,  and  an  eminent  Apothecary,  whofe 
Circumftances  by  a  prudent  Oeconomy  are  equal  to 
his  Accomplishments,  whofe  Name  is  Evans ,  and 
lives  now  in  Doclors-Cowmons ;  As  I  before  faid, 
Mir.  Clarke  wanted  fome  Perfon  capable  of  attending 
his  Bufinefs,  which  I  believe  I  did  to  his  Satisfaction 
and  his  Patients,  during  the  Time  I  liv’d  with  him. 
Amongft  other  Patients  I  was  fent  for  to  fee  one  Mr. 
Bently's  Son ,  who  was  then  at  Mr.  Pemberton's , 
at  the  §ign  of  the  Coach  and  Horfes  in  Northum¬ 
berland^ 
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berland- Ally  in  Fenchurch-Street ;  this  Mr.  Pem¬ 
berton  had  (fome  few  Years  before)  married  the 
Wife  of  Robert  Hull  who  kept  the  fame  Houle  and 
livery  Stables  thereunto  belonging,  and  left  a  Wi¬ 
dow  with  one  Son  and  four  Daughters,  the  Eldtft 
was  married,  the  Son  and  other  three  were  at  home, 
pretty,  .mod eft,  fober  young  Women;  and  one  in 
particular  greatly  took  my  Fancy,  and  by  my  re¬ 
peated  vifits  to  my  Patients,  I  contracted  fuch  a 
liking  to  her,  that  I  ask’d  her  Father-in-law  if  he 
would  bellow  his  Daughter  upon  me,  I  found  en¬ 
couragement  enough  from  all  Parties,  and  as  my 
Mailer  Clarke  had  been  making  overtures  of  part- 
nerlhip  to  me,  in  cafe  I  would  advance  three-hundred 
Pounds,  I  told  the  Father  and  Mother,  Hik'd  their 
Daughter  fo  well,  if  they  would  give  me  three-hun¬ 
dred  Pounds, (  for  which  Sum  Mr.  Clarke  wou'd  take 
me  into  Partnership,)  I  would  gladly  marry  their 
Daughter;  I  receiv'd  no  pundual  Anfwer,  but  they 
gave  me  reafons  to  expeCt  great  matters,  by  Money 
and  Board,  &c.  Mr.  Clarke  was  conllantly  every 
Evening  at  the  Mitre-taroern  in  Dukes-Place  near 
Aldgate ,  and  about  eight  or  nine,  if  I  was  not  with 
him  before,  he  would  fend  for  me,  where  we  com¬ 
monly  flipp'd  and  drank  a  Glafs  together :  I  had  told 
him  before  that  I  had  feen  a  young  Woman  at  fuch 
an  Houfe,  and  ask'd  him  after  their  Circumllances, 
and  that  i  had  fome  converfation  with  her  Father 
and  Mother,  and  told  him  what  had  pafs'd  betwixt 
us,  and  that  they  feem'd  to  like  my  propofals,  but 
could  not  get  them  to  any  certainty  as  yet.  Mr. 
Clarke  alfur'd  me  they  were  People  of  good  Worth, 
and  that  I  might  depend  upon  their  giving  me  three- 
hundred  Pounds  to  come  into  partnerlhip ;  but  fays 
he,  it  will  chiefly  depend  upon  what  Charader  I 
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Avail  give  you,  which  muft  be  to  your  Advantage, 
and  accordingly  the  next  Day  they  did  enquire  alter 
me,  and  at  Night  as  ufual  I  went  to  him  at  the 
Mitre ,  when  he  acquainted  me  what  he  had  faid  to 
Mr.  Pemberton^  and  that  he  wais  quite  fatisfied  with  it, 
and  1  need  not  fear  but  he  would  ad  vance  the  Money 
requir’d  and  I  will  directly  take  you  in  Partners. 
I  told  him  again  I  had  been  there  and  talk’d  farther 
upon  the  Subject  and  found  no  difficulty  in  carrying 
my  Point,  could  I  be  fecure  of  the  Money.  God 
knows  what  Clarke's  intention  was,  when  he  told 
me,  you  may  depend  upon  the  Money  and  rely  on 
my  Promife,  fo  you  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  get 
married.  Though  Mr.  Clarke  had  feemingly  great 
Bufinefs,  yet  a  good  deal  of  it  was  amongft  the 
poorer  Sort  of  Jews ,  who  took  advantage  of  his 
Indolence,  and  feldom  paid  him  any  Thing,  and 
thofe  who  could,  he  neglected  giving  Bills  to,  and 
by  one  mifmanagement  or  another  he  was  pretty 
much  put  to  it,  which  makes  me  think  now,  could 
he  have  got  money  of  me  or  any  other  Perfon  ’twas 
no  matter  of  concern  of  his,  how  he  got  it,  or 
what  they  fuffer’d:  And  I,  an  unthinking  young 
Fellow  very  much  inamour’d  and  fond  of  being 
Matter,  what  with  old  Pembertons  Prosmifes  and 
Clarke's  Affurances,  infix  Weeks,  unknown  to  any 
Relation  contracted  Matrimony;  and  here  began 
an  mediant  Scene  of  Mifery  from  O&ober  the  4th 
1 722,  to  O Sober  1754. 

In  a  few  Days  1  was  too  much  convinc’d  what 
muft  be  the  unhappy  Confequence  of  fo  rafh  and  irre¬ 
trievable  an  Action:  God  knows  I  had  only  five 
Pounds  I  borrow’d  of  a  Diftillers  Man  to  purchafe  a 
Licence  and  to  pay  for  the  Celebration  of  thefe  happy 
Nuptials,  and  after  a  wedding  Dinner  at  the  Swan 

at 
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it  Chelfea ,  my  Stock  was  greatly  exhaufted,  and 
inftead  of  three-hundred  Pounds  not  one  Farthing, 
a  Dinner  or  two  1  was  favour'd  with,  when  I  foon 
difcover'd  a  coolnels.  My  new  Mother  firft  be¬ 
gan  with  her  diflike  to  my  tye-Wigg  and  Ruffles; 
fhe  thought  they  were  too  grand  for  her  Son, 
and  indeed,  I  as  foon  thought  they  did  look  too 
grand  for  my  new  Parents;  I  told  good  Madam 
Pemberton ,  Ruffles  were  what  I  ever  wore,  and 
moft  of  our  Profeflion  did  tye-Wiggs,  as  for 
me,  I  wore  them  moft  Part  of  my  Apprenti- 
fhip;  but  what  I  underftood  by  this  pious  old 
Lady,  fhe  and  her  contort  were  hatching  a  dif¬ 
like  in  order  to  excufe  themfelves  from  their 
Promifes,  and  foon  my  good  Father-in-Law  told 
me,  he  heard  I  did  not  flay  my  Time  quite 
out  with  Mr.  Cornelius ,  I  told  him  that  I 
thought  Mr.  Clarke  had  given  him  an  Account 
of  that,  as  I  flay'd  the  Remainder  with  him: 
Another  time  he  told  me  he  heard  I  ow'd  a 
great  deal  of  Money;  which  I  told  him  Was 
abfolutely  falfe,  and  defired  he  wou'd  produce 
the  Perfons  I  ow'd  it  to,  or  the  Perfon  who 
told  him  I  did  owe  Money,  for  I  do  folemnly 
declare,  to  the  beft  of  my  Memory,  befides  the 
five  Pounds  borrow'd  to  be  marry 'd  with,  I  did 
not  owe  ten  more  in  all  the  World,  which  was 
but  a  trifle  to  a  Man  who  had  marry'd  a  For¬ 
tune,  and  was  dire&ly  going  into  Bufinefs:  Ano¬ 
ther  thing  more  falfe  than  the  other  two,  was, 
he  told  me  that  I  had  a  baftard  Child,  which 
was  kept  at  four  Shillings  per  Week,  which, 
as  God  knows  the  Secrets  of  all  Men,  is  as  falfe, 
as  God  is  true:  I  never  arriv'd  at  that  honour: 
And  laftly,  he  and  the  good  old  Woman  both 
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pretended,  I  marry'd  againft  their  confent  and  un¬ 
known  to  them.  Very  righteous  indeed!  My 
valuable  Friend  Clarke  went  with  me  to  Doctors - 
Commons  for  a  Licence  to  com  pleat  my  Ruin; 
but  upon  the  Prodtor’s  being  inform'd  fhe  had 
a  Father  and  Mother  living  and  in  Town,  they 
would  not  grant  us  a  Licence,  unlefs  one  or  both 
of  them  came,  and  for  fear  one  was  not  fuffici- 
ent,  they  both  came  to  Dodlors-Commons  to  at- 
teft  their  confent  and  approbation,  and  then  I 
had  the  Materials  of  Deftrudion  deliver'd  to  me, 
and  the  next  Morning  the  good  old  People  ac¬ 
companied  us  to  a  Church  adjoining  to  little  More- 
Gate,  where  the  old  Gentleman  beftowed  his 
Daughter  upon  me,  by  giving  her  away,  and  my 
Mother-in-l  aw  flood  by;  after  the  Ceremony  was 
over,  we  all  adjourn'd  to  a  Tavern  and  Break- 
fafted,  and  at  Noon  I  was  favour'd  with  my  new 
Father  and  Mother's  company  to  dine  with  us  at  the 
Swan  at  Chelfea ,  the'  they,  nor  any  one  elfe  of¬ 
fer'd  to  pay  one  Penny  ;  and  when  I  return'd  to 
a  Lodging  the  old  Woman  had  procur'd  for  us 
in  Goodmamfields ,  I  had  not  fo  much  as  one 
Shilling  to  give  the  Drums;  now  whether  or  no 
I  ftole  my  Wife,  I  leave  to  Judgment. 

In  about  a  Week  or  ten  Days  time,  having 
no  Money,  no  Friendlhip,  out  of  Bufinefs,  and  the 
thoughts  of  partnerfhip  quite  laid  a-fide,  I  was 
oblig'd  to  take  my  leave  of  my  young  Spoufe, 
committing  her  to  the  Care  of  her  Father  and 
Mother;  I  then  made  a  vifit  to  mine.  The  fhort 
Time  of  Courtfhip,  at  moft  fix  Weeks,  and  only 
a  Week  or  ten  Days  matrimony,  had  made  no 
great  impreflions  upon  the  Mind  of  my  young 
Wife;  neither  were  the  matrimonial  Engagements 

equal 


Of  SIMON  M  A.  S  O  N.  27 

equal  to  the  Admonitions  of  fo  good  a  Mother, 
rhat  parting  with  a  Husband  was  a  Matter  of 
lndifferency. 

In  Odlober  1722,  I  went  to  Granfden  to  vifit 
my  Parents,  who  were  greatly  fur  pris’d  to  fee  me, 
and  more  fo  as  I  walk’d  it ;  I  told  my  Mother 
the  whole  Affair,  who  was  greatly  aftoniih’d 
and  concern’d,  I  told  her  I  hop’d  fhe  wou’d 
pardon  me,  for  ’twas  in  obedience  to  her  Com¬ 
mands,  who  often  affur’d  me,  if  I  had  ever  any 
wicked  commerce  with  the  Girls,  I  fhould  cer¬ 
tainly  go  to  the  Devil  ;  and  I  have  often  fpoke 
of  it,  not  only  to  my  Mother,  but  to  many 
more,  that  1  marry’d  in  order  to  efcape  going  to 
the  Devil,  but  have  had  a  Life  little  inferior  to  it. 

My  Mother  being  one  of  the  beft  temper’d 
compaffionate  Women  in  the  World,  wrote  a  Letter 
to  her  new  Sifter  Pemberton ,  to  invite  her  Daugh¬ 
ter  alfo  to  Granfden ,  who  came,  and  we  both 
flay’d  there  near  a  Twelvemonth,  where  my  Wife 
met  with  quite  different  treatment  than  what  I 
ever  had  from  any  of  her  Relations:  My  fond- 
nefs  and  my  Relations  kindnefs,  were  made  but 
a  bad  ufe  of,  for  my  Wife  thought  all  adora¬ 
tion  was  due  to  her  amiable  Perfon,  which  ex¬ 
ceeded  both  Fortune,  Education  and  Family;  and 
foon  difeover’d  a  Spirit,  which  by  indulgence  and 
fondnels,  was  greatly  improv’d. 

By  this  time  I  had  learnt  (but  not  from  my  Wife) 
that  her  Mother  (before  fhe  marry’d  Roger  Pem - 
bertonf)  made  a  Will,  and  gave  each  of  her  Children 
a  Fortune  of  forty  Pounds  to  be  paid  upon  the 
Day  of  Marriage,  or  at, the  Age  of  one  and  twenty; 
which  I  foon  inform’d  Mr.  Pemberton  of,  and 
that  I  expected  my  Wife’s  Fortune>  which  he 
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Jknew  he  could  not  evade,  whatever  he  could 
his  Promife;  and  this  demand  brought  Mafter 
Pemberton  to  Granfden ,  and  he  told  me  I  ftiould 
have  the  Money,  but  hop’d  I  would  put  my- 
felf  into  Bufinefs  with  it,  and  after  a  Day  or 
two’s  Pay  at  Granfden ,  we  went  to  vifit  my 
Brother,  an  Attorney  at  Newprt-Pagnell ,  to  con- 
fult  of  a  proper  Place  to  fix  in,  which  was 
Stoney-Stratford\  we  did  not  then  go  to  Stoney- 
Stratfordy  but  Mafter  Pemberton  return’d  to  Lon¬ 
don ,  leaving  me  and  my  Wife  at  my  Brother’s 
with  two  Guineas  in  Part  of  Payment. 

Pemberton  upon  his  return  to  London ,  went  to 
my  late  Mafter  Mr.  Cornelius ,  who,  as  well  as 
Clarhey  gave  me  |  good  Chara&er,  and  told  him 
I  underftood  my  Bufinefs  exceeding  well,  but  he 
faid  he  fear’d  I  had  married  too  foon,  unlefs 
I  had  married  better:  However  Mafter  Pember- 
tony  defir’d  he  wou’d  fend  me  fome  Medicines, 
fuch  as  he  thought  I  ftiould  want,  and  as  many 
as  he  could  afford  for  ten  or  twelve  Pounds, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  and  the  old  Gentleman 
foon  made  another  vifit  into  the  Country,  and 
we  took  a  Houfe  at  Stony-Stratfordy  and  there 
I  a  young  Fellow,  and  a  perfeft  Stranger,  fet  of 
with  ten  or  twelve  Pounds  Stock,  without  one 
Shilling  in  my  Pocket;  I  had  employ’d  one  John 
Forfitt ,  who  made  me  a  Compter,  feme  Shelves, 
Drawers,  and  painting  them  likewife,  for 

which  he  charg’d  me  nine  Pounds  fome  odd  Shillings. 

Notwithftanding  my  flender  fetting  off,  I  got  fome 
Bufinefs,  and  I  fhou’d  have  had  a  retail  Trade, 
but  I  had  no  Druggs  to  fell;  I  went  to  London 
to  receive  the  Remainder  of  my  Wifes  Fortune, 
to  pay  Forfitt  and  to  buy  fome  Druggs;  when 
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I  went  to  my  Father-in-law,  he  feem'd  to  be 
very  civil,  having  a  Point  to  carry,  accordingly 
in  the  Evening,  he  fent  for  Mr.  Burkin ,  a  School- 
Mafter  in  the  Neighbourhood,  and  after  my  affent- 
ing  to  all  Pemberton’s  demands  and  expences  in 
the  Country,  which  he  charg'd  to  me,  and  the 
five  Pounds  I  borrow'd  to  be  married  with,  and 
Mr.  Cornelius’s  twelve  Pounds,  and  two  Guineas 
left  me  at  Newport-Pagnell ,  I  had  not  above 
five  Pounds  to  receive;  and  after  I  had  fign’d 
the  Acquittance,  he  would  neither  give  nor  lend 
me  one  Farthing.  This  was  a  finall  Sum  to  buy 
Druggs  with,  and  to  return  home,  and*  to  live 
upon  till  I  could  make  fome  return  by  Bufinefs. 

The  next  Day,  I  meeting  ^one  Mr.  A 'pthorp , 
an  Apothecary  of  Potion  in  Bedfordjhire ,  told 
him  what  delemma  I  had  plung'd  myfelf  into : 
This  Mr.  Apthorp ,  was  my  Uncle;  he  married 
my  Fathers  Sifter,  with  whom  he  had  three-thou- 
fand  Pounds;  another  maiden  Sifter  who  boarded 
with  him,  was  my  God-mother,  and  fhe  at  her 
Death  left  her  Fortune  of  three-thoufand  Pounds, 
to  me,  my  Brothers  and  Sifters,  and  I  being  her 
God-fbn,  fhe  left  me  fifty  Pounds  to  put  me  out 
Apprentice  with,  and  five-hundred  Pounds  to  fet 
me  up,  if  I  was  put  to  bufinefs,  if  not,  the 
fame  Sum  to  be  paid  when  I  came  of  Age,  if 
educated  at  the  Univerfity:  But  this  Mr.  Apthorp 
thought  it  wou'd  be  a  pretty  Addition  to  his 
Wifes  Fortune,  and  the  Will  he  pretended  was 
loft,  whereby  his  Wife  being  Heir  at  Law,  he 
fecur'd  the  deceas'd  Sifter's  Fortune  for  his  own 
proper  Ufe ;  and  here  I  was  defrauded  of  five-hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  Pounds:  But  to  return;  this  good 
Uncle  of  mine  told  me  he  could  recommend  me 

to 
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to  a  Druggift,  who  fhould  give  me  what  Credit 
I  requir’d,  and  appointed  my  meeting  him  that 
Evening,  at  Mr.  Wackett's,  a  Druggift  on  Snow- 
Hill  ,  I  met  him  there,  and  we,  with  Mr.  fVackett 
went  to  the  Fountain-tavern  againft  St.  Sepulchers 
Church ,  where  we  fpent  the  Evening  together, 
and  I  gave  Mr.  Wackett  an  Order  for  about  twelve 
Pounds  worth  of  Druggs,  which  he  fent  to  Stoney - 
Stratford,  which  Place  I  fet  out  for  the  next 
Morning.  Upon  my  return  home,  being  very  glad 
I  had  got  a  little  Money,  and  a  fupply  of  Druggs, 
I  was  in  hopes,  with  frugality  and  diligence  they 
would  fupport  us  till  better  times;  but  as  I  was 
lately  mentioning  fome  Carpenters  Work,  and 
painting  being  done  by  John  For  fit t,  and  hav¬ 
ing  fome  talk  with  him  about  a  Board  being 
put  up  over  my  Door,  with  my  Name,  Pro- 
feffion,  from  London,  He,  whilft  I  was  gone 

to  London  made  a  fine  Board,  far  exceeding  my 
Direftions,  and  fix’d  it  up  over  my  Door,  and 
cunningly,  with  this  additional  Charge,  he  made 
his  demands  up  ten  Pounds,  for  which  Sum,  he 
had  fent  for  a  Writ,  while  I  was  gone  to  get 
the  Money  to  pay  him,  and  arrefted  me,  the 
very  Day  I  return’d  from  London ;  to  this  Arreft 
I  gave  bail,  and  dire&ly  went  to  London  to  ac¬ 
quaint  my  Father-in-law  about  it,  and  alfo  to 
let  Mr.  Wackett  know,  leaft  he  fhould  hear  of  it 
more  to  my  difadvantage  and  arreft  me  too;  but 
1  could  obtain  no  relief  from  Matter  Pemberton . 

I  went  then  to  acquaint  Mr.  Wackett  with 
this  unkind  Treatment,  who  thought  I  was  hardly 
us’d,  and  as  I  had  afted  fo  farely  with  him,  he 
would  do  me  all  the  Service  in  his  Power,  and 
in  the  Evening  we  met  at  the  Fountain-tavern, 

and 


Of  SIMON  MASON.  31 

and  he  brought  his  Father  with  him,  who  was 
a  wealthy  Farrier  in  Coleman-Street .  After  fome 
difcourfe,  I  mention'd  whofe  Daughter  I  had  mar¬ 
ried,  and  that  I  could  get  no  relief  from  that 
Quarter,  Mr.  Wachett  of  Coleman-Street,  told 
me,  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Pemberton , 
and  knew  him  when  he  was  Coachman  to  Mr. 
Try  on ,  a  Merchant  in  Lime-Street ,  and  was  pleas’d 
to  think  it  was  in  his  Power  to  be  of  ufe  to 
me  with  Pemberton ,  and  promis'd  that  the  next 
Morning  he  would  apply  to  him,  and  defir 'A, 
that  I  with  his  Son  the  Druggift  would  come 
the  next  Evening  to  fup  with  him,  and  hear  the 
Event  of  his  Application:  The  next  Night,  ac¬ 
cording  to  appointment  I  went  to  fupper  at  old 
Mr.  jVackett’s,  and  as  foon  as  I  fat  down,  in- 
ftead  of  a  Supper,  he  introduc'd  two  Bailiffs,  which 
took  me  dire&ly  to  a  lpunging  Houfe,  in  Grocers - 
Alley,  Cheapjtde ,  where  I  was  kept  clofe  confin'd, 
till  I  lent  to  Stoney-Stratford  for  the  Druggs,  which 
were  return'd  by  the  Waggon,  they  never  being 
fo  much  as  unpack'd,  and  I  paid  both  carriage 
to  and  from  Stoney-Stratford ,  and  a  great  Expence 
at  the  fpunging  Houfe  before  I  was  difeharg’d. 

'Tis  too  common  and  too  cruel,  for  Perfons  whofe 
Pride  won’t  fuffer  them  to  own  that  they  are 
not  able  to  do  what  they  engage  and  ought  to 
do;  but  in  order  to  evade  juftice,  and  excufe 
their  cruelties,  load  Perfons  with  fuch  Odiums 
they  deferve  not,  but  often  quite  the  reverfe,  which 
frequently  prevents  others  doing  even  the  common 
Offices  of  Humanity  ;  and  thus  was  I  treated  be¬ 
twixt  the  Farrier  and  Coachman ,  which  entirely 
demolifh'd  me  at  Stoney-Stratford ;  I  ordered  the 
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Remains  of  my  Shop,  to  be  fold  to  pay  For  fit  t 
his  cruel  unjuft  Demand  and  Expences;  and  my 
Wife  return'd  to  London ,  and  I  went  to  make 
a  fecond  Vifit  at  GranJ'den . 

My  Father  having  an  Intimacy  with  his  Brother 
Council,  the  Recorder  of  Cambridge ,  gave  me  a 
Letter  of  Credentials  to  him,  who  recommended 
me  to  Mr.  Casborn  an  apothecary  at  Cambridge , 
with  whom  I  covenanted,  as  a  Journeyman,  in 
which  capacity  the  confequenccs  will  prove  my 
Behaviour.  The  firft  unlucky  Accident  to  inter¬ 
rupt  my  quiet  was,  a  Wigg  X  ow'd  a  Barber 
in  Town  for,  it  being  but  a  fmall  Demand;  this 
Barber  transfer'd  his  Debt  to  an  Attorney,  who 
arrefted  me  without  any  Notice,  and  fent  me  to 
Cambridge  Cafile ;  (it  feems  Attorneys  have  an 
Indulgence  to  hold  Clients  to  bail  for  fmall  Sums,) 
I  did  not  give  bail  to  this  arreft,  as  I  could  not 
imagine  who  the  Writ  came  from,  for  I  could 
fwear  I  did  not  owe  ten  Pounds  to  any  Man; 
unlefs  my  Wife's  Relations  had  trump'd  up  a 
Demand  for  my  Wife's  lying-in,  who  now  had 
brought  forth  her  firft  born,  my  Son  and  Heir. 

As  foon  as  X  difcover’d,  who  had  fent  me  to 
Goal,  I  fent  to  my  Father  and  gave  him  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Caufe  of  my  Confinement;  he  di- 
reftly  wrote  to  Mr.  Servant  Not%  who  quickly 
made  the  Lawyer  glad  to  releafe  me,  and  the 
Tonfor  to  make  me  a  Prefent  of  the  Wigg,  and 
pay  all  Charges.  Being  fent  to  Goal  did  me 
fome  difcredit,  but  was  foon  remov'd  when  the 
true-  Caufe  was  known,  and  I  return'd  to  Mr. 
Casborn ,  whole  Bufinefs  X  attended  with  the  ut- 
moft  Diligence  and  Fidelity  to  the  great  Satis¬ 
faction  of  his  Patients,  as  well  as  himfelf. 
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Mr.  Casborn  had,  befides  good  Bufinefs,  a  very 
handfome  Eftate  that  excluded  him  from  lb  Arid 
an  application  as  thofe  who  have  bufinefs  only 
to  depend  on.  He  was  an  underftanding  facetious 
Man,  lov'd  his  Glafs,  and  kept  a  good  deal  of 
Company  that  engag'd  him  much  from  home,  I  have 
known  him  four  or  five  Days  together  at  the 
Tunns-tarvern  without  once  coming  home.  The 
Reception  1  met  with  from  his  Patients,  particu¬ 
larly  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Univerjity,  gave  him  a 
greater  opportunity  to  indulge.  One  After-noon 
he  fent  for  me  to  the  I'anns ,  and  after  a  Glafs 
or  two,  told  me,  he  had  fomething  to  offer,  which 
he  believ'd  would  be  both  agreeable  to  my  Incli¬ 
nations  and  Intereft ;  I  anlvver'd,  I  fhould  be  glad 
to  embrace  any  offer  confiftent  with  his  Pleafure, 
and  my  own  Intereft :  He  then  faid,  you  are  a 
young  Fellow  and  well  Qualified,  and  your  be¬ 
haviour  has  gain'd  you  a  general  good  opinion 
in  the  Univerfity,  fo  that  I  am  feldom  fent  for  to 
vifit  any  Gentleman  that  is  fick,  but  they  all 
fend  for  you,  which  I  am  well  pleas'd  at,  as  I 
had  rather  be  excus'd  and  take  my  Glafs ;  you 
know  my  Bufinefs,  and  if  you  like  it,  I  will 
give  it  over,  and  put  you  into  it,  I  thank’d  him 
and  faid  I  wou'd  gladly  accept  his  kind  offer, 
he  faid  you  know  I  have  a  very  good  Eftate, 
(I  believe  it  was  worth  better  than  two-hundred 
Pounds  per  Annum;)  which  will  maintain  me, 
and  my  two  youngeft  Daughters,  and  as  for  Nanny 
(who  was  an  agreeable  young  Gentlewoman,  and 
at  that  time  the  .Toaft  of  the  Univer/ity')  I  will 
(with  my  Shop,  Bufinefs,  Houfhold-Goods  and  an 
handfome  Sum  in  your  Pocket,)  make  you  a  Prefent 
of  j  (no  one  at  Cambridge  knew  I  was  then  married) 
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I  thank'd  him  very  kindly  and  told  him,  it  was 
a  favour  I  no  ways  merited,  'twas  an  offer  far 
exceeding  what  l  could  exped,  but  1  would  moft 
gladly  accept  it,  was  it  in  my  Power ;  (and  here 
I  curs'd  my  fate.)  In  your  Power  fays  he;  what 
are  you  engag'd  then?  Yes  too  far,  to  be  fo  happy 
as  you  and  your  Daughter  wou'd  make  me,  for 
really  Sir  to  undeceive  you  I  am  married;  mar¬ 
ried  fays  he!  then  you  are  ruin'd.  Iam  fo  or 
elfe  I  fhou'd  not  have  been  your  humble  Servant. 

This  offer  made  too  late  ferv'd  only  to  aug¬ 
ment  my  troubles;  to  think  my  complying  with 
my  Matter  Clarke’s  advice,  fhould  prevent  my 
embracing  this  moft  agreeable  advantageous  offer 
of  Mr.  Casborne ;  however,  we  fpent  the  Evening 
together  in  good  friendlhip,  and  I  continued  his 
Servant  upwards  of  a  Year,  during  which,  Mr. 
Casborn  had  feveral  times  propos'd  my  being  Part¬ 
ner;  but  as  fome  Gentlemen  advis'd  me  to  the 
contrary,  I  declin'd  accepting  this  Propofal. 

Some  Gentlemen  who  knew  what  had  pafs'd 
betwixt  Mr.  Casborn  and  myfelf,  were  concern'd 
that  it  was  out  of  my  Power  to  accept  his  kind 
offer,  which  they  all  approv'd,  and  as  I  had  now 
difcover'd  I  had  already  a  Wife  in  London ,  they 
thought  it  wou'd  be  more  agreeable  to  have  her 
with  me,  they  therefore  advis'd  me  to  fend  up;  I  told 
'em  that  I  wou'd  gladly  do,  but  that  it  was 
not  in  my  Power,  I  was  anfwer'd  that  they  be¬ 
liev'd  fome  Money  might  be  advanc'd  to  aflift 
me  in  fettling,  and  my  two  chief  Friends  were 
Dr.  Warren ,  then  Fellow  of  Emanuel  College , 
and  Mr.  Warham ,  Fellow  of  Jefus ,  both  pupil 
Mongers;  befides  many  more  Gentlemen,  fome 
Fellows  of  Colleges,  fome  Students  that  were  my 
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School-fellows  at  Biffjop-St  art  ford:  And  by  the 
advice  and  Promifes  of  thefe  Gentlemen  and  the 
affiftance  of  Dr.  Warren  and  Mr.  JVarham ;  I 
took  an  Houfe  in  Bridge-Street,  which  was  in  the 
Year  172 5,  when  that  worthy  good  Gentleman 
Mr.  Warbam ,  (whom  I  hope  is  now  living  and 
well  at  Suuavejy  in  Cambridgejhir e, )  knowing  that 
the  Reverend  Dr .  Limn ,  Arch-Deacon  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon,  and  then  Proftor  oi  Elfwortb  in  Cam- 
bridgejhire,  wras  my  Uncle  by  marrying  my  Fa¬ 
ther's  Sifter,  was  fo  kind  to  wait  on  him  with 
fome  Recommendations  of  me,  and  inform'd  him, 
that  he  and  many  more  Gentlemen  of  the  Uni - 
roerJity  were  inclin'd  to  aftift  me  in  fettling,  and 
to  promote  me  in  Bufinefs:  The  Dodor  thank'd 
him  for  his  good  intentions,  and  told  him  he  in¬ 
tended  to  bring  up  his  youngeft  Son  an  Apothe¬ 
cary,  and  he  had  rather  put  him  Apprentice  to 
me,  than  any  one,  which  he  did  as  loon  as  I  wras 
fix'd  in  my  Shop,  and  gave  me  great  encourage¬ 
ment;  Mr.  Warbam  return'd  overjoy'd  to  think 
how  favourable  all  circumftances  promis’d  in  my 
behalf. 

There  was  one  Strikes  a  Brazier  next  Door  to 
Mr.  CasborAs,  whom  I  was  very  intimate  with; 
he  hearing  I  was  going  to  fettle,  defir'd  he  might 
ferve  me  with  what  Goods  I  fhould  want  in  his 
Way,  and  farther  defir'd  he  might  recommend  a 
Druggift  to  me,  who  was  a  very  honeft  Man,  and 
y^hofe  Name  was  Holdgate,  and  liv'd  in  Bijhopf- 
'gate-Street )  when  I  wrent  to  London  to  buy  Potts 
and  Glafles  and  other  materials,  I  went  to  Mr. 
Holdgate,  who  had  receiv'd  intelligence  from  Stakes 
of  my  coming,  he  receiv'd  me  with  all  civility, 
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and  I  gave  him  an  Order  for  Druggs  cfV,  which  he 
fent  the  fame  Week  to  Cambridge . 

I  alfo  went  to  lee  my  Wife  and  Child,  and 
her  Relations,  who  upon  perceiving  this  Turn  of 
Affairs  were  very  glad  to  fee  me,  and  after  a 
fhort  Stay  I  return’d  to  Cambridge ,  and  fitted  up 
my  Shop,  and  as  loon  as  my  Houfe  was  furniftfid, 
I  fent  for  my  Wife  and  Child.  Dr.  Lunn  bound 
his  Son  Apprentice  to  me,  and  I  got  Very  good 
Eufinds.  Stakes  did  not  confider  that  by  obliging 
me,  he  difoblig’d  his  Wife’s  Apothecary  Lardener , 
who  feeing  me  thrive  and  creep  in  upon  his  bufi- 
nefs,  attack’d  the  weaker  Veflel  in  order  to  put 
a  flop  to  the  promiffing  Profpecl  1  had  of  well¬ 
doing:  I  was  daily  getting  ground,  and  went  on 
very  well,  not  fufpecting  what  was  contriving  in 
order  to  Deftroy  me. 

One  Evening  my  Friend  Stakes  came  to  ask 
me  to  fpend  an  Hour  with  him,  when  he  began 
with  feeming  friendfhip  to  tell  me,  he  thought 
tho’  I  met  with  Encouragement,  yet  for  want  of 
Money,  till  1  could  make  returns  by  my  Bufinels, 
he  imagin'd  I  mu  ft  be  a  little  put  to  it:  For  fays 
he,  thole  Gentlemen  who  aliified  you,  they  by 
fettling  of  their  Bills,  as  they  become  due  muft 
make  it  a  little  ftraight  with  you,  and  there  muft 
be  Money  to  fupport  your  Credit,  and  keep  Houfe 
with,  and  to  pay  a  few  fmall  demands,  naming  one 
Chambers  a  Linnen-Drapcr  and  fome  few  others* 
And  lays  Stakes ,  I  will  advance  you  fome  MoficJ 
to  fatisfie  thefe  demands,  and  you  fhall  take  time 
and  pay  me  as  you  can  with  conveniency.  I  thank’d 
him  for  his  kind  offer,  told  him  what  money  I 
ow’d  I  was  not  prefs’d  for,  and  that  I  fhould  be 
able  in  a  fhort  Time  to  pay;  however,  fays  he,  the 
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fooncr  you  pay  People  the  better,  you’ll  eftablifh 
yo'jrl'elf  •  we  will  go  and  pay  Mr.  Chambers  for 
the  Sheets  and  table  JLinnen  this  Evening,  which 
accordingly  we  did,  and  parted,  promifing  to  meet 
the  next  Evening  at  the  Mitre-tavern  in  order 
to  have  fome  more  money’  according  to  his  defire 
the  next  Evening  we  met,  and  he  brought  one 
Mr.  Pyke  an  Attorney,  to  fill  up  the  Bond  for 
the  Money.  He  (in  order  better  to  carry  on  his  De- 
lign  befides  paying  the  Night  before  feven  Pounds 
to  Chambers ,)  advanc’d  feven  Guineas  more,  and 
then  I  executed  the  Bond,  and  he  promis’d  me 
I  fhould  have  Money  at  any  Time  when  I  wanted 
it:  I  muft  own  Mr.  Pyke  his  Attorney,  aded  like 
an  honeft  Man;  he  faw  I  was  quite  ignorant  of 
what  I  was  doing,  he  faid  to  Stakes ,  I  think  it  is 
quite  right  Mr.  Majon  fhould  be  acquainted  with 
the  Nature  of  this  Bond,  Stakes  reply ’d,  yes,  pray 
do  Mr.  Pyke1  then  Mr.  Pyke  told  me  (tho’  after 
I  had  fign’d)  by  thefe  writings,  you  give  Mr. 
Stakes  a  Power  to  take  poffeffion,  or  fell  and  dif- 
pofe  of  all  your  Effeds  wrhen  he  pleafeth,  without 
being  accountable  to  you;  Stakes  fays  yes,  this 
is  Matter  of  Form,  and  to  put  it  into  my  Power 
to  prevent  any  body  elfe  hurting  you.  As  Stakes 
had  before  aded  fo  friendly,  I  could  not  miftruft 
he  had  any  other  view ;  I  faid  to  him,  Mr.  Stakes , 
you  do  this  to  keep  up  my  Credit,  and  in  cafe  I 
die  foon,  that  you  may  be  fecure,  for  as  to  pre¬ 
venting  any  ones  hurting  me  ’tis  not  in  the  Power 
of  any  one,  befides  Mr.  Greaves  the  Joiner  who 
has  not  yet  done  his  Work,  and  Mr.  Holdgate , 
the  Druggift  you  recommended  me  to,  whofe  de¬ 
mand  is  not  of  above  eight  Months  Handing,  and 
his  own  offer  was  to  give  me  a  twelvemonths 
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Credit,  and  afterwards  one  order  under  another. 
No,  Stakes  reply ’d,  I  don't  apprehend  you  are 
in  any  Danger,  but  your  Wife  is  going  to  lie-in, 
and  you’ll  have  occafion  for  moneys  and  you  need 
not  apply  for  any  credit,  I  will  let  you  have  money 
as  you  fhall  require ;  otherwife  you’ll  be  oblig’d  to 
ask  your  Patients  for  money  too  foon,  which  will 
be  a  hinderance  to  your  Bufinefs;  and  upon  thefe 
affurances  of  his  good  Intentions  we  parted. 

The  next  Morning  I  was  not  quite  fatisfied,  tho’ 
I  could  not  miftruft  he  had  any  Defign  to  hurt  me 
then,  yet  if  afterwards  he  ftiould  take  any  diflike, 
I  found  I  had  given  him  a  Power  to  deftroy  me, 
which  he  did. 

In  three  or  four  Days  after,  my  W ife  was  brought 
to  bed,  and  in  a  fortnight  I  had  my  Daughter 
baptiz’d,  and  Dr.  Sandy  s^  and  Dr.  Warren  and  a 
Gentlewoman  from  London ,  with  one  of  my  Sifters 
were  Refponcers.  We  had  a  good  deal  of  Com¬ 
pany,  and  fpent  the  Evening  very  merrily  :  But 
the  very  next  Morning,  Stakes  brought  an  Exe¬ 
cution  into  my  Houfe,  and  turn’d  us  out  of 
Poffeflion,  which  he  had  no  Power  to  do,  and 
cruelly  (when  my  Wife  had  lain-in  but.  a  fort¬ 
night,)  ftript  us  of  every  individual  Thing,  and 
left  us  not  a  Bed  to  lie  on.  He,  (before  I  had 
given  him  this  Bond  and  Judgment,)  had  got  a 
young  Fellow  ready  to  take  the  Houfe  and 
Shop,  to  whom  he  fold  them,  notwithftanding 
all  his  bafe  Pretenfions  to  me:  And  thus  was  I 
ferv’d  by  my  falfe  Friend  Stakes ;  deftroy’d  when 
in  a  profperous  Way,  ftript  and  turn’d  with  a 
Wife  and  two  young  Children  into  the  Street. 

I  went  diredly  to  London  to  my  Father  (whom 
I  found  taken  ill  of  a  Pleurify,  of  which  he 
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died,  as  I  have  already  given  an  Account  of)  and 
told  him  the  whole  Affair,  who  faid  as  foon  as  it 
pleafed  God  he  got  well  again,  he  wou'd  oblige 
St ukes  to  do  me  juftice ;  but  as  he  then  died, 
I  only  had  the  latisfaftion  of  fhewing  my  laft 
duty  to  a  tender  Parent ;  who  if  he  had  liv'd, 
wou’d  have  made  an  Example  of  Stakes ,  but  as  it 
pleas'd  God  he  did  not,  Stakes  efcap'd  unpunilh’d 
and  I  was  ruin'd  without  redrefs. 

The  Univerjity  according  to  their  wonted  good- 
nefs,  and  companion,  thro'  the  Interceftion  of  Mf. 
Murden  then  Minifter  of  St.  Clement  s-Parijh, 
where  I  liv'd  and  Fellow  of  Sidney -College ,  to¬ 
gether  with  Mr.  Lewis ,  Fellow  of  Jefus-Collegey 
rais'd  me  a  Contribution  of  upwards  of  twenty 
Pounds,  which  they,  and  the  reft  of  my  Con¬ 
tributors  fhall  have  the  grateful  Acknowledge¬ 
ments  of  my  lateft  Breath.  With  this  Affiftance, 
I  took  a  little  Houfe  in  the  fame  Parifti,  and 
fitted  up  a  Shop  •  but  here  I  muft  do  juftice  to 
my  Wife's  Father,  (whom  I  went  to  fee  during 
the  Time  I  attended  my  own  Father  in  his  ill- 
nefs,)  who  came  to  Cambridge  with  me  and  fee¬ 
ing  the  ill-treatment  I  had  met  with,  he  gave 
me  an  Order  upon  one  Mr.  Saunders ,  in  the  Coun¬ 
try  for  ten  Pounds,  which  Money  I  had,  and 
thank  him  for  it. 

The  very  Day  I  had  got  my  little  Shop  in 
order,  and  a  little  Bufinefs  by  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  a  few  Friends,  I  was  Arrefted  by  Mr. 
Fleming  a  Tobacconift,  for  Tobacco  1  had  of 
him,  which  was  but  lately  deliver'd,  which 
Stakes  fold  with  my  other  Goods.  This  Arreft 
fent  me  to  Goal,  where  I  was  confin'd  a  Month, 
until  Mr.  Fleming  was  inform’d  of  my  cruel  U- 
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fage,  and  then  he  fet  me  at  Liberty  ;  but  this 
fending  me  to  Goal  was  a  fatal  Circumftance,  it 
loft  me  thofe  few  Friends  I  had  left,  fo  that  my 
Bufinefs  dwindled  away  to  nothing;  Mr.  War- 
ham  being  gone  to  a  College-living,  and  Dr.  War¬ 
ren  to  praftice  Phyfick,  at  St.  Edmond's  Bury. 
That  after  our  Starving  three  or  four  Years,  and 
greatly  reduc’d,  having  now  four  Children,  tho’ 
one  foon  after  died  ;  my  Wife  was  oblig’d  to 
return  to  London,  with  two  Children,  I  fent  one 
to  my  Mother,  and  I  with  my  Potts  and  Glaf- 
fes,  went  to  Cottenham  in  Cambridge  (hire,  with 
one  half  Guinea,  to  leek  my  Fortune. 

I  loon  got  fome  Bufinefs,  and  my  Succefs  re¬ 
commended  me  to  more,  and  if  I  wanted  any 
Medicines  the  Apothecaries  at  Cambridge  wou’d 
let  me  have  them  at  prime  Coft,  and  us’d  me 
as  I  have  lately  been  by  thofe  very  eminent  Men 
of  the  Profeffion  at  Market- Harbor ough. 

There  was  at  Cottenham  a  very  worthy  Divine, 
Dr.  Fleetwood,  who  foon  fhew’d  me  great  favour, 
and  in  regard  to  his  Benevolence,  and  Memory, 
may  my  Gratitude  be  as  lafting  as  my  Life. 

The  Encouragement  I  met  with  at  Cottenham , 
and  the  Towns  adjacent,  foon  enabled  me  a  third 
Time  to  fend  for  my  Wife,  as  I  was  ever  un¬ 
willing  to  live  without  her,  and  always  defkous 
Ihe  fhou’d  Chare  my  good  Fortune;  and  in  three 
Months  (from  our  parting  at  Cambridge )  we  met 
again  at  Cottenham ,  where  through  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  Dr.  Fleetwood  and  his  Lady's  Favours, 
we  met  with  a  great  deal  of  Civility  from  the 
Neighbours;  who  were  a  kind,  good  fort  of  fub- 
ftantial  People;  and  there  we  liv’d  in  as  much 
comfort  and  plenty  as  I  could  wifft  for.  Added 
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to  all  thefe  Comforts  of  Life,  Dr.  Fleetwood' s 
Benevolences  were  very  extend  ve,  his  Prefents  and 
his  frequent  Invitations  to  his  Houle,  his  employ¬ 
ing  and  genteelly  paying  me  for  what  I  did  for 
his  Family;  and  when  ill  himfelf,  always  gave  me 
half  a  Guinea  of  a  Morning  when  I  went  to  fee 
him,  with  compliments  of  making  me  his  Phyfi- 
cian :  Thefe  were  not  the  only  Instances  of  his  Good- 
nefs,  but  he  employ'd  me  for  a  great  many  poor 
People,  which  (exclufive  of  his  own,  and  family 
Bufinefs)  amounted  to  twenty  Pounds  a  Year:  Be- 
fides  thefe  great  marks  of  his  charity  to  his  poor 
Neighbours;  he  Fill  gave  further  Proofs  of  his 
Goodnefs,  and  at  any  Time  if  I  had  a  vifit  to 
pay  three  or  four  Miles,  He'd  fend  his  Servants 
and  a  Coach  and  four  to  efcort  my  Lady  and  I : 
And  befides  our  dining  with  him  every  Sunday, 
he'd  fend  for  me  to  dinner  two  or  three  times  a 
Week,  and  many  Evenings  when  I  was  not  at 
his  Houfe,  he  would  fend  his  Servant  with  Wine; 
and  He  and  his  good  Lady  would  come  and  fpend 
fome  Hours  with  us;  and  greater  favours  ftill  he 
wou'd  confer,  for  when  Sturbitch  Fair  approach'd, 
he  has  prefented  me  with  five  Guineas  at  a  time, 
to  buy  what  I  had  occafion  for, 

There  was  at  the  fame  time  Mr.  Cook ,  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  of  great  Worth  and  Property,  his  Curate, 
who  us'd  me  alfo  with  all  marks  of  civility  and 
friendfhip,  and  whofe  favours  as  I  have  great  Rea- 
fon  to  remember,  I  fhall  gratefully  acknowledge,, 
Mr.  John  Webb ,  was  a  friendly,  genteel,  fpirited, 
wealthy  Man;  as  alfo  was  Vincent  Way  man,  a 
kind,  good  natur’d,  generous  Friend,  with  Mr. 
Peck ,  Doisofey ,  and  feveral  others.  With  thefe 
Friends  and  Neighbours  I  fpent  fome  Part  of  my 
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Life  very  agreeably;  till  another  unlucky  Acci¬ 
dent  happen'd,  which  once  more  interrupted  my 
rural  Enjoyments  and  turn'd  me  a  drift. 

It  happen'd  that  my  good  Friend  Mr.  Cooky 
who  was  Curate  to  Dr.  Fleetwood ,  had  a  Living 
fell  to  him  in  Norfolk ,  which  made  the  Curacy 
of  Cottenham  vacant,  and  I  having  fome  intereft 
with  Dr.  Fleetwood ,  (unknown  to  my  Friend 
whom  I  was  inclin’d  to  ferve,)  told  the  Dodor  I 
heard  Mr.  Cook  was  going  to  leave  him,  and  I 
wifh'd  he  wou'd  give  me  leave  to  recommend  to 
him  a  neighbouring  *  Clergyman  for  his  Curate, 
whom  I  believ'd  wou'd  be  very  acceptable  to  his 
Parifhoners.  The  Dr.  feem'd  upon  my  firft  ap¬ 
plication,  to  give  me  reafon  to  hope  for  Succefs; 
and  I  went  the  next  Day  to  tell  my  Friend  what 
I  had  been  endeavouring  to  ferve  him  in,  who 
was  greatly  pleas'd,  and  exprefs'd  a  grateful  Senfe 
ol  my  good  Intentions;  and  faid,  could  I  but  pro¬ 
cure  him  that  Curacy,  he  fhould  never  have  it  in 
his  Power  to  make  me  a  fuitable  return.  I  promis'd 
him  nothing  fhould  be  wanting  in  me;  and  the 
next  Day  I  din'd  with  Dr.  Fleetwood ,  and  renewed 
my  felicitations:  The  Dodor  then  ask'd  me  who 
it  was,  and  if  ever  I  heard  him  preach,  and  if  I 
thought  he  wou'd  be  agreeable  to  his  Parifh;  all 
thefe  Queftions  I  anfwer'd  in  the  behalf  of  my 
Friend,  and  gave  the  Dodor  fo  much  fatisfadtion 
that  he  defired  I  would  fetch  him  the  next  Day 
to  dine  with  him;  I  went  with  great  joy  that 
fame  afternoon  to  my  Friend,  Mr.  Sefey  Vicar 
of  Hifton ,  about  two  little  Miles  from  Cottenham , 
and  told  him  what  progrefs  I  had  made  in  his 
behalf;  and  alfo  told  him,  that  Dr.  Fleetwood 
defir'd  he  would  come  the  next  Day  to  dine  with 
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him.  He  with  great  raptures  embrac'd  me,  fay¬ 
ing,  he  Ihou'd  always  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavour 
to  make  a  Return  of  my  Friendfhip.  Mr.  Sefe 
came  the  next  Day  and  call'd  upon  me,  and  I 
went  with  him  to  dine  with  Dr.  Fleetwood •  the 
Doctor  receiv'd  him  with  great  civility,  and  as 
foon  as  dinner  was  over,  the  Doctor  told  him  he 
was  recommended  by  me,  to  fucceed  Mr.  Cooky 
and  according  to  the  Character  I  had  given, 
(which  he  did  not  doubt  but  was  juft,)  he  fhould 
agree  with  him  for  the  fame  he  gave  Mr.  Cook , 
which  was  I  think  one-hundred  Pounds  yearly, 
and  to  be  paid  every  Quarter.  Accordingly  Dr. 
Fleetwood  covenanted  with  Mr.  Sefey  Vicar  of 
Hijlon ,  who  was  to  refide  at  Cottenham ;  yet  to 
keep  his  Vicarage  of  Hijlon  too;  Mr.  Sefe ,  com¬ 
menc'd  Curate  at  Michaelmas  1732,  which  Curacy 
he  has  poffefs'd  upwards  of  twenty-two  Years; 
and  I  hope  will  to  the  End  of  his  Days,  and  I 
am  glad  I  had  an  opportunity  of  being  fo  ferviceable 
to  him  and  his  Family;  altho’  his  return,  wa& 
neither  confiflent  with  friendfhip,  or  gratitude,  or 
becoming  a  Chriftian. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Sefe  came  to  Cottenham ,  he 
thought  I  too  largely  Char'd  Dr.  Fleetwood's  favours, 
and  he  took  an  opportunity  to  leflen  me  in  the 
Opinion  of  that  good  Family ;  which  I  fhall  relate. 

Dr.  Fleetwood's  Steward  or  Bailiff,  whofe  name 
was  Cadwell ,  being  taken  ill  of  a  Pleurify,  Mrs. 
Fleetwood, ,  like  many  more  good  Ladies,  took 
Pleafure  in  A6ts  of  Charity,  in  the  Phyfical  way, 
and  upon  Cadwell* s  firft  complaint  gave  him 
a  Vomit,  and  afterwards  Sweats  &cy  which  fuc- 
ceeded  badly,  for  by  this  treatment  the  Symp¬ 
toms  became  more  violent,  and  in  a  Day  or  two, 
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he  grew  fo  much  worfe  that  Madam  Fleetwood 
ordered  I  fhould  be  fent  for;  accordingly  I  was, 
and  found  him  in  great  Danger,  expecting  foon 
he’d  die.  Vomiting  and  hot  Medicines,  inftead  of 
Bleeding,  and  Diluting,  in  Pleurifies,  what  mu  ft 
be  the  Confequence?  Altho’  I  had  little  or  no 
hopes  from  any  thing  that  I  could  do,  yet  I  bled 
him  plentifully,  apply ’d  five  Blitters,  gave  him 
a  Clyfter,  and  ordered  him  to  drink  large  Quan¬ 
tities  of  frnall  Liquors,  with  fome  cooling  Medi¬ 
cines,  &c.  Seeing  the  Danger  of  my  Patient,  and 
knowing  how  much  he  was  in  favour  with  his 
Matter  and  Miftrefs,  and  willing  to  add  to  the 
good  Opinion  they  had  of  their  Curate;  I  went  to  Mr. 
Sefe,  and  told  him  how  ill  and  in  w  hat  danger  Cad- 
well  was,  and  advis’d  him  (without  being  fent 
for)  to  call  and  fee  him,  and  to  offerhim  his  fpi- 
ritual  Aflittance,  which  1  faid  will  be  taken  well  of 
you.  The  next  Morning  Mr.  Sefe  called,  and  we 
went  to  my  Patient  together,  and  by  the  Way 
had  fome  talk  about  his  illnefs,  and  I  faid,  I  wifh’d 
I  had  feen  him  fooner,  for  now  I  fear’d  ’twas  too 
late  to  do  him  any  fervice ;  for  giving  a  Vomit 
and  hot  Medicines  without  bleeding  was  wrong, 
and  now  he’s  paft  all  recovery  I’m  fent  for  to  cure 
him:  My  Friend  Sefe,  (though  I  had  faid  to 
him  a  little  more  than  I  was  willing  Dr.  Fleet- 
wood  and  his  Lady  fhould  know,)  did  very  bafely 
in  going  to  tell  them  I  faid  that  Madam  Fleetwood 
had  kill’d  Cadwell ,  and  now  had  fent  for  me 
to  cure  him. 

This  unkind  Reprefentation  was  the  firft  and 
laft  Return  I  had  for  ferving  Mr.  Sefe,  and  this 
prov’d  moft  effectual.  This  the  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Fleetwood  both  took  fo  ill,  that  they  never  after 
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employ'd  me,  for  Themfelves,  Servants,  or  Neigh¬ 
bours,  nor  any  other  favours  I  receiv'd  afterwards. 

By  this  unlucky  Circumftance,  from  this  bafe 
ungrateful  Reprefentation,  depriving  me  of  Dr. 
Fleetwood's  bufinefs  and  favours,  I  foon  loft  the 
Bufinefs  and  Friendfhip  of  my  Neighbours;  and 
after  lbme  endeavours  to  no  purpofe,  I  was  with 
a  Wife  and  four  Children  ftarv'd  out,  and  went 
to  London  in  purfuit  of  better  Fortune,  which  was 
in  the  Year  1734. 

The  Day  I  left  Cottenham ,  I  went  to  take 
my  leave  of  the  Do&or  and  his  Lady ;  lamenting 
my  unhappinefs  in  forfeiting  their  Favours,  which 
I  had  fo  extenfively  experienc'd;  and  altho'  a  bad 
ufe,  with  no  good  defign,  was  made  of  fome  Words 
I  fpoke,  it  could  not  be  thought  I  faid  any  thing 
with  a  Defign  to  affront  them ;  but  fince  it  had  fo 
unfortunately  happen'd  to  rob  me  of  that  friend- 
ftiip,  which  was  my  chief  Comfort  and  Support, 
I  had  alfo  loft  all  the  reft  of  my  Friends  and  Bu¬ 
finefs,  and  had  been  ftarving  almoft  two  Years, 
and  now  was  going  to  London .  The  Doctor  an- 
fwer’d,  he  was  very  forry  it  fo  happen’d,  and  faid, 
Mr.  Mafon ,  if  you’ll  make  ufe  of  my  Name  in 
Town,  or  if  you  want  a  Recommendation  upon 
any  Account,  if  You,  or  any  Perfon  will  write,  I 
will  give  you  fuch  a  one  as  may  be  ferviceable; 
and  to  convince  you,  that  you  have  my  good  wifhes, 
accept  of  this  as  a  token  of  them,  (which  was  a 
Prefent  of  two  Guineas,)  and  I  fhall  always  be 
glad  to  hear  of  your  Welfare,  and  when  it  may 
tall  in  your  way,  defire  you’ll  call  upon  me. 

When  I  came  to  London ,  as  my  Wife’s  Father 
and  Mother  had  hitherto  thewn  me  very  fmali 
friendfhip,  a  Brother  of  my  Wife’s,  then  a  young 
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Man  in  Leadenball-Sreet ,  was  very  ready  to  pro- 
mife  great  Things,  and  at  laft  I  was  to  be  prefer'd 
to  keep  a  little  publick  Houfe,  to  fell  fine  Ale 
and  Punch,  in  great  Garden  by  White-Ckappel , 
and  my  employ  was  to  keep  my  Skittle-Ground 
in  Order  and  to  fet  up  the  Pinns,  when  he  and  his 
worthy  Acquaintance  knock'd  them  down,  and 
to  wait  upon  my  Gueits;  this  did  not  relifli:  I 
thought  my  Birth  and  Education,  intitled  me  to 
fomething  a  little  preferable,  and  haying  very  poor 
Encouragement,  in  about  three  Months  I  defir'd 
he'd  difpofe  of  the  Skittles  and  Frames  and  other 
Materials,  for  I  muft  apply  for  fomething  better; 
my  Wife  took  a  Lodging  and  work'd  plain  Work, 
and  what  ever  was  in  my  Power  I  did  to  affift  her; 
I  went  to  be  fometime  with  a  Sifter  in  Hanno- 
'Ver-Street ,  near  the  Square,  (who  always  was 
ready  to  fuccour  her  diftrefs’d  Relations,  even  to 
her  own  Prejudice,  and  feme  too  have  made  her 
very  bad  returns  for  her  kind  Succour,)  there 
I  continued  fome  time,  and  afterwards  (by  the 
Advice  of  Mr.  Morrifon ,  whom  I  was  acquainted 
with  at  St.  John's  Colledge  Cambridge ,)  took  a 
Lodging  near  Storeys  Gate  PVeftminfier ,  where  I 
pra&is'd  Phyfick;  Mr.  Morrifon  and  fome  more 
Gentlemen  recommending  me.  I  had  a  Patient, 
one  Mrs.  Williamfon  in  Charles-Street  St.  fames' sy 
this  Gentlewoman  mifearrying  in  a  Fever,  and  be¬ 
ing  dangeroufly  ill,  and  fearing  I  fliould  be  cenfur'd 
in  cafe  Ihe  died,  I  defir'd  a  Phyfician  might  be 
called  in,  who  was  no  left  a  Man,  then  Dr.  Hol~ 
lands ;  as  Drefs  goes  a  great  way  to  make  a  Man 
wife,  I  ftanding  in  need  of  fuch  Advantages,  was 
oblig'd  to  make  the  beft  Appearance  I  could ;  I 
equip'd  myfelf,  and  in  the  Evening  met  the  Doctor, 
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whom  I  inform'd  as  to  the  Nature  of  her  Illnefs, 
and  the  Manner  I  had  treated  her:  The  Doftor 
complaifantly  approv'd  of  the  Medicines  I  had 
given,  but  faid,  that  we  muft  have  now  fome 
regard  to  the  Mifcarriage,  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  I  being  the  youngeft  Phyfician,  prefcrib'd,  and 
both  fign'd  the  Prefcription,  and  gave  it  Mr. 
Sankey ,  her  Apothecary;  wre  then  both  took  our 
leave  of  our  Patient,  and  appointed  the  next  Day 
to  meet,  w'hich  we  did  to  a  third  Vifit;  fhe  mend¬ 
ing,  the  Doctor  took  his  leave  and  left  her  to  my 
Care.  Here  I  muft  own  I  was  under  a  great  deal 
of  Confufion,  leaft  the  Do&or  Ihould  difcover  me ; 
and  I  am  realy  furpriz'd,  how  many  have  the 
Alfurance  to  call  themfelves  Phyficians,  and  prac¬ 
tice  as  fuch,  who  have  no  more  claim  to  it  than 
myfelf!  My  Sifter  being  well  acquainted  with 
many  Perfons  of  Repute  help'd  me  to  feveral  Pa¬ 
tients,  and  Mr.  Stirling ,  an  apothecary,  by  Han¬ 
dler -Square,  has  many  of  my  Prefcriptions  by 
him  to  this  Day,  who  really  believ'd  I  was  a 
Graduate,  and  as  fuch  recommended  me;  but  being 
confcious  that  I  had  taken  no  Degree,  nor  obtain'd 
the  Sanction  of  any  foreign  Univerjity ,  I  chofe  as 
foon  as  poftible  to  commence  Apothecary  again. 
I  muft  relate  what  extream  Pleafure  it  was  to  me, 
when  ever  I  got  a  fmall  Fee,  to  carry  fomething 
good  to  my  Wife  and  Children,  and  have  walk'd 
many  a  dark  Night  from  IVejiminfier  to  Mile-End \ 
for  that  Purpofe. 

I  often  read  the  Papers,  to  fee  if  I  could  meet 
with  any  Thing  offering  that  I  could  maintain 
myfelf  and  Family  by,  I  faw  an  Advertifement 
for  an  Apothecary  to  take  care  of  the  Poor  of  St. 
Andrew  aboye  Barrs ,  and  St.  George  the  Martyr ; 
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told  my  Friend  Mr.  Morrifon ,  I  had  a  mind  to 
enquire  after  this  Advertifement,  and  he  went  with 
me  to  the  Matter  of  that  Work-houfe,  who  was 
my  Name-fake  of  a  good  Family  out  of  Oxford - 
Jhire ,  and  I  thought  we  were  nearly  related  by 
misfortunes.  He  told  me  the  Particulars,  and  tho' 
a  fmall  Sallery,  yet  an  handfome  Apartment,  and  a 
good  Table  was  allow'd  £rV,  which  I  thought  pre¬ 
ferable  to  the  uncertain  Way  I  was  in.  The  Matter 
told  me  I  mutt  bring  proper  Credentials,  fign'd 
by  the  Phyficians  and  Apothecaries.  My  Friend 
Morrifon  aflifting  me,  I  drew  up  a  Testimonial, 
which  I  took  to  Mr.  Watty  then  an  Apothecary  in 
'Ne^wgat  e-Street,  but  now  of  Fetter- Lane,  who 
was  my  early  Acquaintance  at  Bi/bop-Startford- 
School ,  and  we  were  Apprentices  both  at  the  fame 
Time  in  Fenchurch-Street  ;  tho’  I  believe  I  had 
not  feen  him  for  the  laft  ten  or  a  dozen  Years.  He 
was  very  glad  to  fee  me;  1  told  him,  I  had  a  Fa¬ 
vour  to  beg,  he  ask'd  me  what  it  was,  and  any 
thing  in  his  Power  he  was  ready  to  ferve  me. 
Why  Sir,  I  am  come  to  beg  your  Intereft  towards 
procuring  me  a  little  Place,  and  then  acquainted 
him  what  it  was;  he  was  both  furpris'd  and  con¬ 
cern'd,  that  I  fhould  apply  for  fo  mean  an  Employ, 
-  for  he  heard  I  was  in  good  Bufinefs  in  Cambridge- 
/hire.  'Tis  very  true,  but  1  have  met  with  fo 
many  misfortunes  which  have  reduc’d  me  to  want 
both  Bufinefs  and  an  Home.  This  I  can  allure  you 
Mr.  Wall,  I  have  never  done  any  Thing  to  for¬ 
feit  my  Charafter,  and  can  produce  from  every 
corner  ftrong  Teftimonials  to  certify  it,  and  no  one 
ever  got  any  difcredit  by  Recommending  me;  I 
then  gave  him  the  Paper  which  I  had  drawn  up, 
and  he  direftly  went  with  me  to  Batfon's  Coffee - 
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Houfe ,  where  we  met  with  feveral  eminent  Phy- 
ficians,  Surgeons,  and  Apothecaries. 

Mr.  Wall  gave  my  Paper,  to  Dr.  Mead, ,  who 
faid  he  had  that  Day  fign’d  one  for  another  Candi¬ 
date  which  he  ftiould  not,  had  he  known  I  had 
apply'd  ;  but  the  Doctor  recommended  it  to  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  HulJ'e ,  Dr,  Crow  and  the  reft  of  the  Gentle¬ 
men  of  Phyfick  and  Surgery,  who  all  fign'd  it, 
and  Dr.  Mead  told  me,  he  would  fpeak  to  feme 
of  the  Ele&ors  in  my  behalf,  and  wifh’d  me  fuc- 
cefs.  Mr.  Springett ,  was  then  at  B afford s ,  whom 
I  had  been  fome  Years  known  to,  he  told  me  he 
would  the  next  Day  be  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Mafter- Warden’s  Court  of  Affiftants,  and  many 
more  of  the  Apothecary's  Company,  at  a  Coffee- 
Houfe  in  Bow- Lane  ^  and  would  recommend  me 
to  them;  accordingly  I  met  him  the  next  Day, 
and  had  an  additional  ftrong  Recommendation 
fign'd  by  them. 

As  the  Time  of  Election  would  not  be  in  lefs 
than  a  fortnight,  befides  the  Intereft  I  made  in 
Town,  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Fleetwood, ,  Dr.  Sandys , 
and  other  Gentlemen  of  great  Eminence  at  Cam¬ 
bridge ,  who  directly  fent  up  Credentials  in  my 
behalf;  Mr.  Lewis  fign'd  my  Paper,  as  Fellow 
of  Jefus-Colledge  in  Cambridge ,  whom  1  acci¬ 
dentally  met  with  in  Town;  Mr.  Wall  and  Mr. 
Morrijbn ,  and  fome  other  Friends  attended  the 
Election;  and  I  with  my  Friends  appear'd,  and 
produc'd  my  Papers  of  Recommendation,  which 
were  fo  ftrong  that  I  receiv'd  the  Compliments 
of  the  Committee,  as  deferving  fomething  much 
more  preferable;  but  one  of  the  Candidates  being 
a  Parilhioner  reduc'd,  whom  they  muft  have  other- 
wife  maintain'd,  they  thought  proper  to  choofe 
him.  G  Th$ 
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'the  Committee  of  this  Work-houfe  confiffs  of 
five  and  twenty  Gentlemen,  and  five  and  twenty 
fubftantial  Tradefmen,  befides  the  Retdor  of  St. 
Andrew's,  Holborn ,  and  the  parifh  Officers.  And 
amongft  the  Committee  there  was  one  Mr.  S-n-b-n 
an  Apothecary ,  who  hearing  my  Teftimoniais  read, 
and  feeing  Mr.  Wall,  whom  he  knew,  with  me, 
He  the  next  Day  went  to  Mr.  Wall ,  and  defir  'd 
Mr.  Wall  to  fend  me  to  him,  and  told  him  he 
thought  I  deferv'd  fomething  better,  and  he  had 
an  Offer  to  make  me,  which  he  imagin'd  would 
be  more  agreeable.  Mr.  Wall  fent  for  me  and  told 
me,  what  Mr.  S-n-b-n  faid,  and  dire&ed  me  to 
him;  and  at  the  fame  Time  made  me  a  Prefent, 
which  favour  I  had  almoft  forgot  to  mention,  for 
which,  with  many  other  Marks  of  his  Friendship 
I  thank  him.  I  then  went  to  wait  on  Mr.  S-n-b-n , 
who  told  me  he  had  lately  bought  a  Shop  in 
Hatton-Garden ,  which  was  the  late  Mr.  AJi ley’s , 
in  order  to  fecure  fome  Families,  which  us'd  to 
employ  Mr.  Aflley ;  but  being  at  too  great  a  dis¬ 
tance  from  his  Shop,  he  could  not  conveniently 
attend  the  Bufinefs  of  both,  and  he  had  put  in  a 
Journeyman,  whom  he  thought  too  young  to  vifit 
Patients  We  went  together  to  the  Shop  in  Hat - 
ton-Gardeti ,  where  we  covenanted  for  forty  Pounds 
per  Annum,  with  Lodging,  Fire,  Candle  &cy 
every  thing  but  Diet,  allowing  me  what  advan¬ 
tages  I  cou'd  make  in  the  venereal  Pra&ice,  and 
five  Shillings  in  the  Pound  profit  for  all  fuch 
new  Patients  as  I  ffiould  bring  to  the  Shop;  and 
upon  thefe  terms  I  enter'd  upon  Bufinefs,  and 
took  a  Lodging  for  my  Wife  and  Children  in 
great  Kjrby-Street ,  where  we  dieted  together. 

Mr.  S-n-b-n7  approving  my  application  to  Bu- 

finefi- 
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finefs,  and  that  the  Patients  were  well  fatisfied 
with  my  attendance-  he  in  lefs  than  three  Months 
propos’d  Partnerfhip,  and  accordingly  we  articled, 
and  for  about  three  Months  more  we  acted  as 
Partners;  and  then  he  told  pie  I  fhould  take  the 
Shop  upon  my  own  footing,  and  he  would  referve 
only  fix  or  eight  of  the  beft  Families,  as  good 
will  for  his  letting  me  have  the  Shop  and  the 
Bufinefs.  I  willing  to  comply  with  any  terms 
fo  as  to  be  enabled  to  maintain  myfelf  and  Fa¬ 
mily,  we  came  to  a  third  Agreement,  and  in  lefs 
than  fix  Months,  I  was  Journeyman,  Partner,  and 
Matter.  I  was  to  give  him  the  lame  Price  for 
the  Shop,  Druggs,  Medicines,  Utenfils,  as 

he  gave  to  Mrs.  Mfiley,  notwithftanding  he  took 
mo  ft  of  the  beft  Families  from  the  Shop;  which 
I  was  to  attend  for  nothing,  and  find  them  medi¬ 
cines  into  the  Bargain.  He  then  gave  me  pofifef- 
fion,  and  I,  for  his  fecurity  gave  him  a  Bond  and 
Judgment,  and  I  was  alfo  at  any  Time,  when 
he  requir’d,  to  attend  the  Patients  belonging  to  his 
Shop  in  Devonjhir  e-Street.  This  was  a  fafe  Bar¬ 
gain  on  his  fide;  he  was  fure  of  his  Profits,  and  if  I 
made  not  good  my  Performance,  he  had  it  always 
in  his  Power  to  repoffds  himfelf. 

The  firft  thing  that  gave  me  Difturbance  after 
I  commenc’d  Matter,  was  one  Parnell ,  a  Carpenter, 
who  fitted  up  my  Skittle-Ground  in  Mile-End :  He 
finding  I  was  fettled,  and  my  Wife’s  good  Brother 
Mr.  //--//,  who  put  me  into  that  new  Way  of 
Life,  and  ordered  and  dire&ed  every  thing,  and 
every  thing  I  left  him  to  make  the  beft  of,  to, 
pay  the  People  that  had  done  the  Work;  did  not 
think  proper  to  pay  them,  and  by  this  Carpenter 
I. was  without  any  notice  fued;  neither  did  this 

G  2 
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Brother  after  I  was  arreffed,  when  I  apply 'd  to 
him,  and  told  him  upon  what  terms  Mr.  S-n-b-n 
had  let  me  into  the  Shop;  urging,  that  fhou'd  he  hear 
of  this  unlucky  Affair,  he  wou'd  be  exafperated, 
and  in  order  to  fecure  himfelf  take  the  Shop  from 
me,  as  he  had  it  in  his  Power  fo  to  do.  All  this 
had  no  influence  upon  my  Wife's  kind  Brother;  but 
after  the  expence  of  Law  amounting  to  as  much  as 
the  Debt,  and  an  Execution  approaching,  I  then 
told  Mr.  S-n-b-n  of  the  Affair,  that  he  might  not 
fuffer  from  this  unkind  Ufage  of  my  good  Brother 
in  Law;  and  at  the  fame  Time  I  gave  Mr.  S-n- 
b-n  back  my  Writings,  and  alfo  gave  him  Poffeffion 
of  the  Shop  again:  Mr.  S-n-b-n  like  a  good  Friend, 
feeing  I  was  likely  in  a  little  Time  to  furmount  this 
Difficulty,  went  to  the  Attorney  and  gave  him 
Satisfadion  for  the  Debt  and  Charges,  and  repof- 
fefs'd  me  of  the  Shop  and  Bufineis,  for  which  I 
was  much  oblig'd  to  him,  and  thankful.  He  then 
apply 'd  to  all  my  Wifes  good  Relations,  and  defil'd 
that  ten  of  them  would  advance  me  five  Pounds 
each,  and  he  would  farther  advance  me  fifty  Pounds 
.more,  to  fet  me  above  Difficulties,  and  the  better  to 
enable  me  to  profecute  the  profperous  View  I  then 
had  of  well  doing,  Mr.  S-n-b-n  with  my  Friend  Mr. 
Wall,  prevail'd  upon  two  or  three  of  them  to  meet 
us  at  the  Salutation  Tavern,  upon  Holborn-Bridge , 
but  nothing  could  we  get  them  to  Advance ;  in 
jfliort,  thefe  unkind  People  thought  Mr.  S-n-b-n  had 
already  done  fo  much,  that  he  muff  do  more,  or 
he  would  be  a  very  great  Sufferer.  This  their  bale 
way  of  thinking,  was  enough  to  exafperate  the 
moft  ftedfaft  Friend;  but  notwithftanding  the 
flights  of  my  Relations,  that  were  fufficient  to  weak¬ 
en  the  ftrongeft  Inclination  of  Strangers,  yet  Mr, 
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S-n-b-n  was  fo  good  as  to  join  with  me  to  borrow 
fifty  Pounds,  to  pay  this  unlucky  demand  of  Debt 
and  Charges  of  the  Carpenter  for  Skittle  Frames  &c, 
and  to  fupply  my  further  Wants.  As  I  had  now 
taken  theHoufe  upon  a  long  Leafe  at  thirty  Pounds 
per  Ann.  and  wanted  fome  Furniture,  having  got 
my  Family  Home  to  me  in  Hatton-Garden ,  and 
labouring  under  great  Difadvantages  in  fuch  ftraight 
Circumftances  with  a  large  Family,  yet  went  on 
very  well,  by  renewing  fome  old  Acquaintance,  and 
getting  fome  new,  I  added  very  much  to  my  Bufi- 
nefs  and  lived  in  good  Reputation.  In  about  a  Year 
after  I  had  been  fettled  int  Hatton-Garden ,  there 
became  a  Vacancy  for  an  Apothecary  to  take  Care  of 
the  Poor  in  Shoe  Lane  W orkhoufe  belonging  to  St. 
Andrew's,  Holborn ,  for  a  certain  Salary  of  thirty 
Pound  per  Ann.  but  the  venereal  Patients,  and 
fome  out  Patients  befides,  were  feperately  paid  for, 
which  made  it  amount  to  near  as  much  more,  and 
being  concern’d  for  a  Parifh  in  a  publick  Capacity, 
was  a  good  introduction  to  better  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Harris  an  eminent  and  wealthy  Apothe¬ 
cary,  was  that  year  Matter  of  our  Company,  and 
being  a  Gentleman  of  great  Influence  in  St.  An¬ 
drew’s  Pariflo,  to  whom  1  apply’d,  by  my  good 
Friend  Mr.  Wall,  who  at  that  time  was  Partner 
with  Mr.  Harris ,  made  intereft  in  my  behalf.  I 
was  alfo  greatly  obliged  for  Mr.  Barton’s  favours 
upon  this  Account;  and  by  the  Intereft  of  thefe 
Gentlemen,  I  was  chofe,  and  continu’d  Apothe¬ 
cary  to  their  Poor,  as  long  as  I  liv’d  in  their  Parifh. 

M.  S-n-b-n ,  as  foon  as  I  was  elefted  Apothe¬ 
cary  to  this  Work-houfe,  was  fo  good  as  to  offer 
me  one  of  his  Apprentices,  till  I  could  get  one  of  my 
own,  to  faye  me  the  Expence  of  a  Journeyman, 

which 


54  The  LIFE  and  DISTRESSES 

which  would  be  helpful  to  me,  and  advantageous 
to  the  young  Man,  by  feeing  a  great  deal  of  publick 
Pra&ice,  whereby  Youth  fnay  be  improv’d.  This 
piece  of  Friendship  I  fufpeded  was  more  the  defire  of 
Mr.  S-n-b-n  than  myfelf  (as  the  young  Man  might 
have  an  Opportunity  of  giving  his  Matter  an  ac¬ 
count  of  my  Proceedings,  as  the  Brother  was  lately 
dead,  who  was  there  for  the  fame  Purpofe,  but  if 
I  was  fure  that  was  the  View,  I  think  as  Mr. 
S-n-b-n  was  lo  largely  concern’d  he  ought  to  have 
all  the  Satisfaction  he  required)  I  thank’d  him, 
and  accepted  his  Offer,  as  I  was  confcious,  what 
Information  might  be  given,  wou’d  rather  prove  to 
my  Advantage  than  otherwife,  as  I  had  nothing 
cou’d  hurt  me,  unlefs  a  Reprefentation  of  my 
Wife’s  refra&ory  Temper,  which  he  already  knew, 
and  has  often  faid,  if  I  got  ioooPounds  per  Ann,  her 
Behaviour  wou’d  ruin  me.  I  continu’d  on  ray  Bu- 
finels  very  well,  this  being  the  third  Year,  and 
tho’  he  feem’d  to  be  my  Friend  he  was  of  a  very 
unfettled  Temper,  and  I  had  enough  to  do  to  pleafe 
him;  and  really  think  it  wrong  Judgment  of  any 
one  to  lay  too  much  Reftraint  upon  Perfons  who 
are  under  Obligations,  when  after  three  or  four  Years 
Probation,  they  meet  with  no  caufe  of  Sufpicion, 
it  only  makes  Favours  have  an  unpleafant  Relifh. 
Such  was  his  Behaviour  to  me  upon  going  to  fee 
my  Wife,  who  after  a  Fever  was  gone  to  Abridge 
in  Effex  for  a  little  Air  as  I  fhall  relate.  I  went  one 
Afternoon,  when  my  Bufinefs  was  taken  care  of,  to 
fee  her,  and  ftaid  till  the  next  Evening,  and  upon 
my  return  Home,  I  found  Mr,  S-n-b-n  in  my 
Houfe  who  told  me  he  had  taken  Poffeflion,  and 
iliould  keep  it,  fince  I  went  out  upon  Pleafure  and 
ffaid  all  INight;  I  expofxulated  the  Matter  with 
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him,  and  told  him  I  could  not  think  he  was  in 
earneft  ;  but  he  infilled  upon  it,  then  Sir  I  tell  you  I 
am  not  to  be  turn'd  out  after  this  Manner,  and  if  you  are 
in  earneft,  you  fhould  have  come  with  a  legal  Au¬ 
thority,  and  not  at  this  time  of  Night  to  bid  me 
turn  out  as  if  I  wras  your  Footman;  he  finding 
this  would  not  do,  alter'd  his  Tone,  and  faid  he 
had  no  other  defign  than  to  afright  me;  I  did  not  like 
the  Jell,  but  what  had  that  very  Day  irritated  him, 
was,  Mr.  Goodwin  ( whofe  Family  I  had  attended, 
and  found  in  Medicines  almoft  three  Years,)  had 
told  him  he  underftood  that  I  was  not  ading 
for  mylelf,  but  for  him;  and  if  that  was  the  Cafe, 
he  Ihould  employ  an  Apothecary  of  his  own  choos¬ 
ing,  unlefs  he  cou'd  employ  me  folely,  and  by  this 
declaration  of  Mr.  Goodwin’s ,  I  had  him  after¬ 
wards  for  my  own  proper  Patient. 

Soon  after  this,  Mr.  S-n-b-n  came  one  Morning 
in  a  wonderful  good  Temper,  and  told  me,  there 
was  fomething  happen'd  that  would  be  a  Chariot 
for  me,  I  ask'd  him  what  that  could  be,  he  faid 
'tis  a  Secret  yet,  and  only  known  by  the  Commit¬ 
tee  (of  which  I'm  one)  and  I  am  come  to  tell  you 
that  you  may  be  foon  enough  in  your  Application; 
and  you’ll  certainly  have  it,  upon  the  Recommen¬ 
dation  you  before  brought,  and  they  all  allow  you 
to  be  the  moft  fit  Man,  and  my  Brother  and  I  with 
feveral  more  will  make  all  the  Intereft  we  can  for 
you;  but  pray  Sir  what  is  it?  Why  he  reply'd, 
the  Apothecary  who  was  chofe  when  you  before 
offer'd  yourfelf  to  look  after  the, Poor  in  Grays - 
Inn-Lane  fVorlrhoufe ,  is  not  capable  of  taking 
Care  of  the  Poor,  and  the  Gentlemen  are  deter¬ 
min'd  to  farm  it,  and  will  give  a  Salary  of  one-hun¬ 
dred  Pounds  per  Ann.  to  a  Man  they  fhall  approve ; 
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and  then  he  gave  me  a  Lift  of  the  Committee, 
and  bid  me  lofe  no  time ;  I  went  dire&ly  to  con- 
fult  that  worthy  Gentleman  Mr.  Barton ,  who 
readily  vifited  fome  and  wrote  to  others  in  my 
behalf,  I  apply’d  to  every  Man  of  them,  and 
moft  of  them  I  knew;  and  I  met  with  as  much 
Encouragement  as  I  could  wilh  for :  To  make  fhort 
of  it,  I  met  with  fo  many  promifes  that  I  thought 
myfelf  quite  fafe;  Mr.  S-n-b-n ,  had  us’d  to  call 
once,  or  twice  a  Day,  to  know  my  Succefs,  and 
I  gave  him  a  particular  Account,  which  he  feem’d 
greatly  pleas’d  with:  the  next  Day  when  he 
came,  he  told  me  who  befides  were  making  intereft, 
I  think  no  lefs  than  fix;  but  he  faid  none  can 
hurt  you,  unlefs  two  fhould  join  and  one  decline 
at  the  Ele&ion  in  favour  of  the  other,  and  I  think 
the  better  to  fecure  your  Intereft,  will  be  for  me 
to  make  what  Intereft  I  can,  as  for  myfelf;  and 
when  the  Election  comes  on,  I  will  refign  in  your 
Favour;  this  I  lik’d  much,  and  he  fet  off  in  mak¬ 
ing  intereft  for  himfelf;  which  in  faft  1  found  he 
had  been  doing  all  the  while,  under  pretence  of 
ferving  me,  as  the  fequel  will  make  appear:  I 
fiuck  very  clofe  to  my  Friends,  and  one  of  them 
told  me  the  next  Morning  Mr.  S-n-b-n  had  been 
with  him  for  his  Vote;  yes  faid  I  to  him,  thaFs 
all  the  fame,  Mr.  S-n-b-n  does  that  to  leffen  the 
Strength  of  my  Opponents. 

I  had  acquainted  the  Committee  of  that  Worfc- 
houfe  in  Shoe-Lane ,  I  was  then  employ’d  by,  of 
my  defign;  and  every  one  promis’d  me  their 
bell  Endeavours  to  ferve  me,  and  ordered  a  Tefti- 
monial  of  my  Care,  Diligence  and  Succefs,  to  be 
drawn  up,  and  very  ftrongly  fet  forth,  which  they 
all  iign’d  to  be  deliver’d  at  the  Day  of  Ele&ion, 

which 
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which  time  being  come,  I  got  my  Friends  together 
at  the  Kjng' s-  Head-Tavern,  near  Middle- Row 
Holhorn ,  and  no  fooner  had  I  fat  down,  but  the 
Drawer  told  me,  a  Gentleman  in  the  Yard  wanted 
to  fpeak  with  me;  and  who  fhould  it  be?  but  Mr. 
S-n-b-n ,  I  let  him  know  I  had  got  my  Friends 
with  me;  which  were  ready  to  vote:  He  then  told 
me  he  thought  it  would  be  moft  advifeable  for  me 
to  decline  in  favour  of  him,  and  if  he  was  chofe, 
he  wou’d  directly  transfer  it  to  me;  faying,  as 
he  had  liv'd  fo  many  Years  in  reputation  in  the 
Parilh,  and  had  been  of  the  Committee  for  feveral 
Years  ;  that  fliould  I  carry  my  Eleftion  fince  he 
had  apply ’d,  it  wou’d  make  him  look  little;  and 
he  only  wanted  the  Credit  of  being  Elefted,  and 
if  he  did  keep  it  half  a  Year,  or  a  Year  at  the 
fartheft,  he  then  would  refign  it  to  me;  I  told 
him  he  greatly  furpris’d  me;  neverthelefs,  if  my 
Friends  in  the  Room  advis’d  me,  I  would  do  it; 
but  if  they  did  not,  and  fhould  I,  (after  giving 
them  fo  much  trouble)  decline  Handing,  and  ever 
after  apply  to  them,  no  one  wou’d  lerve  me;  and 
defir’d  he’d  go  into  the  Room  and  confult  them; 
which  he  refus’d,  and  then  he  began  to  be  in  a 
Paffion,  and  told  me  he  fhould  infill  upon  it;  adding, 
I  was  in  his  Power  and  if  I  did  not  I  mull 
take  what  follow’d,  and  left  me  in  the  utmoft 
Confufion. 

I  dire&ly  acquainted  my  Friends  what  had 
pafs’d,  who  to  a  Man  infilled  upon  my  Handing 
the  Election,  and  advis’d  me  to  let  Mr.  Barton 
know  what  had  happen’d;  which  I  did,  and  he 
thought  it  a  piece  of  cruel,  unfair  treatment;  and 
infilled  upon  my  Handing  the  Ele&ion,  and  fent 
the  Beadle  of  Shoe- Lane  Liberty,  with  my  Re- 

Id  commen- 
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commendation  to  the  Committee;  and  he  was  fo 
good  as  to  attend  himfelf  in  my  behalf;  I  told 
Mr.  Barton  what  obligations  I  was  under  to  Mr. 
S-n-b-n,  in  whole  Power  it  was  to  deftroy  me, 
which  he  had  given  me  lome  reafons  to  think  he 
would  do;  neverthelefs  go  I  muft,  and  fo  I  did ;  I 
call’d  on  my  Friends  whom  I  left  at  the  KJng’s- 
Head. ,  and  they  went  with  me  to  vote. 

As  foon  as  I,  with  my  Friends,  came  to  the  Work- 
Houfe,  Mr.  S-n-b-n  met  me  in  the  Yard,  I  told 
him  I  was  very  forry  to  do  any  thing  contrary  to 
his  commands,  but  Mr.  Barton  and  the  Gentle¬ 
men  of  the  Committee  of  Shoe-Lane  bVorlhoufe , 
had  fent  a  Recommendation  by  the  Beadle,  and 
ordered  me  to  attend ;  he  in  anger  anfwered,  you 
do  this  in  oppofition  to  me,  and  you  muft  expeft 
the  confequence.  Fearing  I  ffcould  carry  my  Elec¬ 
tion;  a  Queftion  was  put  (I  will  not  fay  by  whom) 
whether  or  no,  I  had  the  fame  pretenfions  to  be 
a  Candidate,  as  an  Apothecary  who  liv’d  in  that 
Liberty.  ’Tis  to  be  obferv’d,  that  this  great  Pa- 
rifh  of  St.  Andrew's,  Holborn ,  is  divided  into  three 
diftindf  Liberties,  and  has  three  feperate  Work- 
Houfes  (viz,J  this  in  little  Grays-lnn-Lane ,  ano¬ 
ther  on  Saffron-Hill ,  and  the  other  in  Shoe-Lane , 
and  every  diftintt  Liberty  maintains  the  Poor  of 
that  Liberty;  fo  that  each  Parifh  has  different 
Committees,  and  Officers  to  each  Work-houfe: 
And  upon  this  Queftion,  a  warm  debate  arofe, 
which  poftpoiftd  the  Election  a  fortnight. 

My  juftly  efteem’d  Friend  Mr.  Barton ,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Gentlemen,  my  well  wifhers,  advifed 
me  to  take  an  Houfe,  and  fit  up  a  Shop  in  that 
Liberty;  which  I  did,  and  fent  a  Bed,  and  other 
Goods,  and  either  my  Apprentice  or  my  other 

Man 
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Man  lay  there,  and  when  I  could  not  be  at  that 
Shop,  one  of  my  Servants  was.  This  my  Friend 
S-n-b-n  perceiving,  and  as  a  proof  of  what  I  might 
farther  expeft,  came  to  me  and  infilled  upon  my 
taking  up  the  Bond  we  borrow'd  the  fifty  Pounds 
upon,  as  lome  part  of  it  was  unpaid;  which  by 
the  Affiflance  of  good  Mr.  Barton ,  I  paid  the 
remainder  and  continu’d  my  application  for  the 
next  Eleftion;  at  which  time  I  met  Mr.  S^n-b-n 
again,  who  told  me  he  found  1  was  refolv’d  to 
oppofe  him,  but  he  would  make  me  a  fuitable  return. 
The  Point  being  again  debated,  who  had  a  right 
to  Hand  Candidates;  I  was  admitted  as  fuch,  by  a 
great  Majority;  I  being  call’d  in,  told  the  Gentle¬ 
men,  I  had  once  before  offer’d  to  ferve  them  by 
being  in  the  Houfe,  and  the  Reafon  I  repeated  my 
Sollicitations  this  time  was  folely  owing  to  Mr. 
S-n-b-n  who  gave  me  the  firft  intelligence  of  their 
intending  to  farm  it,  and  who  alfo  at  the  fame 
time  gave  me  a  Lift  of  this  honourable  Com¬ 
mittee,  to  whom  (before  this  time)  I  was  recom¬ 
mended  in  fuch  ftrong  terms  which  engag’d  me 
the  Favours  of  Mr.  S-n-b-n ,  who  had  (till  this 
unhappy  difference)  given  me  great  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  him  my  fincere  Friend,  and  I  had  in  this  as 
well  as  in  every  other  tranfacfion,  fince  I  firft  knew 
him,  afted  with  ftrid  conformity  to  his  Will;-  and 
never  had  any  thoughts  of  giving  you  Gentlemen 
farther  trouble  upon  this  Account,  had  not  Mr. 
S-n-b-n  (under  a  pretence  of  Friendfhip)  came  and 
advis’d  me  to  it;  when  at  the  fame  time  he  pro¬ 
mis’d  me  all  the  Intereft  in  his  Power;  but  he 
finding  the  Encouragement  I  met  with,  from  tnoft 
of  you  Gentlemen  here  prefent,  he  (in  about  a 
Week  after  I  had  made  my  Application)  came  and 
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told  me  nothing  could  prevent  my  Succefs;  unlefs 
any  other  two  Candidates,  fiiould  transfer  the 
Intereft  of  one  to  the  other;  in  order  the  better  to 
guard  againft  this,  he  told  me  he  would  make 
intereft  for  himfelf,.  as  he  was  fenfibie  he  could 
attain  fome  particular  Votes  that  I  could  not;  and 
accordingly  this  was  agreed  to,  by  us  both ;  and 
every  Day  we  faw  each  other  to  make  known  our 
Succefs,  till  about  two  hours  before  the  laft  meet¬ 
ing  of  this  honourable  Committee,  Mr*  S-n-b-n 
came  to  me  at  the  Kjng’ s- Head-Tavern  in  Hoi- 
born ,  where  I  had  met  my  Friends  in  order  to 
proceed  to  the  Ele&ion;  but  I  was  foon  call'd  to 
Mr.  S-n-b-n ,  whom  I  was  very  glad  to  fee,  ima¬ 
gining  he  was  come  according  to  prcmife  to  join 
me  with  his  Friends:  He  then  told  me,  he  thought 
it  moft  advifeable  that  I  fliould  decline  in  his 
Favour,  that  he  might  be  elected,  who  had  liv'd 
lb  long  in  this  Liberty,  and  I  had  been  fo  little 
a  time  in  the  Farifh.  He  faid  it  would  be  a  dif- 
credit  to  him,  ftiould  I  be  chofe  and  he  not,  allur¬ 
ing  me  at  the  fame  time,  that  was  his  only  reafon 
for  Handing,  and  that  if  he  was  ele&ed,  he  would 
not  long  keep  it,  but  transfer  it  to  me;  I  was 
furpri&’d  at  this  fudden  turn  of  mind,  and  told 
him  that  in  my  opinion  I  wfas  the  moft  likely 
to  be  chofen;  on  this  confideration,  as  the  Gentle¬ 
men  knew  him  to  be  a  Man  of  Fortune,  wfith 
good  Bufinefs  and  no  Children ;  and  as  he  was 
pleas'd  to  fay  it  would  be  a  Chariot  1  or  me;  I 
laid  to  him  you  have  one  already,  and  I  appre¬ 
hend  my  being  in  low  Circumftances,  with  a  large 
Family,  confifting  of  fix  Children,  befides  myfelf 
Wife  and  Servants,  all  fupported  by  my  Induftry: 
And  urged  that  thefe  Confiderations  may  prove 
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Motives  with  thefe  worthy  Gentlemen,  as  I  hope 
they  do*  I  further  urged  to  Mr.  S-n-b-n ,  that  I 
fhould  ufc  my  Friends  with  difrefpect  was  I  to 
flight  their  Favours,  and  fhould  (hereafter)  any 
thing  offer,  I  could  then  expect  no  favour ;  but  if 
my  Friends  who  are  hear  ready  to  vote  for  me,  they 
will  content  to  it,  in  obedience  to  your  Commands, 
I  will  readily  do  it*  and  defir’d  he’d  go  into  the 
Room  to  them  to  know  their  pleafure,  which  Mr. 
S-n-b-n  refus’d,  and  parted  with  me  in  anger.  I 
diredtiy  told  my  Friends  what  had  pafs’d  betwixt 
us,  who  all  infilled  upon  my  ftanding,  and  advis’d 
me  to  acquaint  Mr.  Barton ,  whom  I  did,  and  he 
was  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  it  is  in  compliance 
with  their  Commands  I  now  offer  myfelf  before 
you;  and  I  Ihould  with  the  utmoft  unwillingnefs 
oppofe  Mr.  S-n-b-n  in  any  other  cafe,  as  I  am  fb  much 
in  his  Power,  but  in  this  I’m  oblig’d*  and  I  have 
already  receiv’d  an  earneft  of,  and  have  farther 
expectations  of  his  feverity,  from  what  he  faid  to 
me  juft  now  in  the  Yard.  And  then  I  told  the  Gen¬ 
tlemen  the  nature  of  thefe  Obligations,  and  further 
faid  to  them,  fhould  it  be  your  pleafure,  Gentlemen, 
from  the  recommendation  of  my  Friends,  the  nar- 
rownefs  of  my  Circumftances,  the  largenefs  of  my 
Family,  and  my  define  to  maintain  them,  with 
other  unhappy  Circumftances  I  have  related;  I  fay, 
fhould  thefe  excite  your  compaflion  and  induce 
you  to  make  me  Apothecary  to  this  Houfe,  I  fhall 
not  only  do  my  Duty  as  fuch,  but  fhall  to  my 
laft  hour,  bear  a  grateful  remembrance  of  your 
Goodnefs,  and  in  order  to  prevent  my  threatning 
deftruction,  I  defire  not  to  receive  one  Penny  of 
my  Salary ;  but  as  it  becomes  due  it  may  be  paid 
to  Mr.  S-n-b-n ,  which  I  hope  he'll  accept  as  a 
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fufficient  Security  for  the  remains  of  what  is  due 
to  him;  I  then  made  my  Obedience  and  withdrew^. 

The  Gentlemen  then  proceeded  to  an  Election, 
and  agreeable  to  an  old  Proverb;  while  two  Dogs 
are  fighting  for  a  Bone,  comes  a  third  and  runs 
away  with  it.  For  this  unlucky  Divifion  made 
an  opening  for  another  to  fucceed ;  and  they  chofe 
Mr.  Smithfman ,  an  eminent  Apothecary  in  Devon- 
Jhire-Jlreet ;  who  is  Apothecary  to  this  Day,  and 
this  Election  was  in  the  Year  i  738. 

Thus  difappointed  of  my  hopes,  and  depriv'd 
not  only  of  my  Friend,  but  now  he  was  com¬ 
menc'd  the  reverfe;  yet  he  thought  an  immediate 
Execution  of  his  difpleafure  would  be  lock’d  upon 
as  revenge.  I  was  now  by  a  clofe  adherence  to 
that  Bufinefs  I  had,  making  what  Provifion  I 
could  in  order  to  make  him  another  payment  againft 
Chriftmas;  which  he  promis’d  to  accept  when  I 
pay’d  the  Bond  off  about  Michaelmas;  but  about 
two  Months  after  on  a  Saturday  Night,  he  had 
ordered  his  Nephew  (who  was  then  my  Apprentice) 
to  let  him  know  when  I  was  at  home;  he  was 
then  waiting  for  me,  with  two  Bailiffs,  with  a  W rit  to 
fend  me  to  Goal,  and  an  Execution  againft  my 
Effects,  and  as  foon  as  I  came  in,  my  Apprentice 
(Judas  like)  went  and  betrayed  his  Mafter :  But 
providentially,  whilft  he  was  gone  to  fetch  his 
Uncle  and  the  Bailiffs,  I  was  fent  for  to  MachrelV s- 
Coffes-Hotife  in  Bartlett's- Buildings ,  which  is  in 
the  City  Liberty,  and  Hat t on-Gar den  is  in  Mid-* 
dlefex ;  my  other  Man  more  trufty,  (tho’  to  him 
he  had  made  fome  overtures  to  prove  falfe;)  came 
and  told  me  Mr.  S-n-b-n  with  two  Bailiffs  were 
in  the  Houfe,  and  had  taken  Poffeflion,  and  they 
wanted  me  very  much*  I  bid  him  go  home  and 

tell 
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tell  hisMiftrefs  not  to  be  frighted,  and  about  twelve 
or  one  o’Clock  I  would  come,  as  I  knew  then  they 
could  not  execute  a  Warrant  of  Arreft;  I  went  firft  to 
Mr.  Jones  an  Attorney,  and  told  him  what  had 
happen’d,  and  he  gave  me  great  hopes  by  his 
affurances  of  Friendfhip,  which  fhall  be  hereafter 
explain’d.  And  about  one  or  two  o’Clock  on  Sun¬ 
day  Morning  I  went  home,  and  found  thefe  two 
Bailiffs  in  Pofleflion,  and  as  this  was  on  Chriftmas- 
Eve,  I  told  them  as  they  were  come  to  keep 
Chriftmas  with  me,  I  would  give  them  the  beft 
Entertainment  in  my  Power,  and  order’d  them  a 
good  Piece  of  roaft  Beef  and  a  plumb  Pudding  for 
Dinner,  and  gave  them  as  much  ftrong  Beer  and 
Punch  as  they  would  drink,  telling  them  as  I  could 
only  have  the  Pleafure  of  their  Company  that 
Day  with  fafety,  I  fhould  make  them  welcome, 
but  they  mull  excufe  my  feeing  them  the  next 
Day ;  I  had  got  them  to  fuch  a  Pitch  that  one  of 
them  faid,  God  blefs  you  Maker,  I  am  forry  for 
this  misfortune,  but  if  we  fhould  fee  you  to-mor¬ 
row  it  may  be  worfe;  I  thank’d  them,  and  leaving 
them  merry,  and  what  Liquor  they  would  drink, 
I  went  to  Mr.  Jones ,  and  fent  him  to  Mr.  S-n-b-n , 
to  know  if  he  would  take  the  Men  out  of  PolTef- 
lion,  or  what  other  Terms  he  would  come  to;  who 
anfwer’d,  he  would  hear  of  nothing,  but  all  his 
Demands  writh  Charges.  I  found  nothing  but  my 
Deftrutlion  was  aim’d  at,  and  deftroy’d  I  was.  I 
wTent  to  acquaint  my  Wife’s  Relations  of  this 
Affair,  but  could  obtain  no  redrefs  from  them; 
indeed  her  Brother  came  with  me  to  my  Lawyer, 
who  faid  he’d  foon  make  Mr.  S-n-b-n  glad  to  come 
to  terms;  I  went  to  my  l  andlord  Mi.  Berkley  on 
Ludgate-Hilh  to  acquaint  him  with  what  had 

happen’d 
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happen’d,  that  he  might  feize  for  half  a  years  Rent, 
which  was  all  I  owed  him. 

I  return'd  home  and  found  my  Chriflmas  vifiters 
very  merry;  we  fupp'd  together,  and  afterwards 
took  a  chearful  Glals,  and  my  Guefts  drank  fo 
freely  that  they  were  obliged  to  be  affifted  in  get¬ 
ting  to  bed,  and  I  return'd  to  my  Lodgings  in 
Crutched-Fryers ;  Mr.  Jones  with  feme  other  affift- 
ance,  whilft  thefe  Gentlemen  were  taking  their 
repofe  mov'd  moil  of  the  beft  Goods  to  his  Houfe, 
in  hopes  it  would  be  a  Means  of  bringing  Mr. 
S-n-b-n  into  better  Terms:  Altho'  thefe  Goods 
were  remov'd  off  the  Premiffcs,  to  prevent  being 
fold  by  the  Sheriff's  Officers,  no  part  of  them  were 
difpofed  of;  but  as  foon  as  the  Commiffion  was 
taken  out  they  were  all  brought  back  and  taken 
an  Account  of.  The  Shop  remain’d,  which  the 
Landlord  leiz'd  for  his  Rent. 

The  next  Morning  the  Sheriff's  Officer  came  to 
fee  after  his  two  Rumms  who  had  the  effe&s  of 
yefterdays  regale  in  their  Heads  and  knew  nothing 
of  the  matter  till  the  Officer  told  them,  who  drew 
his  Hanger  and  fwore  he'd  demolifh  them ;  but  the 
Goods  being  remov'd  before  an  Inventory  was 
made,  the  Officers  efcap'd  being  liable,  and  what 
was  left  did  little  more  than  pay  the  Rent.  Mr. 
iS- n-b-ny  being  inform'd  what  had  happen'd, 
threatned  the  Officer  very  hard,  but  he  came  in¬ 
to  no  trouble.  Yet  after  all  this,  he'd  come  to 
no  reafonable  Terms;  it  was  not  the  Money  he 
wanted  fo  much,  as  to  gratifie  a  piece  of  Revenge  I 
fear:  But  as  the  Goods  were  gone  and  the  Shop 
feiz'd  for  Rent,  ’twas  not  worth  while  keeping  thefe 
Men  in  Poffeffion,  fo  they  were  foon  difcharg'd. 

As  Mr.  &-n-b-ny  would  come  yet  to  no  agree¬ 
ment. 
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ment,  that  was  in  my  Power  to  make  by  the  Ad- 
vile  of  my  Friends,  in  order  to  prevent  my  total 
Deftrudion;  I  acquainted  my  Creditors,  which  were 
not  many,  with  my  prefent  unhappy  Situation,  and 
it  was  their  Opinion,  the  molt  effedual  Way  to 
prevent  my  entire  Ruin,  and  to  free  me  from  fu¬ 
ture  Perfecution,  would  be  taking  out  a  Commiffion 
of  Bankruptcy.  And  that  moft  juftly  efteem’d 
Gentleman,  who  a  little  before  affifted  me  in  paying 
the  Bond  upon  the  firft  Breach  betwixt  Mr.  S-n- 
b-n  and  myfelf,  was  fo  good  (with  others  that 
knew  my  hard  treatment)  to  be  my  petitioning 
Creditors ;  and  accordingly  a  Commiffion  was  taken 
out;  and  I  agreeable  to  my  Summons  furrenderd 
myfelf  to  the  Commiffioners,  and  the  Goods  before 
remov’d  were  all  brought  back  and  deliver’d  for 
the  Ule  of  my  Creditors;  and  according  to  the 
Appointments  of  the  Commiffioners,  I  met  them 
at  Guild-Half  and  made  a  true  difcovery  of 
my  Effects,  book  Debts,  Qjfc.  And  at  laft  I 
got  through  this  long,  tedious,  expenfive  Trouble  ; 
and  my  Certificate  was  fign’d,  and  I  fet  off 
again.  Altho’  this  was  a  moft  effectual  Means  to 
prevent  the  defign  of  Cruelty  and  Revenge ;  yet 
it  was  attended  with  moft  unhappy  Confequences ; 
for  firft,  during  the  time  I  was  oblig’d  to  be  abfent 
from  bufinels,  I  muft  inevitably  loofe  part  of  it, 
and  when  I  began  again  I  had  not  Six-pcnce  to 
fet  off  with;  and  thoie  who  had  loft  Money  by 
me,  I  could  expect  no  credit  frgm;  and  after 
fuch  an  Odium  as  being  a  Bankrupt,  I  could 
neither  get  credit  for  a  Loaf,  or  any  thing  to  keep 
us  a-live  with;  my  Wife’s  Relations  (who  knew 
I  was  by  this  Commiffion  clear’d)  yet  would  not 
advance  one  Farthing  to  enable  me  to  profecute 
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my  Bufinefs.  I  was  oblig’d  to  call  in  the  Demands 
of  my  own  Relations,  being  put  to  it,  to  prove 
myfelf  in  debt  fufficient  to  obtain  a  Commifiion, 
for  a  Man  muft  owe  one-hundred  Pounds  to  one 
Perfon,  or  one-hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  to  two,  or 
he  muft  owe  two-hundred  Pounds  in  the  whole, 
and  it  fignifies  nothing  if  he  owes  it  to  two-hundred 
Perfons;  which  (hews  that  after  all  the  vifficitudes 
of  this  Life,  with  a  large  Family  I  was  put  to  it, 
to  mufter  up  demands  to  that  amount;  which  was 
an  Evidence  I  had  not  in  all  my  difficulties  run 
greatly  into  debt;  and  to  fuffer  the  fame  Reproach, 
and  to  be  at  the  fame  Expence  for  a  trifle,  as  for 
twenty-thoufand  Pounds,  I  look  upon  it  wrong 
judgment  for  any  Man  to  become  a  Bankrupt  for 
fmall  Sums;  for  my  Debts  and  Effects  amounted 
to  little  more  than  paid  the  Expences:  And  I  fuf- 
fered  in  my  Reputation,  loft  my  Bufinefs,  and  had 
not  a  Penny  to  help  myfelf  with;  and  my  good 
Wife’s  kind  Relations,  who  were  Sun-fhine  Friends, 
did  not  Only  refufe  me  affiftance,  but  afterwards 
they  never  fo  much  as  employ’d  me;  and  my 
Landlord  feeing  I  was  fo  reduc’d,  oblig’d  me  to 
give  him  an  Order  to  receive  the  Salary  of  the 
Work-houfe,  as  it  became  due,  for  iatisfaction  of 
his  Rent;  and  tofupply  the  Demands  ol  a  Family, 
thofe  few  Perfons  which  did  employ  me,  I  was 
oblig’d  to  prefs  for  Money  looner  then  moft  Folks 
like;  and  often  to  prevent  our  ftarving,  I  have  not 
only  been  forc’d  to  borrow  Money  up>on  my  Goods, 
"but  frequently  upon  my  Cloaths  too. 

I  have  impartially  related  what  paft  betwixt  Mr, 
S-n  b-n  and  myfelf,  from  our  firft  Engagement  to 
our  laft,  and  the  bad  Confcquences  which  have 
enfu’d,  and  I  leaye  the  unprejudic’d  to  form  what 

Judgment 
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Judgment  he  pleafeth.  The  former  part  of  his 
Treatment  moil  evidently  had  the  appearance  of 
Friendlhip  and  Charity,  but  the  latter  feems  quite 
the  reverfe;  and  what  could  be  his  motives  at  firft?  1 
hope  not  a  regard  altogether  to  his  own  Intereft, 
any  more,  than  the  laft  was  owing  to  refentment; 

I  would  rather  believe  them  to  arife  from  the  un¬ 
kind  Ufage  of  my  Wife’s  Relations,  and  her  vio¬ 
lent  Imprudence,  which  he  often  told  me,  he  fear’d 
would  be  my  ruin ;  but  I  lhall  fay  no  more  upon 
this  Subject,  as  I  can’t  anfwer  for  myfelf,  what  in 
the  fame  Circumftances  1  fhould  have  done;  only 
this,  was  it  to  come  over  again  1  would  give  it 
up,  as  I  had  receiv’d  fuch  favours,  and  I  would 
have  trufted  to  his  honour  which  I  fliould  have 
done  at  that  time;  wou’d  my  Friends  have  given 
me  leave.  But  upon  the  Whole,  as  things  were 
thus  unhappily  conducted,  we  were  both  great 
fufferers,  which  was  folely  owing  to  his  raOi  Treat¬ 
ment.  But  after  all  that  has  happen’d,  I  ftill  will 
fubmit  to  the  Character  he  will  at  this  Day  give 
me;  and  as  for  the  Favours  he  did  me  I  heartily 
thank  him,  and  for  the  ill  Ufage,  if  he  fo  defign’d 
it,  I  fincerely  forgive  him ;  and  what  he  hath  dif¬ 
fer’d  by  fuch  rafh  treatment,  I  am  greatly  con¬ 
cern’d  at,  and  with  the  moft  unfeigned  Sincerity 
wifh  him  all  the  happinefs  he  can  with  himfelf; 
and  I  hope  he  in  return  forgives  me. 

Now  to  return;  being  thus  reduc’d,  I  made 
known  my  diftrefles  to  Mr.  IV'efl'Wood^  an  eminent 
and  worthy  Apothecary  in  Fenchurck- Buildings , 
whofe  Compaffion  foon  engaged  him  to  fhew  me 
proofs  of  his  Pity,  and  who  was  fo  kind  amongft 
the  fraternity  and  others  of  his  Acquaintance,  with 
the  Adyice  and  Recommendation  of  Mr.  Barton , 

1 1  whom 
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whom  with  the  utmoft  fenfe  of  Gratitude,  I  can't 
too  often  mention,  raifed  me  a  Purfe  of  thirty 
Pounds;  and  I  fhall  be  guilty  of  ingratitude,  was 
I  to  forget  the  bounty  of  my  School-fellow,  Sir 
William  Calvert ,  who  largely  contributed ;  as  alio 
another  worthy  Gentleman,  who  is  an  ornament  to 
our  Profeflion,  George  Gamier  Efq ;  who  was  not 
only  very  bountiful  in  his  Contributions,  but 
frequently  treated  me  with  great  humanity  and 
compaflion*  Mr.  Weftwood,  with  part  of  this 
Money,  redeem’d  my  Goods  and  Cloaths,  paid 
fome  few  fmall  debts,  and  replenifh’d  my  Shop, 
and  put  me  into  a  better  Condition  to  attend  bu- 
finefs;  tho’  after  the  fatal  Bankruptcy  I  had  very 
little  to  attend;  this  was  in  the  Year  1739. 

About  this  time  my  Family  were  afflicted  with 
the  Small-pox,  of  which  I  buried  two  Children, 
and  loon  after  one  of  Convulfions,  and  a  little  time 
after  that,  I  buried  a  Daughter  of  a  eleven  or  twelve 
Years  of  Age,  and  while  I  liv’d  in  Hatton - 
Garden ,  four;  and  had  as  many  born:  But  one  of 
my  greateft  troubles  was  the  death  of  my  eldeft 
Daughter,  and  to  add  to  it,  the  Day  fhe  lay  a 
dying,  my  Landlord  feiVd  for  rent,  and  took  an 
account  of  the  Bed  and  Bedding  fhe  lay  upon, 
which  fhe  was  fenfibly  affected  with  and  died  in 
a  few  hours  after.  W  ith  thefe  great  troubles  and 
flraight  circumltances  I  ftruggled  near  two  Years, 
when  the  Worfc-houfe  was  my  chief  Bufinefs  and 
that  was  engag’d  for  rent. 

I  muft  take  Notice  that  many  Temptations  are 
offer’d  by  a  fet  of  wicked  artful  Villains  to  Perfons 
in  diftrefs’d  Circumftances :  Thefe  Sharpers  make 
it  their  bufinefs  to  find  out  Perfons  who  are  by 
adverfe  Fortunes  reduc’d  to  poverty,  and  they 

under 
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under  pretence  of  ferving  fuch  unfortunate,  make 
a  property  of  them;  I  lhall  relate  an  inftance  or 
two  of  fuch  Practices,  to  guard  People  in  diftreis 
from  being  made  more  fo  by  this  Sort  of  Impoftors. 

There  was  one  John  Sl-ft-ll ,  a  reduc'd  Tradef- 
man,  being  afterwards  put  to  his  Wits  to  live, 
took  up  a  Trade  of  difeounting  Notes,  for  which 
he  receiv'd  Premiums.  This  Man  being  one  Day 
at  the  Magtye,  at  Hoi  born-  bridge. }  and  hearing 
me  talking  with  my  Landlord,  enquir’d  who  I 
was,  and  the  next  time  1  came  to  the  Houle  he 
introduc'd  himlelf  into  my  Company,  and  began 
with  faying,  how  forry  he  was  for  my  late  misfor¬ 
tunes,  when  I  was  before  in  fo  good  a  Way,  but  added 
it  was  not  my  cafe  alone,  for  he  had  fhar'd  the  fame 
Fate;  but  now  was  in  a  comfortable  Way  of  Liv¬ 
ing,  and  his  bufinefs  was  to  help  People  in  diltrels, 
by  affiiling  them  with  fmall  Sums,  and  if  they 
kept  their  payment  need  never  be  put  to  it,  &c+ 
As  my  prefling  neceflity  was  urgent;  and  I  un¬ 
willing  to  link,  and  ready  to  catch  at  every  twigg, 
made  me  liken  the  more  to  this  Fellow;  who  told 
me,  altho'  I  had  met  with  misfortunes,  as  I  was 
not  in  debt,  and  had  preferv'd  a  good  Character, 
he'd  engage  to  get  me  ten  or  twenty  Pounds  upon 
my  Note,  for  a  fmall  difeount;  I  told  him  I  greatly 
queftion  it;  yes  he  laid,  if  X  would  give  him  a 
Note  payable  in  three  or  four  months  for  ten 
Pounds,  he’d  bring  me  the  Money  in  a  day  or 
two;  accordingly  1  gave  him  a  Note.  The  next 
morning  he  called  upon  me,  to  appoint  my  meet¬ 
ing  him  at  the  fame  Houfe,  at  one  o'Clock,  where 
the  Perfon  who  was  to  advance  the  Money  would 
be.  At  the  time  fixt  I  went,  where  I  found  him, 
but  no  one  elfej  it  being  dinner  time  he  thought 
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a  Beef-ftake  would  be  very  fuitable  to  his  Friend, 
who  was  corning  with  the  Money  *  I  ordered  it 
to  be  got  ready,  and  as  loon  as  it  was,  he  was 
as  ready  for  it,  not  waiting  for  his  Friend,  who 
he  believed  by  flaying  fo  long  would  dine  firft; 
and  after  waffling  his  Dinner  down  with  as  much 
Beer  as  he  could  drink,  thought  fomething  might 
have  difappointed  his  coming  then ;  but  he’d  fee 
him  that  night  to  know  the  Rcafon  and  to  be 
certain  when  and  where  we  fhould  meet,  and 
would  let  me  know  in  the  morning.  The  next 
morning  he  came  with  a  Brother  fflarper  with  him, 
who  wanted  me  to  accept  ol  a  Draught  for  twenty 
Pounds,  which  he  was  to  buy  Goods  with;  this  offer 
I  abfolutely  refus’d,  and  after  thefe  Gentlemen  had 
taken  a  Glafs  or  two  each  of  Cinnamon- Water,  I 
was  to  meet  them  about  noon  at  the  Elephant  with¬ 
out  Temple-Bar ,  when  he  had  fome  Pork-chops  dreft 
for  him  and  his  Friend,  who  never  came,  but  after 
flaying  as  long  as  he  thought  fit,  he  would  go 
to  fee  for  him  whom  he  never  found.  The  next 
day  I  was  fore  to  fee  him  with  fome  excufe,  and 
in  the  evening  the  Perfon  would  without  fail  be 
with  the  Money  at  the  Heath-Cock  in  the  Strand , 
where  I  met  him,  and  to  as  much  purpofe  as  be¬ 
fore;  fometimes  he’d  bring  a  fhabby  genteel  young 
Fellow,  whom  he  call’d  ’Squire,  and  who  was 
the  next  Week  to  receive  fome  rent  out  of  the 
Country,  and  if  I  wanted  fifty  Pounds  I  ftiould 
have  it,  and  upon  my  own  Note,  and  for  what 
*  time  I  pleas’d;  then  he  and  his  ’Squire  were  to 
dine  with  me  on  the  following  Sunday,  and  fettle 
the  time  of  meeting  him,  which  I  did.  I  foon 
difcover’d  the  game  this  Fellow  was  playing,  and 
fince  I  had  been  fo  much  impos’d  on,  I  thought 
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I  would  let  him  go  on  a  little  longer,  and  was 
oblig’d  fo  to  do  that  1  might  get  my  Note  of 
him  again.  I  met  him  l3veral  times  after,  when 
I  had  no  expectations  of  Money,  but  to  get  him 
into  a  humour  to  give  me  my  Note:  At  laft  i 
told  him  I  found  my  credit  was  not  good  enough 
to  borrow  money  ;  I  defir’d  he'd  return  the  Note, 
and  for  what  pains  he  had  taken  to  ferve  me  I 
would  make  him  a  proper  return,  and  give  his 
Wife  a  Bottle  of  Wormwood  Water,  as  fhe  had 
before  many  a  comfortable  Cordial;  he  faid  he 
was  refolved  to  ferve  me,  and  defir’d  I  would  have 
a  little  Patience,  which  indeed  I  was  forc’d  to,  by 
complying  with  more  meetings  juft  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  as  many  before  I  had  given  him;  only 
about  a  month  before  my  Note  was  due,  by 
many  more  repeated  entertainments  I  got  my  Note 
again:  Altho’  I  knew  this  Fellow's  Villany,  I 
was  oblig’d  to  meet  him  when  and  where  he  pleas’d, 
and  to  treat  him  with  what  he’d  eat  and  drink, 
to  get  out  of  his  Clutches,  1  no  fooner  difcovefd 
his  Intentions,  but  I  fet  down  every  day,  what 
I  paid  for  his  eating  and  drinking  and  whereat, 
with  the  Drams  and  Medicines  for  himfelf,  Wife, 
and  fhabby  Companions,  to  the  Amount  of  three 
Pounds  ten  Shillings;  and  fome  little  time  after 
I  had  got  my  Note,  when  he  was  hugging  him¬ 
felf  with  the  thoughts  of  what  he  had  made  of 
me,  I  arrefted  him  and  recover’d  every  Farthing 
befides  Cofts;  and  I  wifh  others  would  ferve  fuch 
fharping  Villains  the  fame  Sauce. 

Another  fet  are  upon  the  Hibernian  Eftablifh- 
ment  of  Fortune  hunting ;  one  of  thefe  Gentlemen 
came  to  me  with  a  Purfeof  twenty  Guineas,  to  let 
him  lodge  at  my  Houfe  for  a  Fortnight,  and  to 
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give  him  a  Character,  being  about  to  marry  a  La¬ 
dy  of  Fortune,  which  I  abfolutely  refufed  with 
difdain. 

A  dreft  up,  middle  aged  Woman,  came  as  an 
apothecary  's  Widow  out  of  Suffolk,  as  fhe  pretended, 
to  get  a  Place  in  fome  Gentleman's  Family,  and 
had  heard  ot  one;  but  as  Ihe  was  a  ftranger  in 
Town,  wanted  a  Character,  and  if  I  would  be  fo 
kind  to  give  her  one,  fhe  wou'd  give  me  five 
Guineas;  this  Woman  I  at  once  judg'd  wanted  to 
get  into  fome  Family  to  rob  them ;  1  threatn'd  her 
as  luch,  wondering  at  her  impudence,  turn'd  her 
out  of  Doors  and  heard  no  more  of  the  Widow. 

Adding  to  my  Difireffes,  I  found  Poverty  had  not 
only  laid  me  open  to  want  and  reproach,  but 
I  was  befet  with  fuch  Temptations  I  was  re- 
folv'd  to  remove  from;  for  what  with  the  Hard™ 
fhips  I  underwent,  and  the  coolnefs  I  met  with 
from  Perfons  I  was  once  in  efieem  by,  and  alfo 
flighted  by  my  Wife's  Relations  and  others,  who 
ought  to  have  ftrove  to  alleviate  the  cares  and  diffi¬ 
culties  I  was  flruggling  with;  thefe  things  were  too 
hard  to  bare! 

Upon  reading  the  account  of  Mr.  Drefferh  Death, 
who  was  an  Apothecaryof  good  Bufinefs  in  Cambridge , 
I  went  to  Dr.  Mead,  (whofe  Favours  I  ftiall  ever 
gratefully  acknowledge  )and  told  him  what  a  mifera- 
ble  Situation,  I  was  reduc'd  to,  and  that  when  a 
man's  Character  is  once  flur'd,  it  was  feldom  or  ne¬ 
ver  he  could  (efpecially  indiftrefs'd  Circumftances ) 
make  any  thing  of  it  afterwards  in  the  fame  Neigh¬ 
bourhood;  and  as  there  was  a  vacancy  at  Cambridge, 
there  I  would  willingly  go,  if  I  could  accomplifh 
it,  in  hopes  of  better  Fortune:  The  Dr.  readily  laid 
he  would  write  to  Dr.  Bently ,  and  fome  other  Gen¬ 
tlemen, 
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tlemen,  and  do  me  all  the  fervice  in  his  Power? 
which  accordingly  he  did ;  I  then  acquainted  Mr, 
Barton ,  Mr.  Gamier ,  Mr.  Wejhmod ,  and  many 
more  Friends,  of  mv  intention,  who  advis'd  me  to 
it,  fince  after  fuch  cruel  Treatment  I  was  not  like* 
ly  to  fucceed  in  Hatton-Garden ,  and  upon  this  oc~ 
cafion  Mr.  Gamier  was  fo  kind  as  to  renew  his  cha¬ 
ritable  Affiftance;  and  in  the  Year  1740,  I  went  to 
Cambridge ,  with  Letters  of  Recommendation  to  Dr, 
Bently ,  and  feveral  more  Gentlemen. 

When  I  came  to  Cambridge  Mrs.  Dreffer  had 
fold  her  Shop,  and  let  the  Houfe  to  one  Mr* 
j Fyke,  an  eminent  Surgeon  and  Apothecary  at  Leigh - 
ton  Buzard  in  Bedfordshire ,  (of  whom  I  fhall 
lpeak  with  that  juftice  and  regard  which  is  due  to 
him).  But  the  reception  I  met  with  from  Dr. 
Bently ,  and  the  encouragement  I  receiv'd  from 
many  Gentlemen  in  the  Univerfity,  Town,  and 
County,  upon  my  waiting  on  them,  with  Tefti- 
monials  from  Dr.  Mead ,  Dr.  Schomberg,  Dr.  Horfe- 
man ,  Mr.  Barton ,  and  many  more  Gentlemen  of 
great  eminence,  Mr.  Pyhey  altho'  he  had  bought 
the  Shop  &c.  as  I  had  engag'd  the  Bufinefs,  thought 
it  not  advifeable  to  remove  to  Cambridge ,  but  to 
let  me  have  the  Shop,  ofc.  This  as  it  happen'd 
prov'd  an  unfortunate  Affair  to  us  both,  as  I  lhali 
hereafter  fet  forth. 

I  had  before  I  engag'd  with  Mr.  Pyle ,  fitted  up 
a  little  Shop  by  St.  Mary's  Church j  and  the  bull- 
nefs  I  had  foon  got  into,  difeourag'd  him  from 
fettling,  and  encourag’d  him  to  let  me  have  the 
Shop  he  had  bought,  upon  my  own  Security.  Mr, 
Pyle  well  knowing  my  Circumflances  could  not 
be  impos'd  upon*  neither  did  he  diftruft  the  fuffi- 
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ciency  of  my  being  able  to  make  good  my  Engage¬ 
ments.  Accordingly  he  fold  me  the  Shop,  with  Me¬ 
dicines,  Utenfils  £fc.  for  one-hundred  Pounds,  for 
which  he  took  my  Bond  payable  one  year  after 
Date;  and  he  gave  me  Poffeflion,  and  Mrs  *  Dreffer 
gave  back  his  Leafe  of  the  Houfe,  and  took 
one  from  me,  and  I  dire&ly  mov'd  into  the 
Houfe;  I  need  not  inform  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Univerfity,  Town  or  County,  what  Buiinefs  and 
Efteem  I  foon  came  into,  (but  thofe,  who  were  not 
Witnefles  of  my  good  or  bad  Fortune;)  This  I  may 
with  certainty  fay,  there  was  not  a  College  in  the 
whole  Univerfity,  but  I  had  Patients  in,  efpecially 
Trinity,  Kjng’s,  St.  John's,  Emanuel  and  Caps ; 
the  late  Matter,  the  Right  Reverend  the  Lord 
Bijho'p  of  Ely's  Favours  in  employing  me,  I  efteem 
as  an  Honour;  the  chief  Gentlemen  of  the  Town 
and  County  favour'd  me  with  their  Bufinefs,  and 
Mr.  Ireland  dying  foon  after, ,  great  part  of  his  Bu¬ 
finefs  fell  to  me* 

Thus  happily  fituated  amongft  Gentlemen  of  the 
moft  extenfive  Abilities  and  Goodnefs,  w’hofe  fa¬ 
vours  I  greatly  experienc'd,  and  whofe  humane 
ufage  has  made  rafting  impreffions  of  Gratitude; 
which  makes  the  reverie  Treatment  from  Rufticks, 
perplex  and  gaul  my  Soul,  whofe  infolence  and  re¬ 
proach,  added  to  ftarving  Cirdumftances,  who  can 
bear?  But  to  return;  in  this  happy  and  moft  a- 
greeable  Situation,  with  daily  Instances  of  cncreaf- 
ing  Favours,  having  as  I  then  thought  nothing  to 
fear,  and  nothing  more  to  hope  for,  than  the  lafting 
continuance  of  that  happy  profperous  State  I  en¬ 
joy'd:  But  to  fhew  the  uncertainty  of  all  things 
here  below,  while  in  the  rnidft  of  all  my  wiftf  d 
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for  happinefs  ;  behold !  how  cruel  Fortune  unkind* 
ly  interfer’d. 

For  as  foon  as  my  reception  and  fuccefs  had 
reach’d  the  Ears  of  my  London  Lawyer  (whom  I 
before  fpoke  of  as  being  concern’d  for  me  in  that 
unhappy  difpute  with  Mr.  S-n-b-n)  He  wrote  to  me? 
to  fend  him  up  a  Note,  payable  to  him  or  Order 
for  fifty  Pounds  value  receiv’d,  fix  Months  after 
date;  this  Letter  gave  me  feme  uneafinefs,  yeti 
fent  him  no  Anfwer,  as  I  knew  I  did  not  owe  him 
one  Farthing,  but  he  at  the  fame  time  was  indebted 
to  me  twelve  Pound,  (as  I  fhail  prefently  make  ap¬ 
pear)  but  as  I  gave  him  no  Anfwer,  he  foon  fent 
me  a  fecond  Letter,  with  this  Addition,  that  unlefs 
by  the  return  of  the  Poft,  I  fent  him  fuch  a 
Note  as  he  requir’d,  he’d  be  the  ruin  of  me  and  my 
Family  £fc.  cTc.  to  this  likewife  I  gave  no  Anfwer, 
as  I  was  confcious  I  owed  him  nothing ;  he  in  about 
a  fortnights  time,  fent  down  a  Writ  for  fifty  Pound, , 
which  I  was  arrefted  for,  and  fent  to  Cambridge-Caf- 
tie .  This  was  a  moft  fatal  blow  at  fuch  a  time,  and 
made  a  great  Alarm ;  People  had  ftrange  conceptions 
of  my  Circumftances,  to  attempt  to  fettle,  and  to  be 
liable  to  be  fent  to  Goal  dire&ly,  where  I  lay  at  a 
great  expence  near  a  Month,  before  I  could  get  my 
Liberty;  had  it  been  a  juft  Debt  it  was  in  my  Pow¬ 
er  to  have  paid  it  diredtly,  and  as  it  was  not,  I  had 
better  to  have  given  twice  the  Sum  than  have  been 
fent  to  Goal :  But  who  would  have  done  fo  I  know 
not  ?  I  wrote  to  an  Attorney  in  London ,  to  acquaint: 
him  of  this  bafe  Affair,  who  fent  me  word  i  muft 
make  an  Affidavit  of  my  not  owing  him  ten  Pounds, 
and  he’d  foon  fet  me  at  Liberty,  and  accordingly  I 
did,  and  He  (the  Lawyer )  was  fummon’cl  before 
a  Judge,  and  begg’d  time  to  give  in  his  An- 
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fwer,  as  he  had  one  to  invent,  which  prolong'd 
my  impriibnment;  but  upon  the  next  Summons 
I  was  fet  at  Liberty,  and  return'd  to  my  Bufi- 
nefs,  fome  of  which  I  had  loft.  This  Affair  coft 
me  feventy  Pounds  before  I  could  get  out  of  Goal; 
but  that  was  nothing  to  my  other  Ioffes  arifing  from 
being  confin'd  ;  it  rais'd  ftrange  Sufpicions,  and 
weaken'd  the  opinion  of  my  Friends,  and  prov'd  a 
great  check  to  getting  more. 

As  one  Misfortune  is  commonly  fucceeded  by  ano¬ 
ther  ;  Dr*  Be  fitly  was  taken  Ill  of  a  Pleurify,  a  Day 
or  two  before  I  was  fet  at  Liberty,  who  was  pleas'd 
to  accept  the  attendance  of  a  Brother  I  recommended 
in  my  abfence;  I  waited  on  the  Doftor  as  foon  as  I 
had  it  in  my  power ;  Dr.  Bently  was  then  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Profejfor  Plumtree ;  I  was  Very  much 
concern'd  to  find  my  beft  Friend  fo  very  ill,  fearing 
upon  the  account  of  his  great  Age,  it  wou'd  go  very 
hard  with  him;  and  as  he  had  enjoy'd  fuch  good 
Health  fo  many  Years,  and  no  great  Friend  to  Phy- 
fick,  he  was  not  fo  conformable  as  the  Profeffor  and 
I  could  have  wifh'd;  but  however,  he  was  judici- 
oufly  treated  by  Dr.  Plumtree ,  and  clofely  attend¬ 
ed  by  myfelf,  who  was  writh  him  night  and  day 
Till  Death  depriv'd  us  of  this  great  good  Man.  This 
was  another  very  unlucky  Circumftance  now  I  had  loft 
my  beft  Friend,  who  did  not  only  employ  me  for 
himfelf  and  Family,  but  for  a  great  many  poor  Peo¬ 
ple  that  the  World  was  not  acquainted  with :  The 
Charities  he  did  with  his  right  Hand,  were  not 
known  to  his  left;  his  Alms  were  done  in  Secret 
that  he  might  be  rewarded  openly:  This  good  Gen¬ 
tleman  every  morning  during  his  lilnefs,  order'd  me 
half  a  Guinea  for  my  Attendance,  and  befides  his 
pay  ing  me  handfomely  for  Medicines,  I  had  a  pre- 
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fent  of  a  three  Pound-twelve  over  and  above;  but 
thefe  favours  were  not  equal  to  thofe  I  receiv’d 
from  his  kind  recommendation.  The  fancHon  I 
had,  under  the  Umbrage  of  this  great  Man,  ob¬ 
tain'd  me  the  Refpect  and  Favours  of  many:  But 
what  cruel  misfortunes  have  rob’d  me  of  all  my 
Hopes,  when  I  have  had  the  greateft  Views  of  well 
doing  ?  Of  all  the  unlucky  incidents  of  Life,  no¬ 
thing  cou’d  prove  more  fatal  than  the  death  of 
j Dr.  Bently  in  lefs  than  a  Fortnight  after  coming 
out  of  Goal;  and  when  I  had  been  but  a  little  more 
than  half  a  Year  fettled  at  Cambridge ,  and  one 
month  of  that  in  Prifon ;  my  great  Friend  being 
dead,  my  intereft  leffen’d  and  my  Bufinefs  de¬ 
clin’d  ;  and  what  prov’d  more  unfortunate  than  my 
being  in  Goal,  I  can’t  help  mentioning  with  the 
utmoft  Reluctance  (as  ’tis  fo  near  a  Relation) 
that  my  Wife  cou’d  never  fubmit  to  Misfortunes ; 
but  exafperated  with  the  thoughts  of  being  dif- 
grac’d,  poflefs’d  with  too  much  Spirit,  and  too 
little  Patience,  which  added  greatly  to  my  mif- 
fortunes,  whofe  noify  infolence  and  imprudent  be¬ 
haviour  made  us  lcandalous,  hurt  my  Reputa¬ 
tion,  loft  my  Bufinefs,  and  foon  reduc’d  us  to 
the  utmoft  diftrefs. 

I  being  advis’d  to  feek  fome  redrefs  from  the 
Lawyer,  who  had  ufed  me  fo  unjuftly  and  cruelly, 
I  apply’d  to  Counfellor  Pont ,  Recorder  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  who  mov’d  the  Court  againft  him,  to 
fhew  caufe  why  he  fent  me  to  Goal  &cy  which 
Mr.  Pont  did,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  bring 
him  to  Tryal,  which  he  evaded  from  Term  toTerm 
under  various  excufes  and  pretences;  and  one  Ihift 
was,  that  his  principal  Evidence  was  on  Board  a 
Man  of  War  in  fome  diftant  Station;  and  by  this 
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and  fuch  like  evafions,  he  got  a  year  and  half's 
Time,  which  occafion’d  me  feveral  expenfive  Jour¬ 
neys  to  London :  And  after  he  could  put  off  the 
Tryal  no  longer,  it  was  brought  on  before  my 
Lord  chief  Juftice  Lee ,  in  fVejiminfier-Hall ,  the 
fittings  alter  Midfummer  Term  in  the  Year  1742. 

The  nature  of  this  Affair  betwixt  Mr.  Jones 
and  myfelf  ought  to  be  explain’d  before  we  pro¬ 
ceed  to  tryal,  which  was  thus :  This  fame  Attorney 
being  a  Coffee  Houfe  Acquaintance,  when  that 
unhappy  difference  happen’d  betwixt  Mr.  S-n-b-n 
and  myfelf,  which  I  have  before  related,  went 
to  Mr.  S-n-b-n,  and  fome  others  about  my  bufi- 
nels*  and  as  he  undertook  to  take  out  a  Commit- 
fion  of  Bankruptcy,  and  paid  half  a  year’s  Rent 
prior  to  the  Commiffion,  and  his  endeavouring  to 
colled  a  few  Debts  brought  me  in  a  Demand 
ot  fifty  Pounds,  which  demand  he  brought  in  under 
the  Statute  of  Bankruptcy,  fign’d  my  Certificate, 
and  fhar’d  the  fame  Fate  as  the  reft  of  my  Cre¬ 
ditors.  After  that,  he  never  was  concern’d  for  me 
upon  any  account  what  ever,  and  confequently 
had  no  demand  in  Law  againft  me ;  for  what  he 
pretended  was  due,  was  before  the  Commiffion :  The 
Bufinefs  I  had  done  for  him  to  the  amount  of 
twelve  Pounds  was  fince,  yet  as  he  was  fomething 
a  lofer  by  me,  I  never  demanded  the  twelve 
Pounds  due  to  me  fince  the  Commiffion,  as  I 
thought  in  Confcience  I  ought  to  make  him  fome 
return,  and  all  other  Perfons,  who  had  fuffer’d 
by  my  being  a  Bankrupt.  I  never  demanded 
any  Money,  which  I  could  have  done ;  but  volun¬ 
tarily  made  them  a  Prefent  of  what  Bufinefs  I  did 
for  them  afterwards,  though  ftarving  at  the  fame 
Time. 
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But  to  the  Tryal ;  I  haying  in  Court  prov'd  by 
my  Books  and  Savants  my  Demand  of  twelve 
Pounds ;  he  in  defence  was  to  prove  his  of  fifty,  and  he 
to  give  a  San&ion  to  his  Action,  had  procur'd  a  Note 
of  mine  to  a  Diftiller,  of  whom  I  bought  Spirits, 
for  about  three  Pounds,  which  not  being  fufficient 
to  overbalance  my  Demand  of  twelve  Pounds, 
he  then  inftead  of  proving  a  Demand  for  fifty, 
which  he  had  abfolutely  fwore  to,  or  elfe  could 
not  have  fent  me  to  Goal,  thought  proper  to  de¬ 
clare  for  fifteen  only,  with  the  help  of  the  Note, 
as  he  had  hired  a  Rapper  out  of  the  Fleet  Prifon, 
to  fwear  he  faw  him  lend  me  twelve  Pounds,  which 
with  the  Note  of  three  he  prov'd  to  overbalance 
my  twelve. 

My  Lord  chief  Juftice  ask'd  him  if  he  had  no 
Note  for  the  twelve  Pounds,  and  told  him  it  feem'd 
odd  that  after  lofing  Money  by  me  from  the  Com- 
million,  he  fhould  direftly  lend  me  more  and  not 
take  a  Note  for  it:  He  anfwer'd  as  it  was  before 
Witnefs,  he  did  not  infill  upon  a  Note.  This  fame 
honeft  Attorney  had  fo  inftrufted  his  Evidence:; 
which  to  make  it  the  more  righteous  was  his  own 
B-th-r,  and  who  did  not  only  fwear  to  the  place  and 
Time,  but  to  the  very  pieces  of  Money.  O  nion- 
llrous!  that  there  can  be  fuch  abandon'd  gracelefs 
Wretches  upon  Earth!  may  the  great  God  that 
bears  witnefs  of  what  I  write,  and  knows  the  fecrets 
of  all  Hearts,  never  pardon  me  in  this  World,  but 
condemn  me  for  ever,  if  it  is  not  as  falle  as  I  de¬ 
clare  it  to  be.  I  never  before,  nor  after  the  Com- 
miffion,  borrow'd  one  Farthing  of  him,  more  than 
the  fifteen  Pounds  he  paid  Mr.  Berkley  my  Land¬ 
lord  for  half  a  year's  Rent  prior  to  the  Commiffion  j 
and  at  the  very  time  this  wicked  B-th-r  fwore 
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he  faw  him  lend  me  the  Money  at  my  Houfe  in 
Hatt  on-Gar  den,  I  was  then  gone  with  my  Wife’s 
Brother  to  Star  bit ch-Fair,  who  was  fearcely  re¬ 
cover'd  of  a  Fever  X  attended  him  in.  Good  God ! 
if  this  is  the  Cafe,  what  chance  doth  a  Man  ftand 
in  a  Court  where  fuch  Evidences  are  to  be  hir’d  ? 
But  what  Confufion!  what  Terror !  what  Guilt  and 
Tremors  were  they  both  in  at  the  time  this  Evi¬ 
dence  was  given?  not  to  mention  the  Favour  a 
Limb  of  the  Law  may  receive,  he  got  a  Verdift 
with  coft  of  fuit  and  this  prov'd  my  entire 
Deftru&ion.  By  this  unjuft  procur'd  Verdict,  and 
upon  this  account  I  was  oblig'd  to  fell  my  Shop 
and  Effe&s,  and  to  quit  Cambridge ;  and  again  to 
be  turn'd  a  drift  with  my  Family  to  ftarve.  Wou’d 
not  a  link  of  fuch  cruelties  heightned  by  domeftick 
Contention  drive  any  Man  beyond  himfelf  ?  Can  it 
be  ask’d  why  I  am  poor?  Should  it  not  rather  be 
ask'd?  Is  not  this  Man  ftarv'd  and  out  of  his  Senfes? 
But  the  God  in  whom  I  truft,  as  thole  Heroes  of  old 
anfwer'd  Nebuchadnezer,  the  God  whom  I  ferve, 
and  have  a  ftedfait  reliance  on,  is  able  ftill  to  deliver 
me;  but  here  my  {offerings  do  not  end. 

The  Ccmpaifion  and  Charity  of  the  Univerfity 
were  again  extended  to  our  relief,  and  many  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  efpecially  the  prefent  Mafler  of  St.  John's, 
Emanuel ,  '  the  late  Mafler  of  Peterhoufe ,  and 
many  others,  particularly  the  Felloes  of  Trinity- 
College,  lay  me  under  the  greateft:  fenfe  of  grati¬ 
tude  and  thankfulnefs,  and  I  hope  no  time  will 
wear  out  thofe  impreffions  of  Gratitude.  After 
thofe  fufferings  and  a  decay  of  Bufmefs;  in  order 
to  eftablilh  me,  I  wrote  a  Treatife  on  intermitting 
Fevers  and  Agues,  and  met  with  great  encourage¬ 
ment  from  the  Univerfity,  and  here  I  am  under  great 
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obligations  to  that  learned,  worthy,  compleat,  hu¬ 
mane  Gentleman,  Dr.  Zachary  Grey ,  who  having 
an  early  acquaintance  with  my  Father,  fhew'd  me 
great  favours  and  cdmpaffion;  which  I  lhall  always 
acknowledge  with  thankfulnefs. 

After  thefe  Misfortunes,  and  many  fruitlefs  En¬ 
deavours,  1  left  my  Wife  and  Children  in  Lodg¬ 
ings,  and  went  and  paid  my  Compliments  to  Mr. 
Overjio,  an  ingenious  Surgeon  and  Apothecary  at 
Sajfron-Walden ,  and  offer'd  to  affift  him  in  any 
capacity;  for  I  ever  us'd  my  utmoft  Endeavours 
to  fupport  my  Family,  which  in  no  diftrefs  I  ever 
forfook ;  and  at  any  time  when  degraded  from 
being  Maker,  I  was  content  to  ad  as  a  Servant. 
Mr.  Overjio  had  at  that  time  receiv’d  a  Damage 
by  a  Fall,  and  was  unable  to  attend  Bufinefs; 
which  was  in  the  Year  1744:  I  Paid  fo me  time 
with  him,  and  did  what  bufinefs  he  requir'd,  and 
wou'd  willingly  apply'd  for  more  but  as  Mr. 
Overjio  had  no  Children,  and  only  himfelf  and 
good  Mrs.  Overjio ,  and  being  bleft  with  an  afluent 
Fortune,  he  was  not  anxious  after  much  bufinefs; 
tho’  at  firft,  I  was  in  hopes  we  ftiould  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  have  acquir’d  a  Bufinefs  that  wou'd  have  been 
of  ufe  to  us  both ;  but  being  more  at  leifure  than 
I  wifh’d  for,  I  wrote  an  Effay  upon  the  good 
and  bad  Effeds  of  Tea ;  the  Copy  of  which  I 
fold,  to  help  to  fupport  my  Family  at  Cambridge* 
I  hir'd  a  Horfe  at  Walden ,  to  go  to  London ,  and 
upon  my  return  to  Cambridge ,  I  call’d  at  Bunting- 
Ford^  where  I  met  with  one  Mr.  Red  da  If  a  very 
ingenious  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  who  with  very 
great  Succefs  pradis'd  Midwifry,  being  alfo  a  great 
Proficient  in  that  Art.  This  Mr.  Reddall  treated 

j  •  *  .  »•“  f  j#> 

me  with  great  civility,  expreffing  fome  concern 
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for  my  many  Misfortunes,  and  invited  me  to  his 
Houle,  to  ftav  what  time  I  pleas'd,  till  fomething 
die  fhould  offer  in  my  Favour;  for  which  I 
thank'd  him,  and  promis’d  (after  taken  my  leave 
of  Mr.  Overfid)  to  make  him  a  vifit.  The  next 
Day  I  fet  out  for  Cambridge ,  but  call'd  to  fee  my 
Relations  at  Granfden ,  and  mounting  my  Horfe 
to  go  to  Cambridge ,  he  rofe  upright,  and  throwing 
me,  fell  upon  my  Leg;  it  was  not  broke,  but  fo 
bruis'd,  and  in  fo  much  pain  that  I  was  oblig'd 
to  flay  at  Granfden  fix  Weeks,  at  an  Expence, 
befides  being  prevented  going  to  Cambridge ,  to 
Walden  and  to  Bunting-ford ,  as  I  had  promis'd. 

This  Accident  kept  me,  with  the  Horfe  at 
Granfden  fix  Weeks,  before  I  was  able  to  ride; 
and  as  foon  as  I  was,  I  went  to  Mr.  ReddalTs , 
at  Bunting-ford, ,  and  fent  the  Horfe  to  Walden . 
1  ftaid  fome  time  with  Mr.  Reddall ,  and  as  he  had 
Bufinels  in  London ,  I  attended  his  Patients  in  his 
Abfence ;  and  when  Mr.  Reddall  was  in  Town, 
he  call'd  upon  my  Wife's  Brother,  and  told  him, 
if  he,  or  any  of  her  Relations,  would  give  my  Wife 
her  board  a  little  time,  he  wrould  put  me  into  a 
Condition  loon  of  maintaining  her  and  my  Children : 
But  her  good  Brother,  in  order  to  excufe  himfelf, 
and  the  reft  of  her  Relations,  was  pleas'd  to  fay 
fuch  unkind  and  unjuft  things  of  me,  which.  pre¬ 
vented  Mr.  Reddall ,  and  I,  engaging  upon  fuch 
beneficial  Terms  as  we  had  agreed  to ;  and  fo  I 
greatly  fuffer'd  by  thefe  unnatural  People,  that 
would  neither  ferve  me,  themfelves,  nor  let  other 
People.  Upon  Mr.  Reddall' §  return,  I  foon  after 
went  again  to  Saffron-Walden ,  to  Mr.  Overfio , 
where  I  had  eftablifh'd  a  good  Efteem  amongft 
the  principal  Ferlbns  in  that  Neighbourhood,  who 
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often  loll  (cited  me  to  fettle  there;  and  if  I  could 
not  come  into  meafm'es  with  Mr.  Overjto ,  to  enter 
upon  Bufinefs  for  myfelf;  which  I  never  intended, 
but  propos'd  going  to  fix  at  Lhaxjlead.  But  foon 
after  my  return  to  Walden ,  and  while  I  was  at¬ 
tending  Bufinefs  for  Mr .Overjto^  the  Man  of  whom 
I  hir'd  the  Horfe,  arrefted  me  for  about  fifty  ~ 
Shillings,  and  I  was  kept  in  Cuftody,  a  Day  and 
a  Night  under  the  Care  of  two  Bailiffs,  luffici- 
ently  expos’d  to  the  whole  Town  and  Country  ; 
and  then  my  Friend  Mr.  Overjto  was  fo  kind  as 
to  releafe  me.  This  Man  who  arrefted  me,  was 
Mr.  Overjto’ $  Tenant,  and  ow'd  Mr.  Overjto  money 
at  the  fame  time,  and  I  Ihould  have  thought  dared 
not  have  arrefted  me,  without  firft  acquainting 
him,  and  obtaining  leave,  which  I  have  too  much 
reafon  to  fufpect  was  the  Cafe :  This  affair  fo 
blafted  me,  that  I  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  flay¬ 
ing  on  that  fide  the  Country.  I  fhan't  take  upon 
myfelf  to  fay  what  was  the  intention  of  my  being 
arrefted  by  Mr.  Overjto’ s  Tenant,  but  fhali  fubmit 
that  to  the  Determination  of  others,  as  I  was  invi¬ 
ted  to  fettle  at  Walden ,  &c. 

My  Friend  Mr.  ReddalJ  of  Bunting-ford^  hear¬ 
ing  of  this  Ufage,  fent  a  Man  and  Horfe,  with 
an  invitation  for  me  to  come  and  flay  with  him, 
till  lbmething  more  advantageous  Ihould  offer  • 
which  I  accepted,  and  parted  with  Mr.  Overjto  in 
good  Friendship,  who  very  liandfomely  paid  me 
for  the  time  I  was  with  him,  for  which  I  heartily 
thank'd  him.  I  ftaid  fome  months  with  Mr. 
ReddalJ  who  us’d  me  with  all  the  Companion 
and  gopd  Nature  X  could  wifh  for,  and  X,  in  return, 
did  my  beft  for  him  and  his  Patients;  and  had  not 
thofe  unkind  People  in  London ,  weaken’d  the  good 
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Opinion  he  had  of  me,  he  propofed  covenanting  in 
an  advantageous  manner  for  us  both,  and  1  was  to 
have  taken  the  phyfical  Praftice  upon  rnyfeif,  and 
he  the  Midwifry  and  Surgery,  both  cf  winch  he 
had  a  great  (hare  off,  however,  this  was  prevented: 
I  heartily  thank  him  for  his  Favours  and  own  my- 
felf  under  great  Obligations  for  the  op  and  he  will 
always  not  only  have  my  thankful  Acknowledge- 
meats,  but  my  bed  wifhes,  as  long  as  we  both  are 
inhabitants  upon  Earth, 

I  went  again  to  London  and  waited  on  Dr.  Mead 
and  acquainted  him  with  what  Misfortunes  i  had 
met  with,  and  ask'd  him,  if  he  would  pleafe  to 
recommend  me  any  where  abroad;  he  told  me  he 
woefld  willingly,  but  thought  it  was  too  late  in 
Life,  for  me  to  go  into  another  Climate  to  die;  and 
laid  there  were  many  Apothecaries  of  great  Bufinefs, 
that  would  be  glad  of  my  Affiftance,  and  he  would 
have  me  enquire  for  fuch,  and  he  would  recom¬ 
mend  me. 

I  then  went  to  Mr  Cecil,  an  Apothecary  of  good 
Efteem,  in  Blooms  bury -Square,  and  told  him  I  had 
been  to  wait  on  Dr.  Mead ,  and  what  the  Doctor 
advis’d  me  to;  Mr.  Cecil  was  fo  kind  as  to  recom¬ 
mend  me  to  Mr.  Braley ,  a  Surgeon  and  Apotheca¬ 
ry,  at  Mitcham I  told  Mr.  Cecil  (who  alfo  wait¬ 
ed  on  Dr.  Mead  in  my  behalf)  that'  I  had  feme 
thoughts  of  going  to  Thaxjiead  in  Ejfex ,  where  I 
was  invited  to,  but  my  prefent  unhappy .  Circum- 
llances  would  not  permit  me.  He.wasfo  kind  as  to 
ufe  his  Endeavours,  with  the  Affiftance  of  Mr. 
Davey,  an  Apothecary  in  new  North-Street ,  to 
raife  me  a  fmail  Sum  to  enable 'me  to  go  to  Thax- 
fiend',  and  while  I  was  at  Mr.  Bradley’ $ ,  he  collec¬ 
ted  me  about  fix  or  feyen  Pounds,  for  which  I  am 
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under  the  molt  grateful  Obligations,  to  my  worthy 
Friends  Mr.  Cecil  and  Mr.  Davey .  By  this  time 
my  poor  unhappy  temper’d  Wife,  finding  Favours 
upon  the  decline  at  Cambridge •  thought  proper, 
unknown  to  me,  to  fend  two  of  my  Children,  one 
about  feven,  and  the  other  about  live  years  of  Age, 
to  my  Sifter  at  Granfden ,  and  order’d  the  Meffeng- 
er  to  leave  them,  whether  Die  was  willing  or  not : 
My  Sifter  mov’d  with  Compaftion,  took  my  two 
poor  forfaken  Boys  in,  (who  were  left  crying  a- 
mongft  Strangers)  and  kept  them  all  Winter,  which 
was  a  very  great  hardfhip  upon  my  Sifter,  as  fine 
could  not  afford  it.  My  Sifter  fent  me  a  Letter  of 
what  my  W ife  had  done,  and  defir’d  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  I  would  fend  for  them  away,  or  fend  fome- 
thing  for  their  fupport  *  for  the  had  fent  to  Cam¬ 
bridge  to  my  Wife,  who  went  to  London  the  next 
Day  after  fhe  had  fent  the  Children  to  her.  My 
good  Lady’s  journey  to  London  was  as  much  a  fecret 
to  me  as  her  fending  my  Children  to  my  Sifter’s: 
And  after  1  knew  fhe  was  in  London ,  her  pious  old 
Mother  fecreted  her  for  above  fix  Months,  before  I 
could  find  her  out.  This  poor  unhappy  temper’d 
Woman,  always  thought  it  her  Duty,  or  at  leaft  it 
was  her  Inclination,  to  follow  the  dictates  of  her 
Mother,  and  two  Sifters  in  Cm tched- Fryars,  who 
inftead  of  giving  her- good  Advice,  have  ail  along 
encourag’d  her  to  act  in  oppofition  to  the  duty  of 
a  Wife,  and  happinefs  of  an  Husband.  Neither 
her  expectations  from  her  Brother,  nor  his  good 
Councels,  have  been  of  any  Benefit  to  her  and  her 
Family,  which  altogether  have  contributed  to  my 
Miferies.  For  her  Relations,  in  order  to  excufe  my 
Wile,  would  always  blame  and  ufe  me  Ill;  and  fhe 
out  of  Pride  to  excufe  them,  from  not  being  able,  or 

willing 
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willing  to  affift  me,  ufed  to  blame  and  reproach  me 
in  fuch  a  falfe  Manner,  as  to  make  all  my  Friends 
my  Foes. 

So  many  Jnftances  of  this  kind  I  cou'd  produce,  as 
would  heighten  Aggravations  already  too  great:  I 
fhall  only  fay  niy  Fortune  of  all  kinds  far  exceeds 
any  I  ever  read,-  .or  heard  of;  Job's  Tryals  were 
neither  comparable  nor  fo  iafting  as  mine.  Some 
young  Fellows  if  they  do  inadvertently  marry,  and 
chance  to  have  no  Fortune  with  their  Wives,  yet 
they  often  amply  make  it  up  by  a  lweetnefe  of  Temper, 
and  affectionate  Behaviour;  always  fludying  the 
happinefs  and  inter  eft  of  their  Husbands;  without 
which  there  can  be  very  little  real  Felicity  for  eith¬ 
er;  but  they  ought  both  to  endeavour  the  mutual 
Happinefs  of  each,  whereby  they  may  make  the 
moil  diftrefs’d  Circumftances  tolerable,  and  not  as 
lome  do,  v  ilify,  and  reproach,  infult,  and  tv- 
rannife,  ever  uneafy,  ever  diffatisfied,  perpetually 
deftroying  each  others  Peace,  and  ferenity  of  Mind, 
and  aggravating  each  other  s-  Diftrefs;  and  what  a 
Clocking  Folly  and  Madnefs  is  it,  when  a  Wife,  to 
gratifya  vile  Spirit,  will  flick  at  nothing,  be  it  ever 
fo  bafe  and  falfe,  to  vilify  and  and  deftroy  the  re¬ 
putation  of  her  Husband,  tho5  ike  knows  his,  her 
own  and  Childrens  Bread  depend  upon  it?  But  where 
Tempers  are  not  fo  agreeable  as  could  be  wilh  ’d  for, 
thofe  Evils  are  in  fome  Degree  alleviated,  by  Money. 
And  fome  others,  whofe  hard  Fortune  it  is  to  mils 
of  both  good  Tempers  and  Money,  frequently  have 
great  Favours  and  helps  from  their  Wife's  Relati¬ 
ons,  who  do  not  only  relieve  them  when  diftrefs'd, 
but  will  forward  and  promote  their  In  ter  eft:  Some 
Men  have  made  their  Fortunes  by  marrying  into 
Families,  who  haye  made  it  their  delight  to  recom¬ 
mend 
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mend  and  promote  them:  But  where  a  Man  with 
no  Fortune  of  his  own,  gets  none  with  his  Wife, 
and  is  without  the  affe&ionate  Friendfhip  he  might 
rcafonable  hope  for,  both  from  her,  and  her  Rela¬ 
tions:  nay  inftead  of  fuch  Advantages,  finds  them 
ad  upon  oppofite  Principles,  and  quite  repugnant  to 
his  Intereft;  where  he  has  a  large  Family  to  fup- 
port,  towards  which,  all  his  Endeavours  are  by 
cruelty,  and  oppreffion,  render'd  unfuccefsful, 
and  in  the  decline  of  Life  is  reduc'd  to  want  the 
common  Comforts  and  Support  thereof ;  which  dif- 
trefles,  bcfides  the  infolence  and  difrelped  from  a- 
broad,  are  heighten'd  by  domeftick  Strife,  Noife 
and  Contention ;  good  God !  where  fhall  we  meet 
with  a  Job  who  can  bear  it?  1  endeavour  to  do 
juftice  to  all,  by  whom  I  have  fuffer'd,  by  relating 
their  Friendfhip,  as  well  as  their  Cruelties*  fo  I 
fiiall  do  juftice  to  a  Wife,  no  Man  can  more  regard* 
What  I  have  faid  about  her,  is  with  the  utmoft  re¬ 
gret*  yet  I  could  not  clear  up  fome  reproach,  andfuf- 
picion,  without  owning  fhe  is  not  bleft  with  thebeft 
of  Tempers  ;  fhe  is  a  very  genteel,  well  behav'd 
Woman  to  every  one  but  her  Husband;  Ihe  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  notable,  clean,  induftrious  Woman;  and 
was  her  Temper  agreeable  to  her  Perfon,  fhe  would 
make  a  Husband  compleatly  happy;  and  if  after 
thirty-one  Years,  fliefhould  alter  and  behavein  a  mild 
affe&ionate  Manner,  nothing  could  be  more  pleaf- 
ing,  but  I  have  hop'd  for  this  fo  long,  that  I  have 
but  little  Hope  left. 

She  has  one  Sifter,  who  is  both  an  agreeable 
Vi  oman,  and  a  dutiful  affeftionate  Wife,  who 
agreeable  to  Scripture,  forjook  Father  and  Mother 
and  cleav’d  to  her  Husband, ’  and  they  two  be¬ 
came  one  Flejh ,  one  Heart  and  one  Mind;  and 

may 
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may  they  always  continue  fo  to  do  for  their  own 
Comfort,  and  the  Happinefs  of  their  Children;  tho3 
this  good  Woman  fuffer’d  fometime  the  Difpleafure 
of  her  pious  Parents  for  adhering  to  the  Duty 
of  a  Wife,  and  a  Mother.  But  to  return;  I  Raid 
at  Mitcham  two  or  three  months;  ail  the  time  Mr. 
Braley  had  occafion  for  my  Affiftance,  for  which 
he  very  handfomely  rewarded  me.  During  the 
time  I  was  at  Mitcham,  Mr.  Cecil  and  Mr.  Davey , 
collected  me  about  fix  Pounds,  as  I  before  men¬ 
tion'd,  with  a  Lift  of  my  Benefa&ors,  to  whom 
I  return  my  thanks ;  Mr.  Cecil  went  with  me  to 
Dr.  Mead ,  who  faid,  it  was  a  very  fmall  Sum  for 
a  Man  to  fet  off  with  among  ft  Strangers ;  and  the 
Doftor  was  fo  good  as  to  renew  his  Favours,  by 
giving  me  a  Guinea,  with  his  good  wifties,  and 
the  following  Recommendation. 

I  have  known  Mr.  Simon  Mafon ,  apothecary, 
many  Years,  and  have  always  found  him  to  be  an 
honeft,  induftrious  Man,  and  well  qualified  for  his 
Bufinefs. 

February  the  7th.  1746,7. 

?  R.  Mead* 

(  M.  Schomberg . 

\ 

As  I  had  been  long  known  to  Dr.  Schomberg , 
I  alfo  waited  on  him,  who  readily  fign'd  my  Re¬ 
commendation,  treated  me  with  great  civility,  and 
made  me  a  handfome  Prefent ;  he,  amongft  my 
other  Friends  has  a  juft  Claim  to  my  Gratitude. 

As  Dr.  Mead  thought  the  Sum  which  my 
Friends  had  rais'd  me  too  little  to  make  any  at¬ 
tempts  in  going  to  Thaxftead  upon  my  own  footing; 
I  went  to  fee  my  two  naked  Boys  at  my  Sifter's, 

•’  ,  and 
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and  carried  them  Cloaths  and  other  Neceffaries: 
They  were  highly  rejoic'd  to  fee  me,  which  joy 
was  too  foon  turn'd  to  grief,  for  fear  of  my  leaving 
them.  Such  as  have  no  Children,  and  even  thofe 
that  have,  and  have  not  the  fame  Compaffion  for 
them,  can't  here  ftiare  my  Diftrefs,  for  I  at  all 
times  and  places  ever  had  the  greateft  Affe&ion 
and  Concern  for  my  Family,  whom  I  never  for- 
fook,  but  ever  ftrove  in  all  conditions  of  Life,  to 
do  my  utmoft  for  them  *  whereas,  many  who  have 
not  the  fame  care  and  love  for  their  Families,  wou'd 
have  run  from,  and  left  them  to  Ihift  for  themfelves, 
but  this  was  never  in  my  Power  to  do,  however 
requited  for  it. 

I  won't  fay  (after  that  I  was  admitted  to  a  con¬ 
ference  with  my  Lady  at  her  Sifter  Cloejhire* s  upon 
Tower- Hill ,)  what  her  behaviour  was  to  me, 
I  leave  that  to  her  Sifter;  and  after  I  was  permit¬ 
ted  to  know  where  Ihe  lodg'd,  and  went  to  wait 
on  her,  I  lhail  be  filent  in  the  reception  I  met  with; 
neither  need  I  fay  I  was  oblig'd  to  take  a  Lodging 
for  myfelf,  not  being  permitted  to  be  with  her, 
for  fear  of  difobliging  her  pious  Relations.  This 
was  after  my  return  from  my  two  melancholly 
Boys,  whom  I  had  cloath'd  and  paid  fomething  to¬ 
wards  their  board;  and  when  I  came  to  Town,  I 
was  fo  much  reduc'd,  that  I  had  not  above  ten 
Shillings  to  feek  my  Fortune  with,  and  my  good 
Sifter  dVinfmore' s  Husband  being  dead,  fhe  had 
left  of  bufinefs  and  I  had  no  place  of  refuge. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  to  mention  after  I  came  from 
Mr.  Reddall’s  at  Bunting-ford ,  that  I  went  to  fee 
my  moft  ftedfaft,  valuable  Friend,  and  that  generous 
hofpitable  Gentleman  Mr.  John  Crofs ,  Re&or  of 
Long-ftow  in  Cambridgejhire ,  whom  I  knew  I 

M  fhould 
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fhould  greatly  anger,  was  I  to  fpeak  of  half  the 
particulars  of  his  Goodnefs,  with  whom  I  liv'd 
Ibme  time,  and  was  entertain'd  with  the  utmoft 
humanity  and  compaffion,  befides  many  other  proofs 
of  his  lafting  Goodnefs,  by  fome  known  to  this 
day,  and  my  filent  Gratitude  is  only  known  to  the 
Searcher  of  Hearts.  After  my  return  to  London , 
I  lodg'd  upon  Tower-Hill,  and  receiv'd  fome  friend- 
fhips  from  my  Brother-in-law  Mr.  Chejhire ,  which 
I  gratefully  regard,  who  alfo  recommended  me  to 
fome  pra&ice,  and  where  I  contrafted  an  Acquain¬ 
tance  with  many  Gentlemen  of  the  Army,  from 
whom  I  receiv'd  more  Adds  of  Friendfhip,  than  I 
could  have  expedited;  but  the  ill  nature  and  malice  of 
my  good  Father-in-law,  and  hisConfort  &V,  know¬ 
ing  I  was  pretty  often  at  his  Son  Chejhire* s,  and 
finding  I  pick'd  up  a  final],  the'  an  uncomfortable 
living,  infilled  that  his  Son  Chejhire  Ihould  forbid 
me  coming  to  his  Houle,  which  Mr.  Chejhire  was 
forc'd  unwillingly  to  comply  with :  Such  was  the 
malice  of  this  good  Father-in-law,  that  I  was  forc'd 
to  fhift  my  Quarters,  to  the  Stone-KJtchen  in 
the  Lower,  where  I  was  moft  kindly  treated  : 
But  ftiil  this  was  an  unhappy  fettl'd  Life;  I,  in  one 
Lodging,  my  good  Wife,  in  another,  and  my  Chil¬ 
dren,  at  the  Parifh;  altogether  almoft  depriv'd  me 
of  my  Senfes,  for  my  little  narrow  Way  of  Bufi- 
nels  was  fcarcely  fufficient  to  keep  me  in  a  State 
of  Exiftence,  much  lefs  to  pay  for  my  Childrens 
Board;  and  my  Wife’s  Relations,  not  being  will¬ 
ing  to  contribute  one  Farthing  to  fave  them  from 
the  Parifh.  My  Sifter  was  oblig'd  to  fend  them 
to  the  Parifh  they  belong'd  to  at  Cambridge ,  who 
took  them  and  put  them  to  Board,  where  they 
were  well  taken  care  of,  for  which  I  am  very 

thankful. 
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thankful.  This  Circumftance  of  fending  my  Chil¬ 
dren  to  the  Parifh,  (however  it  might  fit  upon 
the  Breaft  of  my  Wife)  gave  me  the  utmoft  con¬ 
cern-  I  can’t  think  it  was  matter  of  Satisfaction 
to  her,  what  ever  it  was  to  lome  of  her  unkind 
Relations;  and  this  is  a  Paradox  to  me,  that  fhe  can 
juftify  the  cruelty  of  her  Relations  to  her  own 
Children:  I  think  if  they  had  never  fo  great  a 
diflike  to  me,  as  my  Wife  is  their  Relation, 
upon  her  account,  the  poor  innocent  Children, 
fhould  not  have  been  excluded  from  the  tender 
Compaffion  of  a  Parent.  But  my  two  Boys  being 
upon  the  Parifh,  was  the  Occafion  of  my  being 
admitted  to  an  Audience  with  my  Lady,  when 
I  propos’d  taking  a  little  Houfe  at  Mile-End,  to 
be  near  my  Acquaintance  in  the  fewer,  and  not 
far  from  my  Wife’s  kind  Relations,  and  to  fend 
for  my  Children,  which  accordingly  I  did. 

About  this  time,  it  being  in  the  Year  1747,  the 
Diftemper  amongft  the  horn’d  Cattle  was  very 
predominant:  I  made  a  ftridt  Application  to  con- 
fider  the  Nature  of  this  mortal  lllnefs,  and  the 
method  of  treating  it;  and  found  it  to  be  a  conta¬ 
gious  inflammatory  Diforder,  moll  refembling  the 
human  Species  of  a  Pleurily,  attended  by  different 
Symptoms,  till  a  Crifis  was  form'd  to  throw  off 
the  febrile  Caufe  by  purging,  which  matter  being 
of  fo  virulent,  and  corrofive  a  Nature,  that  it  did  not 
only  rob  the  Gutts  of  their  Mucus,  but  excoriated 
them,  which  ulcerated  and  turn’d  to  a  Mortifi¬ 
cation,  and  terminated  in  Death.  I  had  brought 
my  notions  to  fuch  a  Certainty  by  frequent  ob- 
fervation  and  refledlion,  that  I  thought,  I  had  not 
only  difcoyer’d  the  Nature  of  this  Diforder,  but 
an  effeftual  Way  of  treating  it,  and  I  advertis’d  to 

M  2  cure 
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cure  this  Diftcmper  for  twenty  Shillings  per  Cow, 

or  nothing. 

I  was  firft  employ'd  by  Mr.  Buffion,  a  great 
Cow-keeper  near  IJUngton ,  who  had  loft  feme 
hundreds  of  Cows,  and  not  above  one  in  ten  got 
thro'  the  Diftemper;  I  covenanted  with  him  and 
cur'd  either  fourteen  or  fifteen  out  of  twenty, 
which  recommended  me  into  great  practice  of  that 
kind  ,  and  I  had  more  Succefs  than  any  Perfon  that 
had  attempted  to  cure  them :  I  really  thought  I 
IhouJd  have  acquir'd  a  certain  and  effectual  method 
of  curing  them,  and  offer'd  propofals  to  fome 
great  Men  to  give  me  a  tryal  by  fuch  a  Number, 
and  reprefented  in  fome  meafure  the  Nature  of  the 
Illnefs,  and  what  Succefs  I  had  met  with,  and  how 
it  ought  to  be  treated,  but  my  obfeurity  in  life 
gain'd  me  no  notice  nor  encouragement,  and  then 
I  dropt  this  practice- 

The  next  thing  offer’d,  was  an  Advertifement  for 
a  Man  who  underftood  the  Bufinefs  of  an  Apothe¬ 
cary,  and  was  capable  of  vifiting  Patients,  who 
for  further  information  was  to  apply  to  Mr.  Smithy 
Chymift  at  Smithfieid~Bar$\  this  Mr.  Smithy  when 
I  liv'd  in  Hatton-Garden ,  was  Journeyman  to  Mr. 
Pead \  a  Chymift ,  the  very  next  Door  to  me;  when 
I  went  to  Mr.  Smith ,  to  enquire  after  this  Place, 
he  was  exceeding  glad  to  fee  me,  and  did  not  think 
I  wanted  it  for  myfelf;  but  when  I  told  him  that 
the  many  cruel  and  unfortunate  Events  of  my  Life 
had  reduc'd  me,  and  that  it  was  for  myfelf  I 
apply'd,  and  beg'd  his  Friendfhip  in  fecuring  the 
Place  for  me;  this  he  readily  promis'd  me,  and 
accordingly  did,  which  brought  me  to  Market - 
Harborough  in  Leicejlerfhire ,  February  the  1 8th, 
1747-8. 
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I  was 


Of  SIMON  MASON,  93 

I  was  directed  by  Mr  Smith  to  one  Mr  B-r-n  a 
Surgeon  and  Apothecary  of  that  Town,  whom  I 
fent  for  to  the  Swan;  He  told  me  he  was  going  to 
fucceed  an  Apothecary  at  Leicefier ,  and  wanted  a 
Perfon  qualified  to  take  care  of  his  Shop  and  Bufw 
nefs  at  Harbor ough,  and  I  was  recommended  by 
Mr.  Smith  as  fuch;  I  anfwer'd,  I  had  been  known 
fome  Years  to  Mr  Smith  when  I  was  in  a  preferable 
Situation;  he  faid  he  hop'd  I  fhould  meet  with 
things  to  my  Satisfaction,  and  he  was  much  better 
plealed  that  Mr.  Smith  had  fent  him  a  Perfon  of 
fome  Years,  than  a  young  Man,  as  I  fhou'd  be  more 
capable,  and  more  fatisfa&ory  to  his  Friends :  He 
ask'd  me  if  I  went  to  the  Meeting,  I  told  him,  no; 
he  faid  he  was  forry  for  that,  as  moft  of  his  Patients 
belonging  to  that  Shop  did;  he  had  no  other  objec¬ 
tion,  than  he  fear'd  that  unlefs  I  went  to  the  Meet¬ 
ing,  we  fhould  lofe  fome  of  the  Bufinefs,  1  reply'd, 
rather  than  we  fhould  lofe  the  Bufinefs,  I  would 
go  to  the  Meeting  till  I  had  eftabiiftfd  myfelf 
amongft  them,  and  the  next  Day  we  came  to  an 
Agreement,  and  he  was  to  give  me  half  a  Guinea  a 
Week,  with  board,  wafhing,  and  lodging  &c, 
which  Agreement  we  both  fign'd 

In  the  evening  came  Mr.  Johnfon  the  diflenting 
Minifter,  a  very  good  fort  of  a  Gentleman,  who 
was  neither  ignorant,  nor  refer v'd  enough  to  pleafe 
fome  of  the  rigid  ones ;  I  told  Mr.  John/on  at  the 
fame  time  I  was  inform'd  by  Mr.  B~n  that  unlefs  I 
went  to  the  Meeting  we  lbould  lofe  moft  of  our 
Bufinefs,  that  I  was  really  bred  up  to  the 
Church  of  England,  which  worfhip  I  have  always 
adher'd  to;  and  I  think  I  ought  not  to  deceive  you, 
either  by  telling  you  I  am  a  Diffenter,  or  by  my 
going  to  the  Meeting ;  he  faid  I  did  very  right  to 
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fpeak  fo  candidly,  and  he  ihould  have  the  better 
opinion  of  me;  he  believed  fome  Perfons  would 
have  lik’d  me  better,  was  I  of  the  fame  way  of 
thinking  with  them,  but  for  his  part,  it  wou’d  make 
no  Difference,  and  honeftly  faid,  he  would  not  have 
me  upon  any  view  of  Intereft  go  to  the  Meeting, 
tho’  my  not  doing  it,  would  be  an  hindrance  to  our 
Bufinefs ;  I  told  him  as  I  was  a  perfect  Stranger  and 
came  to  ferve  Mr.  B-ny  I  thought  it  at  prefent  moft 
adviieable  to  eftablifh  myfelf  in  the  good  Efteem  of 
thofe  I  was  to  be  employ’d  by,  and  with  his  leave 
I  fhou’d  come  and  behave  decently  amongft  them, 
and  if  I  lik’d  their  way  of  ferving  God  better  than 
the  Church  of  England,  I  Ihould  continue,  other- 
wife  he’d  excufe  me  if  I  return’d  to  the  Churchy  he 
faid  every  Man  ought  to  follow  the  didiates  of  his 
own  Confcience;  accordingly  I  attended  their  Meet¬ 
ing,  and  fometimes  when  out  of  Town,  I  went  to 
Church,  and  thought  I  did  right  to  make  fome  fet 
of  People  my  Friends,  who  fhew’d  me  refped  and 
civility. 

1  had  not  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a  Journeyman 
more  than  two  months,  before  my  new  Mafter  (dis¬ 
covering  my  general  reception  and  approbation)  of¬ 
fer’d  me  Partnership,  and  we  drew  up  an  agreement 
for  that  Purpofe,  by  which  agreement  his  Attorney 
well  knows  I  cou’d  have  taken  great  Ad  vantage  of, 
had  1  been  unjuftly  inclin’d:  Soon  after  this  engage¬ 
ment,  by  the  advice  of  his  Friends,  he  offer’d  me 
the  Shop  and  Bufinefs,  and  to  let  me  the  Houle 
at  the  fame  Rent,  and  for  the  fame  time  he  had  to 
come;  we  agreed  and  he  fold  me  the  Shop,  Me¬ 
dicines,  Druggs,and  Utenfils,  and  let  me  theHoufe, 
and  once  more  I  was  Mafter  for  myfelf.  It  feems 
lie  had  been  treating  with  an  Apothecary  of  the 

fame 
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fame  Town  before  I  was  lent  for,  and  they  cou’d 
not  agree;  finding  I  had  got  the  Shop  and  Bufinefs, 
and  was  likely  to  have  more,  it  occafion’d  the  foul 
Play  as  I  {hall  relate  as  it  falls  in  Turn. 

1  agreed  with  this  fame  Apothecary  for  the  Shop 
and  fome  Houfehold- Goods;  to  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  Pounds,  to  bepaid  at  four  equal diftinft  pay¬ 
ments,  the  firfl  to  be  paid  the  Harborough  Fair 
following,  (this  being  made  in  May  1748,)  and  the 
other  three  payments  were  all  to  be  paid  in  about  a 
Year  and  half;  for  which  purpofe,  Articles  were 
made,  which  we  executed,  and  his  Attorney  had 
made  them  with  thisProvifo,  that  upon  five  days  de¬ 
fault  after  the  time  fix’t  for  payment  of  the  firfl,  or 
any  other  payments,  the  contra  &  was  to  be  void, 
and  he  fhould  have  it  in  his  Power,  to  re’enter, 
feize,  carry  away,  and  difpofe  of  the  Effe&s,  Till 
he  was  paid  the  remaining  part  of  what  was  due. 
This  was  a  pretty  hard  engagement,  yet  from  the 
Bufinefs  1  had,  and  the  good  Profped  of  more,  I  was 
under  no  apprehensions  of  not  making  good  my  pay¬ 
ments,  and  this  good  Profped  induc’d  me  once  more 
to  fend  for  my  VVife  and  Children.  After  they 
came,  we  liv’d  very  comfortably  for  about  fix 
Weeks,  when  {he  began  to  behave  in  fuch  an  in- 
folent,  noify,  tyrannical  manner,  as  no  one  can  con¬ 
ceive,  which  did  me  a  great  Prejudice,  but  proved 
lucky  for  Mr.  C~ s  to  renew  his  application  in  be¬ 
half  of  his  Son,  for  he  well  knew  that  unlefs  fome 
advantages  could  be  gain’d  by  thefe  imprudences,  I 
fhould  foon  make  good  my  Purchafe,  and  get  into 
more  Bufinefs  than  was  confident  with  their  In- 
terefts;  then  this  worthy  confcientious  Brother  of 
mine,  renew’d  the  Attack,  and  offer’d  much  more 
Money  for  the  Shop  than  I  had  agreed  for,  and  to  pay 
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it  all  down,incafehecou’d  difengage  himfelf  from  the 
agreement  made  with  me;  this  was  a  ftrong  Temp¬ 
tation  to  a  Man  who  wanted  the  Money  to  pay  for 
the  Shop  he  had  bought:  Added  to  thefe,  our 
domeftick  Contentions,  which  he  thought  would  be 
a  great  check  to  the  Bufinefs  I  had;  and  it  was,  in 
all  probability,  thefe  confederations,  with  the  Money 
paid  down,  whichoccafionM  Mr.  jB— /ztoliftento  the 
new  Propofals  of  Mr.  and  then,  ways  and 

means  were  confulted,  how  to  difpoffefs  me,  and  to  get 
the  Goods  again;  all  this  I  knew  nothing  of,  but  I 
was  taking  the  utmoft  pains  to  make  good  my  firft 
payment,  by  a  ftrift  affiduity  in  Bufinefs,  W hen  an  un¬ 
lucky  Circumftance  happening,  did  me  hurt  with  fome 
of  my  Patients,  and  gave  them  an  handle  to  fide  with 
Mr.  B--n  to  ufeme  as  he  did. 

One  Sunday  Mr.  Bigland  of  Peterborough ,  came 
to  the  three  Crowns  at  Harbor ough ,  and  ask'd 
Mr.  Sellers  if  I  did  not  live  there ;  he  told  him 
yes;  Mr.  England  then  defir’d  he’d  fend  for  me;  Mr. 
Sellers  anfwer’d  he’d  fend  for  me,  if  he  pleafed,  but 
he  was  fore  I  would  not  come  to  a  publick-Houfe 
of  a  Sunday  ;  why  fo,  reply ’d  Mr.  Bigland ,  why 
don't  you  know  he’s  a  Dilfenter,  and  they  won’t 
come  out  of  a  Sunday ;  I  faw  him  go  by  fince  you 
have  been  here,  from  the  Meeting;  which  made 
the  Gentleman  in  a  Paffion,  and  order’d  dire&ly  I 
might  be  fent  for,  and  faid  I  was  no  Dilfenter,  and 
would  come  if  they  told  me  his  Name;  I  was  fent 
for,  and  went  to  wait  on  Mr.  Bigland ,  who  made 
fuch  a  Difcovery  that  I  was  from  that  very  time 
look’d  upon  as  a  falfe  Brother. 

Harbor  ough  Fair  being  come,  I  faw  Mr.  B—n 
and  told  him  the  firft  payment  would  be  due  in  a 
feW  Days,  but  if  he  wanted  any  Money,  I  could 

then 
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then  help  him  to  feme,  and  if  he  would  give  me 
an  order,  I  would  pay  Mr.  Talbot  ten  hounds  for 
rent,  and  the  little  more  that  was  wanting,  I  would 
pay  within  the  time,  to  make  up  the  firft  payment. 
He  faid,  no;  he  fhould  be  at  Harborough  again  in 
about  a  Week,  and  he  with  lbme  of  his  Friends 
would  meet  me,  and  fettle  :  Mr.  Marjton ,  who 
was  one  in  company,  promis'd  to  give  us  the 
Night  fix'd  upon,  a  fat  Pig  for  fupper,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  we  all  confented  to  meet  at  the 
time  appointed  at  that  very  Houle;  little  diftruft- 
ing  what  was  contriving  lor  my  deftrudtion.  The 
time  fix'd  being  come,  I  went  to  meet  according 
to  promife,  but  neither  my  Gentleman,  nor  any  of 
his  Friends  were  there,  no  Pig,  nor  any  fign  of 
a  Supper  ;  I  ask'd  the  Landlord  after  Mr.  B~n 
and  he  had  heard  nothing  of  him,  nor  the  fat  Pig. 
I  return'd,  imagining  lome  Bufinefs  might  have 
prevented  his  coming,  never  miftrufting  what  was 
in  agitation. 

About  a  Week  after  the  time  appointed,  (being 
five  Days)  and  five  Days  only  over  and  above 
the  twelve,  which  he  Paid  away  on  purpofe  to 
take  the  advantage  ol  this  default,  when  the  de¬ 
fault  was  plainly  of  his  own  making,  and  ablbr 
lutely  contarary  to  my  inclination,  and  exprels'd 
appointment;  he  then  came  and  brought  two  Bai¬ 
liffs  with  him,  whom  he  put  into  PolTelfion;  I  was 
at  the  fame  Time  gone  to  Farndon ,  (about  one  Mile 
from  Harborough ,)  and  upon  my  return  home,  met 
a  Meffenger,  who  told  me  what  was  done,  and 
to  prevent  his  arrefting  me,  I  went  to  little  £owdep> 
(it  being  out  of  that  County,)  fearing  that  fince 
he  had  fo  treacheroufly  afted  by  me,  he  would 
flick  at  nothing  to  compleat  his  cruelty.  I  fent 
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to  Mr.  Marfton ,  to  tell  Mr.  B~n  I  defir’d  to  ipeak 
with  him  before  any  thing  was  done,  which  he 
refus'd,  and  never  came  to  me.  The  next  Day 
Mr.  Marjlon  went  with  me  to  his  Attorney,  to 
talk  with  him  about  this  Affair,  and  at  la  ft,  we 
concluded  to  meet  on  Sunday  to  fee  if  this  Matter 
could  be  compromis'd.  The  Attorney  promis'd  the 
Goods  Ihould  remain  unremov'd  upon  the  Premiffes, 
till  the  reiult  of  this  Meeting:  My  Friend  Mr. 
Marjion ,  and  I,  took  our  leaves  of  this  good  Gen¬ 
tleman,  relying  upon  his  Fidelity,  and  1  return'd 
to  little  Bowden ,  but  on  Saturday  Night  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  that  premife,  about  eleven,  a  Ferfon  came 
to  tell  me  Mr.  B—n  with  his  Affiftants  was  pulling 
down,  and  carrying  away,  both  the  Shop  andHoufe- 
hold-goods,  and  had,  at  Midnight  pull'd  my  Chil¬ 
dren  out  of  Bed  and  laid  them  upon  the  Floor 
without  a  Rag  to  cover  them,  and  had  taken  every 
individual  thing  and  had  left  none  of  them  a  Bed 
to  lie  on. 

Can  it  be  thought  in  a  Chriftian  Country,  any 
thing  fo  bale,  lb  cruel  and  barbarous,  would  be 
tranfaefed  after  fo  many  pretenfions  of  Friendfhip 
by  one  who  pitied  me,  on  the  Account  he  had  re¬ 
ceiv'd  of  my  former  Sufferings  from  cruelty  and 
epprefiion?  Was  he  not  convinc’d  of  my  Dili¬ 
gence  and  Integrity?  Had  he  difeover'd  any  thing 
to  have  rais’d  a  Sufpicion  of  my  Fidelity,  he 
would  have  been  more  excufable?  But  the  Re¬ 
commendation  he  had  from  Mr.  Smith ,  and  the 
Character  he  receiv'd  in  anfwcr  to  a  Letter,  he  fent 
unknown  to  me,  to  Dr.  Mead \  which  he  fhew'd 
to  many  Perfons  in  Harborough ;  and  declar'd  at 
the  fame  Time  he  would  have  given  an  hundred 
Pounds  for  the  fame  Character,  from  fo  great  a 

Man^ 


Of  S  I  M  ON  MASO  N.  99 

Man;  1  fay,  had  I  in  any  Degree  forfeited  thefe 
Teftimonials,  then  he  might  have  had  a  greater 
Plea  for  his  Cruelties;  but  fuch  continued  Misfor¬ 
tunes  as  thefe,  fometimes  incline  me  to  think  that 
all  events  are  determin'd  by  an  irrefiffable  Fate. 

To  return  ;  we  were  fiript  and  nothing  left  but 
bare  Walls,  yet  I  thought  proper  to  keep  Poffef- 
fion,  as  a  Gentleman  to  whom  I  apply'd,  advis'd; 
and  told  me  he’d  make  him  glad  to  bring  every 
thing  back  again,  and  make  me  Satisfaction  for 
fuch  illegal  Practice,  for  he  did  not  only  take  thofe 
things  1  had  bought  of  him,  but  many  more  my 
Family  had  brought,  and  others  I  had  bought; 
belides  many  valuable  Medicines  I  had  made,  and 
added  to  Stock.  But  I  being  thus  reduc’d  in  a 
ftrange  Place,  was  oblig'd  (without  redrefs)  to 
fubmit  to  thefe  barbarities. 

After  feveral  delufive  attempts,  by  fending  falfe 
meffuages  for  me,  firft  to  one  Place,  and  my  Wife 
to  another,  in  order  to  take  Pofieffion  and  lock  us 
into  the  Street;  he  by  the  Advice  of  fome  ruling 
Puritans,  apply'd  to  a  Juftice  in  regard  to  my 
fettlement,  tho'  I  was  abfolutely  a  Parifhioner  by 
hiring  upwards  of  ten  Pounds  per  Year;  however, 
a  Warrant  was  granted,  and  without  time  or  notice 
I  was  hurried  before  a  Juflice,  about  fifteen  Miles 
difiant,  efcorted  by  a  Guard,  as  if  I  had  been 
taken  up  for  a  Highway-man,  and  when  I  came 
before  his  Worfhip,  I  gave  him  fuch  an  Account, 
and  produc’d  my  Contract  for  rent,  and  fhew'd 
him  my  Credentials  from  Dr.  Mead ,  and  Dr. 
Schomberg ,  that  I  receiv'd  better  ufage  then  they 
defir 'd;  and  they  could  that  time  meet  with  no 
great  hopes  of  obtaining  their  End.  But  loon  a 
fecond  Application  was  made  by  a  worthy  Gentle- 
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man,  who  in  regard  to  his  Memory  1  fhall  fay  was 
the  good  Mr.  David  KJdney\  He  with  fome  more 
-leading  Saints,  got  me  again  before  his  Worfhip; 
and  twice  more  in  obedience  to  Warrants,  I  was 
had  before  a  Juftice,  in  the  mid  ft  of  Winter, 
about  fifteen  Miles;  who  at  la  ft  could  do  nothing 
to  ferve  his  good  Friends.  They  afterwards  told 
me,  I  fhould  oblige  the  Pariih  by  giving  them 
a  Certificate;  which  I  accordingly  did,  and  left 
the  difpute  betwixt  B—n  and  myfelf,  to  arbi¬ 
tration  :  Mr.  Harper  allow'd  me  a  year's  Rent 
and  feven  Pounds,  and  for  peace  fake,  I  quitted 
the  Premifes,  and  gave  him  PoffefTion,  to  take  in 
the  Perfon  who  had  fupplanted  me;  but  had  it 
been  in  my  Power,  to  have  brought  this  Affair 
before  a  Judge  and  Jury,  my  Antagonift  and  falfe 
Friend  muft  have  paid  fmart  for  his  deceit  and 
cruelty. 

After  this,  I  took  a  little  Houle,  but  had  neither 
Houfe-hold  nor  Shop-Goods  to  put  into  it;  I  being 
defir  ’d  by  fome  Friends,  who  had  employ’d  me 
to  continue  amongft  them,  and  altho'  the  Perfon 
had  got  the  Shop  by  fuch  unfair  proceedings,  I 
retain’d  fome  Bu finds  and  got  fome  few  Shop- 
Goods,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Sawtelly  an  Apothecary 
in  London ,  who  directly  lent  me  a  Quantity  of 
all  Sorts  of  ufeful  Druggs  and  Medicines,  for  which 
I  fhall  ever  own  my  Gratitude.  By  this  fupply  I 
got  more  Bufinefs,  but  my  Practice  was  chiefly 
amongft  Incurables,  or  at  ieaft  what  had  been  fo 
with  others ;  and  begging  Pardon  of  my  judicious 
Brethren  of  Harborough ,  I  fay,  I  have  cur’d 
Patients  after  every  one  of  them  have  fail’d  ;  and 
I  defie  them  all  to  produce  one  Inftance  of  their 
curing  any  one  after  me,  and  was  I  to  declare  what 

fuccefs 
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fuccefs  1  have  had  fince  I  have  been  in  this  Country 
about  five  Years,  it  will  look  like  boafting^  but  i 
defire  if  they  can  find  out  among  a  number  of  three 
or  four  hundred  People,  that  have  been  under  my 
care,  that  more  than  thirty  have  died,  or  gone  away 
uncur’d  •  or  if  any  one  of  them  have  cur'd  one  after 
me,  where  I  had  a  fair  chance. 

Among  my  difficult  Patients,  I  beg  leave  (  in  re¬ 
gard  to  a  Gentleman  from  London ,  that  did  me  a 
Favour)  to  mention  Mr.  Freeman  of  Lutterworth , 
who  had  been  a  long  time  affli&ed  with  a  nervous 
diforder,  and  had  apply ’d  to  leveral,  both  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  in  the  Country ,  and  at  a  great  expence  to  no 
purpofe;  whom  afterwards  I  foon  cur'd.  This  fame 
Gentleman  had  a  Relation  in  London ,  whofe  care 
Mr.  Freeman  (Tome  little  time  before)  had  been  un¬ 
der,  and  feeing  him  fo  well  recover’d,  he  ask’d  him 
who  had  cur’d  him  ;  heieply’d,  it  was  me,  and  faid 
how  hardly  1  had  been  ufed,  and  how  greatly  I 
was  reduc’d,  yet  he  believed,  could  I  meet  with  a 
Friend  to  affift  me  with  ibme  Medicines,  I  Ihould 
Hill  come  into  Bufinefs. 

This  fame  Apothecary  came  in  a  Day  or  two, 
with  Mr.  Freeman  to  Harborough ,  and  call’d  upon 
me,  and  ask’d  me  if  I  wanted  any  thing  in  his  way, 
and  he  would  readily  fupply  me:  I  told  him  I  had 
occafion  enough,  but  my  prefent  Circumftances 
were  fuch,  that  I  could  not  defire  him  to  give  me 
credit,  as  I  fear’d  much,  whether  I  Ihould  ever  be 
able  to  pay  him  j  he  anfwer’d,  he  knew  my  Cir¬ 
cumftances  before  he  came,  and  found  I  had  been  i  ll 
ufed,  and  defer ving  of  encouragement,  which  he 
came  to  give  me ;  and  faid  Mr.  Freeman  had  fpoke 
very  handfomely  of  me  and  fent  him  to  me,  and  he 
defired  I  would  give  him  an  account  of  what  I 

wanted 
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wanted,  and  he  fhou'd  fend  me  the  Goods  the  week 
following ;  tho'  he  told  me,  a  certain  Apothecary 
(who  had  been  inftrumental  in  getting  me  out  of  the 
other  Shop)  had  faid  all  he  could  to  diffwade  him 
from  fending  me  any  thing;  which  he  look'd  upon 
as  malice,  and  fhould  not  regard  him ;  he  according¬ 
ly,  the  next  Week,  lent  me  as  many  Goods  as  I 
wanted,  and  exceeding  good  ;  this  was  in  March 
1 749- 

The  good  Apothecaries  of  Harborough ,  whofe 
Friendfliip  and  judgment  I  equally  efteem,  and  are 
equally  furprifing ;  feeing  1  had  got  a  fupply  of 
Medicines,  and  was  likely  to  get  into  Bufinels; 
knowing  I  had  a  Bond  in  Mr.  Hall's  Hands,  a 
Druggift  in  London ,  (due  for  Medicines  when  I 
was  laft  demoliOTd  at  Cambridge)  for  fourteen 
Pounds,  took  the  pains  to  write  Mr.  Hall  word, 
that  1  was  fettled  at  Harborough  in  good  Bufinefs, 
and  lately  had  a  fupply  of  Medicines  &c.  from 
London ,  and  now  was  his  time  to  be  paid:  Upon 
this  information,  Mr.  Hall  taking  it  ill,  I  had  Medi¬ 
cines  of  any  oneelfe;  (tho'  he  at  the  fame  time  would 
not  truft  me  for  any )  directly  arrefted  me,  and  lent 
me  to  Leicejler-Goal,  which  anfwer'd  my  kind 
brethren's  defire ;  this  being  two  or  three  Days  before 
the  new  Fair,  that  it  might  the  more  effe&ually  be 
fpread  about  the  Country :  In  Leicejler-Goal  I 
was  confin'd  about  two  Months,  till  Mr.  Hall 
was  fully  fatisfy'd  about  the  malicious  Reprefentati- 
ons,  and  nature  of  the  whole  Affair,  when  he  or¬ 
der'd  me  out  of  Cuftody. 

The  Friendfliip  I  met  with  from  Strangers  while 
I  was  in  Goal,  I  ought  never  to  forget;  and  what 
introduc'd  me fo much  to  their  Compaffion,  was,  there 
happen'd  at  that  time  a  yery  malignant  Fever  in  the 
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Frifon,  that  was  very  fatal  in  many  other  Prifoqs  in 
this  Kingdom  at  the  very  fame  Time:  The  next 
Day  after  my  ad  million,  I  went  to  fee  the  Perfons 
that  were  afflicted  with  this  Illnefs,  and  told  Mr. 
Lambert ,  the  Goal-Keeper,  if  he  would  give  me 
leave,  I  would  foon  recover  thole  that  were  ill,  and 
prevent  it  fpreading;  Mr.  Lambert  readily  agree¬ 
ing  to  it,  1  quickly  clear’d  the  Goal  of  an  Illnefs, 
which  had  made  fuch  a  noile  in  the  Town  and 
Country,  and  made  People  fearful  of  coming  near 
it;  nay,  this  illnefs  happening  at  the  Allizes,  the 
Judge  was  afraid  to  try  the  Felons,  till  I  had  certi¬ 
fied  to  his  Lordfhip,  that  the  Goal  was  intirely 
frec’d  from  the  Illnefs. 

My  Pradice  being  fo  fuccefsful  in  Goal,  it 
brought  me  fome  Patients  out  of  the  Town,  and 
raifed  me  the  Compaflion  and  Benevolence  of  feve- 
ral  Gentlemen  ;  for  which  I  am  in  duty  bound  to  be 
thankful  to  Mr.  Recorder  if  right,  Mr.  Wynftan - 
ly ,  Mr.  Franks,  Mr.  Pine ,  Mr.  Walter  Cromp- 
on ,  with  the  Benevolence  of  Mr.  Alderman  Lee ,  and 
I  fhould  be  ungenerous  to  forget  the  genteel  behavi¬ 
our  of  Mr.  Lambert ;  and  to  all  I  own  myfelf  un¬ 
der  great  Obligations. 

By  my  Harbor'ough  Friends,  my  Landlord  was 
fent  for  whilft  I  was  in  Goal,  in  order  to  compleat 
my  Deftrudion,  to  feize  for  his  Rent,  when  only 
one  Quarter  was  due,  for  which  he  feiz’d,  and  was 
paid  ;  another  Quarter  would  about  a  fortnight  more 
become  due,  for  which  he  Raid,  and  feiz’d  alfo;  and 
as  foon  as  I  came  out,  I  paid  that  too:  Thefe  w'ere 
comfortable  additions  to  my  confinement  and  lofs  of 
Bufinefs;  every  contrivance  was  put  in  execution  to 
defirov  me,  and  when  I  return’d  to  ftarving  with¬ 
out  eyer  a  Bed  to  lie  on,  for  I  folemnly  declare  it, 

that 


?o4  m  LIFE  and  DISTRESSES 

that  we  all  lay  upon  a  Matt,  without  a  Bed  for 
near  two  Years,  how  many  cold  winter  Days  and 
Nights,  have  we  fat  without  Fire  and  Candle,  and 
often  not  able  to  get  more  than  a  penny  Loaf  among 
four  of  us,  for  a  whole  Day's  fupport,  with  a 
draught  of  Water. 

In  this  miferable  Condition,  have  I  fpent  many 
days  and  nights,  in  a  mercilefs  Place,  almoft  drove 
to  defpair,  and  thefe  Circumftances  aggravated  with 
lioife,  infolence,  and  contention;  how  often  have  I 
wilh’d  fomebody  would  fend  me  to  Goal!  there  I 
thought  I  Ihould  have  the  Goal-allowance  in  Peace, 
and  if  my  poor  Children  had  been  fent  to  the  Pa- 
rifh,  they  would  have  fared  much  better. 

Notwithstanding  all  thefe  Hardfhips,  as  I  had 
fix'd  a  good  reputation  in  Practice,  I  was  in  hopes 
of  feeing  better  times;  and  in  order  to  ffem  this  tor¬ 
rent  of  Perfecution,  by  the  advice  of  a  Gentleman,  1 
hir'd  a  Houfe  of  one  Smith ,  a  Baker,  for  which  I 
covenanted  for  ten  Pounds  a  Year,  and  gave  him 
earneft  for  the  fame  Houfe  before  Witnels,  which 
we  fpent  as  fuch;  and  as  my  Circumftances  were 
low,  he  let  it  me  upon  paying  the  firft  half  year's- 
Rent  down,  when  taking  polfeffion.  This  con¬ 
tract  being  known,  fet  my  Adveriaries  again  to 
work,  and  Smith  prefently  was  threaded  in  cafe  he 
let  me  have  his  Houfe,  one  Apothecary  would  turn 
him  off,  and  fuch  an  Inn  he  Ihould  not  ferve  with 
Bread  &c.  that  the  poor  Baker  at  all  events,  mu  ft 
not  let  me  have  the  Houfe,  but  he  was  oblig'd  to 
let  it  to  another  Perfon,  whom  he  put  in  pofleffion; 
and  thefe  Perfons  who  had  infilled  upon  his  not  let¬ 
ting  me  have  the  Houfe,  promifed  to  indemnify  him 
in  cafe  I  Ihould  demand  my  contrad.  I  being  dis¬ 
appointed  of  the  Houfe,  and  wore  put  with  cruelty 
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and  oppreffion,  and  almoit  flarv’d,  T  made  applica- 
non  ro  teach  the  Free-Schooi  then  vacant;  but  by 
fome  righteous  good  Gentlemen,  that  alfo  was  deny'd 
me,  and  oblig'd  me  to  lea vc  Harborough',  and  upon 
the  death  of  Mr.  Ireland ,  I,  by  the  better  fort  of  Peo¬ 
ple  was  invited  to  come  to  Ji ilbarjton,  with  great 
affurances  ofFriendfhip  and  Bufinefs;  and  to  this 
Town  of  IVilbarJton ,  I  came  in  November,  1751; 
but  thought  it  moft  advifeable  to  leave  my  Wife 
at  Harborough ,  almoft  a  Year,  at  a  great  expence, 
in  order  fo  to  eftablifh  myfelf,  as  not  to  fuffer  by 
any  imprudence  fhe  might  commit:  One  Day  I  was 
relating  the  difappointments  I  met  with  from  Smith 
(which  oblig'd  me  to  leave  Harborough  juft  as  thq 
fmall-pox  broke  out,  and  I  was  likely  to  come  in¬ 
to  good  Bufinefs)  to  Mr.  Dexter ,  whom  I  by  chance 
met  with  at  Mr.  Parker  s;  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
if  I  could  prove  my  contrad,  and  if  according  to 
that  contrad,  I  made  a  tender  of  five  Pounds  upon 
the  Day  fixt,  and  demanded  Poffeffion,  Smith  would 
be  glad  to  give  it  to  me,  or  make  mefome  fatisfadion ; 
which  I  approv'd,  and  was  determin’d  itfhould  be 
done,  and  accordingly  a  tender  vv-asmade,  and  poffeffion 
demanded,  which  Smith  refus’d,  calling  me  poor 
beggarly  Dog,  and  let  me  at  defiance.  &Cc. 

This  gave  Smith  fome  uneafinefs,  notwithffand- 
ing  fome  had  promifed  to  indemnify  him,  which 
brought  him  over,  with  his  neighbour  <S.  JV--/,  in 
order  to  compromile  this  affair,  and  we  fhou’d  have 
done  it  much  better  for  us  both,  had  his  Friend 
agreed  to  it,  as  Mr.  Green  propofed,  that  Smith 
fhou'd  givemefiveGuineas,  and  pay  my  Attorney,  and 
give  each  otheran  acquittance ;  which  I  would  have 
agreed  to,  but  Smith’s  Friend  took  him  away;  I 
was  bid  to  do  my  \yorft;  and  1  by  advice  brought  my 
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Adion,  and  Smith ,  thinking  as  l  was  poor,  I  muft  drop 
it,  oblig’d  me  to  proceed  in  order  for  Tryal,  which 
I  did  by  the  kind  affiftance  of  fonie  Friends,  who 
defire  not  to  be  mention'd ;  and  before  the  Tryal, 
which  was  laft  march  was  twelve- months,  my  mate¬ 
rial  Evidence  was  making  a  vifit,  and  could  not  be 
met  with,  to  avoid  being  fubpoene’d  •  which  put  off 
our  Tryal  for  that  Affizes:  This  contrivance  to 
evade  coming  to  Tryal,  did  not  fully  anfwer  their 
defigns;  but  in  order  to  take  an  advantage  of  not 
trying  the  Caufe,  put  out  of  my  power  to  try,  by 
fending  my  Evidence  out  of  the  way;  yet  they 
were  lo  good  to  move  in  order  to  get  me  lent  to 
Goal,  and  had  done  it  too,  had  not  i  immediately 
fent  up  Affidavits  to  prove  their  fending  my  Evi¬ 
dence  out  of  the  way  ;  very  righteous  indeed !  After 
all  this  treatment,  I  was  obliged  to  wait  till  the 
furnmer  Affizes  following,  when  care  was  taken,  to 
fub poena  this  Evidence  in  time:  but  before  the  Af¬ 
fizes,  they  thought  proper  to  apply  for  Terms,  and 
X,  well  remembring  how  greatly  I  had  fuffer’d  be¬ 
fore,  by  a  falfe  witnefs;  it  gave  me  a  mean  opini¬ 
on  of  trufting  to  fuch  uncertain  events:  And  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  fome  Gentlemen  who  wifh’d  me  well,  I 
left  it  to  reference,  and  my  Referee,  after  I  had  given  him 
a  power  to  a  £t,  told  me  he  ffiould  infift  upon  my 
paying  a  fmall  demand  to  his  Relation,  and  that  ! 
ffiould  give  him  a  difeharge  for  mine,  and  was  in  a 
great  Paffion;  from  fuch  a  Friend,  I  could  have  but 
fmall  hopes. 

But  thetwo  Arbitrators  not  agreeing,  they  fix’d  upon 
a  third,  who  abfolutely  advifed  metohiretheHoufe; 
and  when  Smith  fir  ft  began  to  play  loofe,  he  blam’d 
him,  complaining  all  along  of  the  illegality  of  their 
Proceedings,  and  what  Damages  I  ought  to  haye ;  and 
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was  it  left  to  him,  I  flhou’d  have  too.  But  good  Lord  ! 
how  foon  we  frail  Creatures,  may  alter  our  Opinions ; 
for  after  it  was  folely  left  to  him,  I  had  twelve 
Pounds  allow’d  me,  inftead  of  an  hundred,  and  I 
was  to  pay  my  Attorney  out  of  that  ;  and  inflead  of 
having  great  iatisfaftion  made  me,  I,  and  my  Friends 
with  one  expence  or  other,  are  better  than  thirty 
Pounds  out  of  Pocket;  and  I  don’t  doubt  but  it  coil 
him  above  twice  the  Sum;  and  thole  Perfons  who 
prompted  him  on  to  diftrefs  me,  got  their  ends  by 
driving  me  from  Harbor ough ,  yet  they  were  at  no 
part  of  the  expence,  for  Smith  was  at  the  whole. 

This  1  aw-fuit  in  my  little  Bufinefs  here,  is  as 
hard  upon  me,  as  the  Bakruptcy  was  in  London ; 
for  befides  the  Expence,  lofs  of  time  and  Bufinefs, 
I  am  working  out  Debts,  which  I  contracted  to  car¬ 
ry  on  this  Law-fuit,  whereby  X  am  reduc’d  to  ftar- 
ving.  Added  to  thele  great  Misfortunes,  1  brought  my 
Wife  and  Children  to  Wtlbarflon,  little  better  than  a 
Year  fince,  whofe  imprudent  conduct  being  the  fame 
as  elfe  where,  1  have  loft  moft  of  my  Bufinefs,  and 
am  reduc’d  in  a  mercilefs  Place,  to  the  greateft  dif¬ 
trefs,  where  X  have  none  to  help  me:  1  fhould  be 
guilty  of  the  greateft  ingratitude,  did  X  not  with 
thankfulnefs  acknowledge  the  goodnefs  of  a  valua¬ 
ble  Friend  lately  deceas’d,  whofe  Favours  and  good 
intentions,  1  fhall  always  retain  a  grateful  remem¬ 
brance  of;  and  and  am  heartily  forry  for  his  death; 
and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  fome  little  incidents  juft 
before  happen’d,  to  leften  his  Friendftiip. 

X  am  in  duty  bound  moft  particularly  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  many  flavours  X  have  received  from  that 
worthy  Gentleman,  fhomas  Medlycott  Efq  ;  who 
has  treated  me  with  great  compaflion  and  humanity, 
which  yerv  much  foftens  the  rough  ufage,  !  met 
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with  from  fome;  and  the  countenance  he  is  pleas’d 
to  fhew  me,  gives  me  that  fanhtion  which  makes 
others  more  inclin’d,  from  his  great  Example,  w 
fhew  me  civility  and  refpect.  The  Chara&er  the 
late  Dr.  Wallis  was  pleas'd  to  give  of  me  to  Mr. 
Medlycolt ,  I  Dial!  leave  for  that  Gentleman  to  an- 
fvver,  being  too  ftrong  for  me  to  relate  myfelf.  As 
for  feme  I  live  amongft,  what  Bufinefs  I  do  for 
them,  if  I  get  no  Money  of  them,  I  think  myfelf 
well  off  if  I  am  only  abus’d,  and  not  beat  into 
the  Bargain;  and  was  I  not  under  the  umbrage  of 
this  good  Gentleman,  I  fhould  not  be  able  to  bear 
up  againft  fuch  abufe,  and  iniolence.  I  hope,  tho’ 
fome  pains  have  been  taken  to  rob  me  of  his  Fa¬ 
vours,  and  Protection,  none  will  fucceed  to  deprive 
me  of  his  Compaffion  and  Friend ftiip,  which  can 
only  encourage  me  to  ftrive  even  againft  hope. 

Some  falfe  Brothers,  who  Itill  think  me  too  near 
them,  are  as  affiduous  to  prevent  my  falling  under 
the  Cognizance  of  fome  very  worthy  good  Fa¬ 
milies,  and  are  too  forward  in  faying  ilFnatur’d, 
unkind  things,  to  afperfe  me,  which  I  hope  time 
will  remove,  and  obtain  me  their  Favours,  when 
the  truths,  1  impartially  ftate,  come  to  be  known. 

And  farther  to  fatisfy  that  Gentleman,  who  is 
fur  pris’d,  that  I  fhould  be  in  fuch  Diftrefs  at  this 
Ti  me  of  Life,  I  fhall  after  relating  the  many  cruel 
and  unfortunate  Events  of  my  Life,  beg  leave  to 
inform  the  Reader,  what  (ever  fince  I  have  a&ed 
for  myfelf,)  has  been  my  Pra&ice ;  which  is,  when 
I  arn  fent  for  to  a  Patient,  I  fir  ft  endeavour  to 
the  utmoft  of  my  Power  to  inform  myfelf  of  the 
true  nature  of  the  Illnefs,  and  the  Symptoms 
which  attend,  and  which  way  Nature  indicates 
for  relief  and  to  act  in  confer t  with  thofe  indica¬ 
tions  \ 
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tions;  confider  well  the  difference  of  Age,  Sex, 
and  Conflitutions;  and  after  thefe  obfervations, 
with  lome  few  reflections,  I  give  fuch. Medicines 
as  are  moft  likely  to  be  fuccefsful,  and  not  to  be 
too  much  in  a  hurry.  If  my  Difcoveries  are  not 
quite  faiislaelory ,  (but  in  chronic  cafes  efpecially) 
1  wait  till  I  can  acquire  a  more  certain  Knowledge 
of  the  fllnefs,  and  to  give  no  other,  nor  no  more 
Medicines,  than  what  I  really  think  will  be  fer- 
viceabie,  and  are  abfolutely  wanted*  and  never 
prolong  an  illnefs,  but  to  haften  a  cure  as  fail  as 
is  confident  with  fafety:  And  as  foon  as  I  think 
my  Patient  out  of  Danger,  I  then  abate  in  my 
Doles,  and  make  it  ep  by  proper  diredions  of 
Diet,  c fb.  And  when  I  am  convinc'd  in  my  own 
Mind  (as  in  fome  Cafes)  no  relief  is  to  be  had,  I 
give  no  Medicines  at  all,  and  don't  amufe  them 
with  falfe  hopes,  only  to  pick  their  Pockets;  and 
where  there  are  fome  reafons  to  hope  a  few  Medi¬ 
cines  may  be  helpful,  after  I  have  try'd  thole 
Medicines,  and  find  no  benefit;  neither  do  I  know 
any  other,  I  have  greater  reafon  to  believe  will 
fucceed;  I  always  tell  them  fo,  and  decline  giving 
any;  and  not  as  fome  Perfons,  whom  I  have  known 
to  load  their  Patients  with  great  Quantities,  leveral 
Days;  nay  Weeks  and  Months,  to  the  laft  Mo¬ 
ment  of  their  Lives,  when  there  has  been  no  pofti- 
bility  of  being  beneficial,  only  to  themfelves; 
which  Practice  1  look  upon  to  be  cruel,  and  unjuft* 
and  that  Man  who  ads  with  Judgment  and  Juftice, 
in  my  humble  Opinion,  is  to  be  prefer’d  to  him 
who  has  only  his  own  Intereft  in  View,  which  is 
chiefly  fupported  by  flattery  and  deceit :  Yet  in 
general  that  Man  meets  with  the  moft  Encourage¬ 
ment  and  Favour,  whofe  talent  excclls  in  plcafing 
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the  Tempers  of  his  Patients,  more  than  in  curing 
their  Biftempers ;  and  by  my  refuting  to  give 
Medicines,  when  I  was  convinc'd  they  could  be  of 
no  ufe  to  my  Patients,  I  have  greatly  fuffer'd.  If 
Fences  would  act  according  to  the  Rules  I  have 
related,  the  Queftion,  why  they  are  poor,  might 
be  put  to  many  ?  But  by  fuch  a  Practice,  attended 
with  fo  much  cruelty  and  oppreffion,  with  fo  many 
unfortunate  incidents  of  Life  and  a  numerous  Fa¬ 
mily,  atque  tali  Uxore  tyrannic  a 5  who  can  be 
rich? 

Had  I  been  poflefs'd  of  a  large  Fortune  of  my 
own,  or  got  one  with  my  Wife,  and  fpent  it  in 
Whoring,  Gaming  &rV?  Had  I  been  negligent,  or 
extravagant,  and  thereby  reduc'd  myfelf,  or  had 
I  had  a  proper  time  allow'd  by  thofe  who  firlF 
fhew'd  me  favours,  or  had  I  been  affifted  with 
Money,  to  have  paid  for  thofe  purchafes  I  had  upon 
credit,  at  great  difadvantages,  i  believe  I  fhould 
have  flood  my  Ground,  as  well  as  fome  others,  and 
eicap'd  many  hardfhips  and  difficulties  I  have  fuf- 
fer  d?  Was  1  to  rehearfe  fome  particulars  with  their 
aggravating  Circumftances,  which  prudence  and 
charity  forbid  me,  w  ho  would  be  furpris'd  at  my 
Poverty,  and  unmov'd  at  my  Diftrefs?  But  the 
unprejudic'd  Reader,  from  what  I  have  faid,  will 
be  convinc'd  that  the  whole  of  my  Life,  from  my 
Birth  to  this  Bay,  has  been  one  continu'd  Chain  of 
Afflidtions. 

How  often  have  I  been  tantaliz’d  with  the  vain 
Hopes  of  Succefs,  and  as  often  by  fome  unforefeen 
cruel  events,  have  I  been  difappointed  of  my  Hopes, 
and  iuddenly  brought  into  the  utmoft  Diftrefs !  and 
-had  I  not,  in  the  many  viciffitudes  of  Life,  been 
providentially  affifted  by  fome  good  and  charitable 
W?  Perfons5 
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Perfons,  I  could  not  alternately  have  fuffer'd  thefe 
various  Events  of  Fortune;  and  altho',  the  Friend- 
fhips  I  have  lo  frequently  met  with,  have  in  fome 
degree  alleviated  my  Diftreffes,  they  feem'd  by 
their  fubfequents,  as  if  defign’d  to  put  me  into  a 
condition  only  of  fuffering  more. 

Thus|ias  a  long  feries  of  fome  good,  but  much 
the  greater  Share  of  bad  Fortune,  attended  all  my 
endeavours,  and  wore~out  the  belt  of  my  time  in 
Milery  and  Diftrels;  and  after  all  thefe  fufferings 
I  have  undergone,  to  be  now  deftitute  of  the  com¬ 
mon  lupports  and  comforts  of  Life,  and  not  only 
fo  diftrels'd,  but  daily  reproach’d  and  infulted  by 
thole  who  have  not  fenfe  enough  to  be  civil,  nor 
compaffion  enough  to  be  humane  ! 

May  thefe  melancholy  Confiderations,  with  the 
many  cruel  Difappointments  of  my  honeft  and  aftiduous 
Endeavours,  move  the  pity  of  the  Good  and  Great, 
and  may  they  be  affur'd  that  all  the  moft  preiling 
diftreffes  of  my  Life,  never  could  force  me  to  take 
any  difhoneft,  illegal  meafures  to  extricate  myfelf ; 
and  I  never  deceiv'd  any  of  thole  who  firft  fhew’d 
me  favour,  but  told  them  the  worft  of  my  Cir- 
cumftances,  and  I  have  often  refus’d  credit,  when 
offer'd  me,  fearing  I  fhould  not  be  able  to  make 
a  juft  Satisfaction. 

Befides  the  many  Cruelties  and  Hardfhips  I  have 
met  with,  I  have  been  often  blam'd  for  faults  I 
never  was  guilty  of;  fome  have  reproach'd  me 
with  being  a  bad  Husband  and  Father,  with  hav¬ 
ing  fpent  that  little  I  got,  and  ftarv’d  my  Family. 
But  how  often,  (when  I  could  get  nothing  by  Bu- 
finefs  or  Friends)  being  fenfibly  touch’d  and  moft 
grievoufly  affefted  with  the  hungry  Cries  of  my 
Children,  have  I  ftript  the  Coat  oft'  my  Back, 
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and  fent  it  to  borrow  Money  upon,  to  buy  them 
Bread!  How  many,  that  have  done  it  for  me,  can 
bear  witneis  of  what  I  fay!  and  at  the  fame  Time 
I  have  been  infulted  and  villified  for  it,  by  fuch 
as  ought  moft:  thankfully  to  have  regarded  my 
Compaffion  to  them. 

How  often  have  I  been  afpers’cl,  for  being  a 
Drunkard !  I  appeal  to  the  Gentlemen,  and  Neigh¬ 
bours  who  are  daily  converfant  with  me,  if  ever, 
Night,  or  Day,  they  have  fent  for  me,  they  have 
found  me  in  Liquor,  or  at  any  other  time,  have 
leen  me  lo;  and  who  have  often  told  me,  that  before 
they  knew  me,  what  a  Drunkard  I  was  repre- 
fented  to  be,  which  had  hind  red  many  from  em¬ 
ploying  me;  and  Some  have  maiicioujdy reported,  to 
hinder  my  Bufinefs-,  that  I  was  very  extravagant  in 
my  Bills;  when  1  can  prove,  I  have  not  had  for 
thefe  live  Years  paft,  four  Bills  exceeding  forty 
Shillings,  where  I  have  attended,  for  Journeys,  and 
gave  Medicines,  for  fix  Weeks  or  two  Months; 
nay,  I  have  had  very  few  demands  that  have  ex¬ 
ceeded  ten  Shillings,  but  moft  under:  A  Perfbn 
whom  1  lately  cur'd  of  a  Pleurify,  who  paid  me 
about  twelve  Shillings  for  it,  laid  he  had  no  fault  to 
find  with  me,  only  that  I  did  too  little  lor  Money ; 
that  is,  I  don't  prolong  a  flight  cold,  and  make  it  a 
bad  Fever,  and  keep  them  in  pain  and  mifery  for  a 
Month,  but  get  them  well  in  three  or  four  Days  or 
a  Week,  for  which  they  really  think  I  defer  ve  lit¬ 
tle  or  nothing. 

The  other  Day,  a  ftory  was  induftrioufly  fpread 
about  the  Country  to  my  prejudice,  which  I  lhall 
relate:  One  George  Wignall  of  Sijhley  in  Nor- 
thampn-JJoire ,  fent  for  me  to  his  Wife,  who  was 
taken  with  a  fit  of  the  Palfey ;  I  bled  her  and  ap- 
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plied  five  or  fix  Blifters,  and  gave  her  warm  cordi¬ 
al  ftimulating  Medicines,  alter  fome  brisk  purges  • 
and  attended  her  every  Day,  continuing  to  give  her 
fuch  Medicines  as  I  thought  proper  for  a  Fortnight, 
in  which  time  fhe  greatly  recovered,  and  got  down 
Stairs  with  her  Family  ;  I  call'd  one  Day  to  fee  her, 
and  as  fhe  was  a  verygrols  Woman,  and  this  paralytic 
Diforder  proceeded  from  a  ftrong  Scurvy,  which 
afterwards  was  rheumatic,  and  finding  upon  her 
Recovery,  by  eating  and  drinking  too  freely,  fhe 
was  a  little  feverifc,  I  thought  proper  to  bleed 
her,  and  at  the  fame  Time  fent  her  fome  adive, 
purging  Medicines,  diredly  to  take  after  bleeding-, 
to  prevent  any  injury  which  might  arile  from  re- 
vulfing  that  matter,  which  might  again  by  fixing, 
return  the  complaint.  Thefe  purges  they  neglec¬ 
ted  giving,  and  her  Palfey  return’d;  the  matter 
offer’d  once  to  colled  in  her  Arm,  but  did  not, 
fhe  grew  worfe  and  in  about  a  fortnight  dy’d. 

After  attending  her  two  or  three  Days,  finding  no 
hopes  of  her  Recovery,  I  told  her  Husband  fhe 
would  inevitably  die;  I  fhould  give  her  no  more 
Medicines,  for  it  was  out  of  the  Power  of  any 
Man  to  help  her,  and  it  would  be  only  picking 
his  Pocket;  and  fo  took  my  leave. 

Itl  this  Cafe,  as  in  many  more  I  fuffer’d,  for  they 
immediately  difpatch’d  a  Meffenger  with  her  Urine, 
to  a  noted  pifs  Dodor,  who  was  Conjurer  enough 
to  fay,  fhe  had  no  Palfey,  and  he’d  loon  recover 
her.  I  think  he  fent  as  many  infallibles  (with 
which  fhe  dy;d)  at  once,  as  came  to  half  my  De¬ 
mand,  for  bleeding,  blifters,  medicines  and  Jour- 
neys,  for  better  than  a. Month;  for  my  whole  De¬ 
mand  did  not  amount  to  twenty  Shillings ;  and  in 
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order  to  prejudice  me  in  my  Pra&ice,  it  was  mali- 
cioufly  reported  by  fome  Perfcns,  that  I  took 
five  Pounds  of  the  Man,  apd  did  his  Wife  no 
fervice,  nay,  I  did  not  fo  much  as  know  her  bi¬ 
nds  •  many  inftances  of  this  kind  1  could  produce, 
but  am  now  drawing  to  a  conclufion. 

When  wicked  malicious  Per  ions  intend  to  pre¬ 
judice  a  Man,  whole  Bread  depends  upon  his  de¬ 
putation,  they  either  call  him  Rogue  or  Fool  ;  the 
hr  ft,  I  have  been  often  call'd,  but  never  proved 
fo  ;  and  thofe,  who  did  not  care  to  prove  me  a 
Fool,  would  have  the  World  think  I  was  a  Sot, 
and  unfit  to  be  trufted  in  my  Buiinefs ;  and  when 
that  would  not  do,  then  1  was  reprefented  as  an 
extravagant,  dear  Man,  while  others  would  fay  I 
had  no  Medicines. 

A  certain  Neighbour,  a  Man  of  excellent  parts, 
and  great  fagacity,  who  calls  himfeif  Apothecary, 
Surgeon,  Rum  and  Brandy-Merchant;  1  don't 
know  whether  he  fells  Cyder,  fine  Ale,  or  London 
Porter,  I  know  he  has  them  all,  who  has  been  at 
the  Bottom  of  all  the  foul  play  I  have  receiv'd  in 
the  CSuntry,  was  the  other  Day  in  company  with 
a  good  fenfible  Tradefman  in  Harbor  ough ,  which 
Tradefman,  was  fpeaking  to  this  Haberdafher  of 
fmaily Wares,  in  a  kind  manner  about  me,  who 
made  Anfvver;  yes,  Mafon  is  an  ingenious  Man, 
but  he  is  poor;  he  has  nothing  but  his  Lancet  to 
trull  to,  he  has  no  Medicines;  no  Medicines!  re- 
pi  y’d  my  Friend;  for  God's  fake,  what  does  he 
cure  People  with?  for  this  I  know,  he  has  more 
fuccefs  than  all  the  Apothecaries  in  the  Country. 

My  fate,  lure  of  all  Men,  is  moll  Lard ;  fomc 
have  been  encouraged  for  underftanding  their  iki- 
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finels;  but  thole  few  Abilities,  which  fome  have 
been  pleas’d  to  allow  me,  have  railed  a  Jealou- 
fy  among  others  of  the  phyfical  Tribe,  who  have 
taken  all  pains  to  do  me  hurt:  But  now  I  hope  it 
appears,  that  1  am  neither  Rogue,  Fool,  Drunk¬ 
ard,  nor  extravagant*  but  am  very  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  uleful  in  my  Profeffion,  and  could  I  wipe  off 
that  hateful  odium  of  Poverty,  I  fhou’d  have  as 
few  faults  as  others. 

To  conclude,  my  fufferings  have  been  fuch,  as  no 
Man  befides  mylel fever  underwent*  for  there  is  no 
Man,  but  furely,  law  fome  happy  Days  in  thirty 
Years :  Befides,  I  fuffer,  and  have  all  along  buffer'd, 
for  what  others  would  have  gbt  encouragement;  I 
fuffer  for  underftanding  my  Bufinefs,  and  being  di¬ 
ligent,  and  honeft,  ( as  I  hope  this  whole  Relation 
will  prove.) 

Therefore  may  I,  after  fo  many  fruitlefs  hopes, 
indulge  one  hope  more;  which  is,  that  this  narrative 
of  my  Life,  and  Practice,  may  fall  into  the  Hands 
of  fome  good  and  great,  whofe  charity  may  incline 
them  to  compalfionate  a  Man,  who  is  both  able, 
and  willing,  to  be  ufeful  to  his  fellow  Creatures,  and 
make  a  comfortable  provifion  for  himfelf  and  Fami¬ 
ly,  and  do  juftice  to  all  the  World,  and  not  conti¬ 
nue  ftarving  in  obfcurity:  Since  that  good  God,  who 
knows  what  is  beft  for  us  all,  hath  bleft  me  with  a 
good  Conftitution,  a  great  fhare  of  health,  with 
lafting  Spirits,  fupported  by  the  Promifes  in  Scrip¬ 
ture;  that  1  Jbatt  not  be  ajjli&led  more  than  I 
am  able  to  bear ,  but  that  I  fhall  either  be  fup¬ 
ported  under  my  Afflictions,  or  delivered  out  of 
them:  This  Confidence  hath  greatly  enabled  me 
to  bear  up  againft  fuch  troubles  and  diftreffes, 

Pa  as 


ii 6  The  LIFE  and  DISTRESSES 

as  would  have  broke  the  Hearts  of  ten-Thou- 
land. 

If  I  have  the  leaft  claim  to  encouragement,  from 
my  few  abilities  in  my  Profeffion,  or  if  my  pref- 
fing  Diftreflfes,  may  move  the  Compaflion  of  the 
well  difpos'd,  whereby  I  may  be  enabled  to  pro- 
fecute  the  Bufinefs  I  profefs;  or  fhould  fome  Gen¬ 
tleman,  who  has  a  numerous  Family  in  a  Coun¬ 
try  diftant  from  Advice,  think  I  lhould  be  ufeful 
in  my  own  Sphere,  and  helpful  in  any  other,  I 
would  gladly  ule  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  be  of 
fervice,  and  could  have  undeniable  Teftimonials 
and  Security,  if  I  was  but  free'd  from  a  Corner,  a$ 
is  my  prefent  fate;  then  all  I  have  fuffer'd  wou'd 
feem  as  nothing,  but  if  I  muft  ftill  continue  in  mi- 
fery  and  Diftrefs,  as  through  much  tribulation  a 
Man  muft  enter  into  the  Kjngdom  of  Heaven ;  Since 
I  have  not  receiv'd  much  confolation  in  this 
World,  may  I  receive  it  in  that  World,  where 
it  will  not  be  in  the  Power  of  any  to  take  it 
from  me. 

As  I  hope  and  expeft  the  mercies  of  a  good 
God,  who  for  wife  ends  thought  fit,  perhaps 
for  my  corre&ion,  and  probation,  thus  to  afflidt  me; 
I  do  with  unfeigned  Sincerity,  moft  heartily  thank 
all,  who  are,  and  have  been  friendly  to  me;  and  I 
do  with  the  fame  Sincerity,  forgive  all  who  have 
any  ways  injur'd  or  diftrefs'd  me;  and  I  alfo  ask 
forgivenefs  of  thole,  whom  I  have  in  any  degree 
injur'd,  and  hope  as  I  forgive  thofe  who  have 
done  me  any  ill,  and  thofe  to  whom  I  have 
unknowingly  done  any,  will  likewife  forgive  me. 
May  the  great  God,  who  knows  the  Secrets  of 
all  Hearts,  pardon  and  forgive  us  all,  and  after 
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the  conclufion  of  this  miferable  Life,  receive  us 
into  that  lafting  Kingdom  of  Blifs,  whole  unin¬ 
terrupted  Joys  will  never  end. 
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